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Hop Shop’s Prominence Shrinks, With 
Pandemic Closure and Staffing Struggles

In the spring of 2018, the 
Hop Shop first opened as a cou-
ple of tables in the back of the In-
ternet Cafe, where students sold 
chips, cookies and bars. During 
the summer of 2019, a store-
front was built with the help of 
Jonah Docter-Loeb ’20, then a 
rising senior and the Hop Shop’s 
founder.

Before COVID, students 
would often go to the Hop Shop 
to grab a quick snack, according 
to senior Liam Zeilinger, one of 
the store’s co–chief executive of-
ficers. “It was really a big part of 
GDS culture our freshman year,” 
Zeilinger said.

In a phone interview with 
the Bit, Docter-Loeb explained 
that the Hop Shop’s prominence 
before the pandemic was a result 
of the passion and time employ-
ees committed to it and special 
elements, like lengthy all-school 

by keevan kearns

Roughly four hundred stu-
dents, teachers, administrators and 
parents from 22 schools across the 
country signed up for the seventh 
annual Summit on Sexual Assault 
and Consent, which took place on 
Nov. 18 and 19. It was the first 
time GDS held the summit in per-
son since 2019. 

The summit kicked off on the 
night of Friday, Nov. 18 with a 
screening of the documentary Roll 
Red Roll, a movie about a town 
in Ohio’s response to an assault at 
a local high school. The viewing 
was followed by a discussion led 
by sexual education teacher and 

activist Justine Ang Fonte.
The Saturday session began 

with a survivor panel moderated 
by seniors Asha Adiga-Biro, Jaia 
Wilensky and Anna Khoury. The 
students asked prepared questions 
to four survivors of sexual assault.

Afterward, participants met 
in small cohorts to reflect on what 
they each wanted to learn during 
the summit ahead of its first work-
shop. The majority of the program-
ming consisted of three hour-long 
workshops facilitated by teach-
ing and advocates from across the 
country as well as GDS students 
and teachers.

Junior Max Froomkin attended 
a workshop led by Director of 

Student Life and Wellness Bobby 
Asher called “The Neurobiology 
of Sexual Assault and Trauma.” 
Froomkin said that Asher addressed 
misconceptions about consent and 
that he related experiences of sex-
ual assault to neuroscience. For ex-
ample, Asher talked about “why 
people’s memory of traumatic 
events, including sexual assaults, 
can seem fragmented,” Froomkin 
said.

This year’s summit was the 
first open to GDS middle school-
ers. Eighth graders Joy Edwards 
and Maimouna Barry decided to 
take advantage of the opportunity. 
Both Barry and Edwards attended 
a workshop about how survivors 

by sadie foer

Continued on Page 4

Students Moved to Basement
While Shelteting After Pair 

Sees Armed Person Near GDS

Continued on Page 5

Since a shelter-in-place on 
Nov. 18 following a shooting in 
Tenleytown, new details have 
emerged, including that two GDS 
students encountered a person with 
a gun two blocks from campus. No 
one has been able to confirm the 
identity of the armed individual or 
any information about their connec-
tion to the shooting that day out-
side Jackson-Reed High School.

Students who drove them-
selves to school were released at 
about 4:30 p.m. Seniors Lucy Perl 
and Ally Brangham told the Bit in 
an interview that they left in Perl’s 
car after being dismissed by Direc-
tor of Student Wellness and Stu-
dent Life Bobby Asher. They said 
that on the 4500 block of Daven-
port Street, a person holding a ri-
fle emerged from in between two 
parked cars. According to Brang-
ham, the person was wearing all 
black and had a helmet on, with 
a hand on the trigger of the gun. 

“We were thinking that he 
probably was trying to cross the 
street when no one was there, but 
Lucy drives an electric car, so you 
can’t hear it coming,” Brangham 
said. 

emails each week, raffles and a 
now-expired website. “The suc-
cess was leaning into the absur-
dity of it,” Docter-Loeb said. 

However, from the begin-
ning of the pandemic to the start 
of the 2021-2022 school year, the 
Hop Shop was closed. Zeilinger 
said, “Getting it back up has been 
really hard.” The Hop Shop has 
rarely been open this year.

Senior Katie Young, the 
other Hop Shop co-CEO, said in 
an interview that the Hop Shop 
has faced “supply chain issues, 
lack of interest among the stu-
dent body due to the pandemic 
and difficulties in the transition 
of power” from the leaders be-
fore COVID.

Last school year, the Hop 
Shop handled lunches for high 
school students that were made 
in the lower/middle school dining 
hall, Young said. “We ended up 
spending a lot of our time man-
aging lunches and coordinating 

22 Schools Send Groups to Conference About Consent Hosted by GDS

Tony Harris at home. Photo by Olivia Brown.

by zachary jager

In the turf room on Nov. 18. Photo by Olivia Brown.

The seniors said they immedi-
ately called MPD, and then GDS, 
and officers were shortly dis-
patched. Director of Security Shel-
ley Harris confirmed that the secu-
rity team was contacted and also 
got in touch with MPD. 

The two students spoke with 
the police multiple times, and ac-
cording to Brangham, who lives 
nearby, “there were like 50 police 
cars driving around my neighbor-
hood, going through the alleyways. 
There were helicopters…it was in-
tense.” The two stayed at Brang-
ham’s house for the next few hours.

The shelter-in-place order was 
issued at about 3:07, and the school 
began letting students leave about 
40 minutes later. At 4:50, all re-
maining students in the high school 
were brought down to the turf room 
in the building’s basement. Har-
ris told the Bit that Brangham and 
Perl’s call prompted the location 
change. The final email sent to fam-
ilies that day reported at 5:40 that 
there was no longer a threat.

Harris said Nick Prout, the high 
school director of security, was in 
communication with an MPD dis-
patcher who immediately informed 
him when police confirmed there 

with the cafeteria as opposed to 
managing day-to-day operations 
at the Hop Shop.”

According to Young, be-
tween Nov. 7 and Dec. 7, there 
were 58 hourlong shifts with em-
ployees signed up to work, an 
average of fewer than four per 
school day, but during many of 
those hours, the Hop Shop re-
mained closed. Young explained, 
“We’ve been struggling to get 
people to show up for shifts.”

When asked if he or other 
administrators have done any-
thing to help bring the Hop Shop 
back to life, Quinn Killy, the as-
sistant principal for school life, 
said that he has put students 
with ideas and questions about 
the Hop Shop in contact with 
the CEOs. He added, “My un-
derstanding is that their biggest 
issue is getting kids to work.”

According to Young, there 

encounters.
Froomkin said that he learned 

from the talk the ways in which 
community members should work 
to address interactions with one an-
other when responding to reports 
of sexual assault. “We aren’t neces-
sarily addressing culture as a whole 
when we address individual inci-
dents,” he said.

This year’s summit was orga-
nized by seniors Mackenzie Wil-
liams, Andrew Burke and Elsa 
Cutler for an independent study, 
a self-directed course that the 
school offers as a replacement for 
a traditional class. Leigh Tait and 

seek out justice after an assault. 
Barry emphasized the importance 
of starting consent education at a 
young age.

The day concluded with a 
keynote address by social science 
researchers Jennifer Hirsch and 
Shamus Khan on their book Sex-
ual Citizens: A Landmark Study 
of Sex, Power, and Assault on 
Campus. The talk focused on how 
power dynamics impact sex on 
college campuses and can lead to 
assault. According to Hirsch and 
Khan, tackling sexual assault at 
colleges requires a “public health” 
approach that centers around ed-
ucation and addresses social dy-
namics that lead to unconsentual 

A list of items at the Hop Shop’s storefront in the Internet Cafe. Photo by Shaila Joshi.
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Students Criticize Remarks by Native American Assembly Speaker

‘Black struggles are nothing com-
pared to Native struggles.’”

Rebecca Cohen, Shoulder-
blade’s colleague, who was also 
at the assembly, said comments 
like Metzger’s have never arisen 
in other discussions she has spo-
ken at. “I thought it was actually 
a great thing because it meant 
students are thinking,” she said. 
“And that’s our ultimate goal in 
education.” 

Senior Lucy Mezey said 
she was concerned by comments 
Shoulderblade made about Native 
American women going missing, 
which she said he deemed prob-
lematic because getting kidnapped 
limits their ability to reproduce. 
She thought Shoulderblade’s com-
ments oversimplified the “defini-
tion of what a woman’s role is.”

Mezey added that “he said 
that Black Americans essentially 
have it easier than Native Amer-
icans.”

“As soon as the assembly 
ended, everybody was talking 
about it in the Forum,” Piper 
said. Sophomore Sadie Boyle said 
many people were talking about 
the assembly in the stairwells and 
during class the next period.

In an interview with the Bit 
after the discussion, Shoulder-
blade said the controversy “was 
just a misunderstanding of how 
I said something,” and that he 
“didn’t mean to offend anybody 
in any way.”

Shoulderblade was asked to 
speak at GDS through an orga-
nization called Lodge Approach, 
which was co-founded by Cohen, 
who currently works as its chief 
education officer, and Sam Chest-
nut. According to its website, the 
organization brings school and 
adult groups to the Northern 

Thomas Shoulderblade came to 
talk to the GDS high school on Nov. 
18 for an assembly to mark Indig-
enous Heritage Month. Shoulder-
blade is Native American and lives 
on a reservation in Cheyenne, Mon-
tana. Students said that in his re-
marks, he made controversial state-
ments regarding race that sparked 
conversation among the GDS com-
munity. 

During the assembly, Shoul-
derblade discussed healthcare for 
indigenous people, exposure of Na-
tive American communities, women 
being kidnapped from reservations 
and various other struggles his 
community faces. Several students 
raised concerns about comparisons 
Shoulderblade made between the 
struggles of Native American and 
Black communities and comments 
about women’s roles in society.

Two students spoke during the 
assembly during the question and 
answer portion. Senior Jacqueline 
Metzger said she decided to ask a 
question because she was troubled 
by comments Shoulderblade made 
comparing the experience of indig-
enous people to those of Black peo-
ple. Freshman Lauren Piper recalled 
that Shoulderblade “was compar-
ing the enslavement of Black peo-
ple to the enslavement of Indige-
nous people.”

“I was worried that I had 
misunderstood what he meant,” 
Metzger said, “and honestly, I was 
hoping I had misunderstood because 
it just hurt.” She said her question 
was “pretty much for him to talk 
about the ways in which people of 
color are pitted against each other in 
society, how that’s affected him—
and in that way, I was hoping he 
could reframe his comments on 

Cheyenne Indian Reservation in 
Montana. Cohen said she knows 
the lower school principal, Cami 
Okubo, and said Okubo thought 
it would be a good organization 
to speak at GDS about the Native 
American experience. 

The office of diversity, eq-
uity and inclusion held a lunchtime 
meeting where students and faculty 
were invited to continue to discuss 
what happened during the assem-
bly. The meeting was announced in 
an email sent by Guyton Mathews, 
the program associate for the of-
fice of diversity, equity and inclu-
sion. The email said that since the 
assembly concluded in “an unfin-
ished manner,” he and the director 
of the office of diversity, equity and 
inclusion, Marlo Thomas, wanted 
to invite members of the commu-
nity to the discussion to “engage in 
a restorative conversation.”

According to Cohen, she, 
Shoulderblade and members of 
the office of diversity, equity and 
inclusion “had already planned on 
doing a lunch session even before 
we spoke” at the assembly. 

Thomas opened up the con-
versation by discussing the points 
Shoulderblade made comparing 
different groups’ trauma. When 
the floor was opened to students, 
several students asked him to clar-
ify some of the points he had made 
during his speech. The number of 
students who attended the meeting 
fluctuated around 20 throughout the 
period. 

During the lunchtime session, 
Piper asked Shoulderblade to elab-
orate on his equating the enslave-
ment of Black people to the enslave-
ment of indigenous people. She told 
the Bit that in his response, “he kind 
of just said the same things he said 
at the assembly but in a different 
way.” He said that both communi-
ties shared similar experiences since 
he believes they were both victims 
of massacres based on the color of 
their skin and were treated badly 
by the United States government.

Mezey said that during the 
meeting, it seemed like members 
of the office of diversity, equity 
and inclusion “were working re-
ally hard to quell any conflict” in 

how they mediated the conversa-
tion. She acknowledged that ad-
dressing differing views is part 
of the office’s job, but added that 
“conflict was sort of necessary,” 
because people had very intense 
reactions to what Shoulderblade 
said, and added she believed stu-
dents’ opinions wouldn’t neces-
sarily have been presented “in a 
disrespectful way.” 

Shoulderblade said he 
thought the lunchtime discus-
sion “went very well, and every-
body got to talk and express their 
feelings on what we were talking 
about.”

When reflecting on the meet-
ing overall, Mezey said, “I didn’t 
find it super informative or pro-
ductive, but I’m glad it was held. 
I think it’s probably better than 
doing nothing.” 

“I felt like the conversation 
wasn’t exactly finished,” Piper 
said when she left the discussion. 
“It felt like there wasn’t really an 
end to that; I feel like there could 
be something more that could be 
said about that topic.”

by callie solomon

Thomas Shoulderblade, right, and Rebecca Cohen, second from right, during a lunchtime 
conversation in the library. Photo by Shaila Joshi.

by callie solomon

Marlo Thomas Explains Goal and Aftermath of Indigenous Speaker

During Indigenous Heritage 
Month, Thomas Shoulderblade, a 
Native American, came to speak to 
the high school during an assembly 
on Nov. 18. He talked about sev-
eral issues Native American com-
munities face. According to several 
students interviewed by the Bit, he 
made some controversial statements 
comparing the struggles of those in 
Black and indigenous communities. 
The response from the community 
resulted in a continued conversa-
tion during lunch to which Shoul-
derblade, students and faculty were 
invited.

Director of Diversity, Equity 
and Inclusion Marlo Thomas ex-
plained that Lower School Princi-
pal Cami Okubo connected Rebecca 
Cohen, co-founder of Lodge Ap-
proach and Okubo’s college room-
mate, with GDS. According to its 
website, Lodge Approach aims to 
“transform lives through shared au-
thentic, immersive, cultural experi-
ences” by bringing groups of peo-
ple to the Northern Cheyenne Indian 
Reservation in Montana.

Cohen said that Okubo intro-
duced the school to Lodge Approach 
since she thought the organization 
could help people at GDS learn 

about the Native American experi-
ence. The organization works with 
Shoulderblade and brought him to 
speak at the school.

Thomas noted the importance 
of having Shoulderblade talk to 
the school about his experience as 
a Native American “and the cur-
rent work that he does with young 
Native American students and pre-
serving their language and their cul-
ture in ways that are really import-
ant.” Shoulderblade said he works 
to develop a curriculum at a public 
school that teaches students about 
Native American culture. Accord-
ing to Cohen, in addition to speak-
ing to groups of both students and 
adults from the Lippman School in 
Ohio, Shoulderblade works as the 
“cultural liaison” for a school dis-
trict on a reservation. 

Thomas said “we felt like it 
was an important opportunity for 
students to hear directly from and 
engage directly with” Native Ameri-
can experiences and learn more “not 
only about history, but contempo-
rary issues that are impacting Na-
tive Americans within our country.” 
She said that the assembly was an 
effort to bring awareness “as it re-
lates to Indigenous People’s Heri-
tage Month or within our own cur-
riculum and how we teach about 

Native American history.”
Cohen said she talked to the 

office of diversity, equity and in-
clusion about the education GDS 
students “get on Native American 
history, and they wanted Thomas 
[Shoulderblade] to speak about his 
experience just being Native Amer-
ican in this country.” 

She added that she and Shoul-
derblade prepared for the assem-
bly before coming to GDS. She said 
the discussion was “a combination 
of what the school wants” and a 
list of her own questions. “Thomas 
[Shoulderblade] adds and subtracts 
what he likes and what he doesn’t, 
so we work collaboratively,” she 
said.

Prior to the assembly, Thomas 
and her colleagues in the office of 
diversity, equity and inclusion were 
considering hosting a lunchtime dis-
cussion with Shoulderblade in ad-
dition to the assembly. But after 
Shoulderblade spoke at the assem-
bly, they knew they needed to hold 
the discussion because it was im-
portant for students to have the op-
portunity to talk about the remarks 
Shoulderblade made that upset stu-
dents.

During the assembly, Shoul-
derblade discussed several prom-
inent issues including the lack of 

media exposure of the Native Amer-
ican community and missing Na-
tive American women who are 
kidnapped from their reservations. 
According to Thomas, Shoulder-
blade essentially said that the Black 
community has been treated poorly 
in the United States, but he added 
that Native Americans were treated 
even more poorly. She said that be-
fore Shoulderblade spoke, “we had 
intentions of offering a space, but 
not necessarily a restorative space,” 
but when he made comparative 
comments, “it was at that moment 
that it felt like we needed to shift to 
a restorative conversation.

“I think it was that moment 
where it felt like there was this 
[comparison] of who was treated 
worse than the other that landed—
certainly for many, to include my-
self—as an ‘ouch moment,’” she 
said. 

Junior Victoria Ager-
skov-Townsend said she appreciated 
Shoulderblade talking about topics 
she had not learned much about but 
that she thought many of the com-
parisons he made were hurtful. “I 
get his intent, but by putting people 
against each other, nothing good is 
going to come out of that,” she said.

“I think it was really coura-
geous of those students to say what 

they had to say and to speak their 
truth,” Cohen said of the feedback 
and questions students offered to 
Shoulderblade. “And I think it was 
also awesome that Thomas [Shoul-
derblade] did.”

Sophomore Izzie Hsu said 
she “would be surprised” if GDS 
brought Shoulderblade in again to 
speak at the school. She added that 
she thinks “he offended people, 
and that definitely left a big impact 
on the students at GDS,” but she 
doesn’t think Shoulderblade should 
determine people’s impression of 
Lodge Approach as a whole.

Thomas also explained that 
there is a possibility that Shoulder-
blade, or someone else from Lodge 
Approach, may return to the school 
in February. She added there may 
be a lunchtime session or a work-
shop offered during the Social Jus-
tice Teach-In Day in February. 
Specifically, students could learn 
more about the history of the Na-
tive American community and how 
they maintain their culture.

Agerskov-Townsend said if 
people from Lodge Approach came 
back to speak at GDS, she would 
“be willing to listen to what they’re 
saying, as long as they just take into 
consideration how what they said 
affected people last time.”
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Security Response Affected by Report of Encounter With Armed Person
Continued from Page 1

Shooting Near Jackson-Reed Leads to Limitations on Leaving GDS
by zachary jager

GDS students were directed 
to shelter in place at 3:07 p.m. on 
Friday, Nov. 18 after reports of a 
shooting near Jackson-Reed High 
School. The school alerted fami-
lies of the situation via email and 
announced at 5:40 p.m. that the 
threat was cleared and activities 
were allowed to resume.

Before the announcement 
came over the intercom in the fi-
nal minutes of seventh period, 
word that Jackson-Reed, for-
merly Woodrow Wilson, was 
locked down reached GDS stu-
dents through social media. Stu-
dents could hear helicopters cir-
cling Tenleytown as they texted 
through grade-wide group chats, 
wondering if GDS would be 
placed on a lockdown or shelter-
in-place order.

After 40 minutes of sheltering 

in place—staying in the high 
school building, but moving freely 
within it— students were allowed 
to leave through the parking ga-
rage if an adult had come to pick 
them up. Lower and middle school 
dismissal took place in the LMS 
garage rather than outside, and 
those at the LMS who didn’t have 
adults there to pick them up could 
not leave campus and remained 
sheltered in place.

Several students interviewed 
by the Bit said that the school’s 
response was an overreaction and 
disorganized. Some students were 
told by teachers to stay in their 
seventh period classes until further 
updates by their teachers when the 
initial announcement was made, 
while others immediately pro-
ceeded to the Forum.

"We’ve been getting a lot 
of mixed messages,” fresh-
man EJ Mazo said during the 

shelter-in-place.
Students were released in 

multiple waves, beginning with 
bus riders. At 3:35, high school 
students taking buses were told 
to report to the Internet Cafe. 
They were then escorted by fac-
ulty from the high school to the 
LMS, where they joined lower and 
middle school students in the caf-
eteria. School buses began a stag-
gered departure from the LMS at 
about 3:50.

The Metropolitan Police De-
partment tweeted an update at 
3:53 from Second District Com-
mander Duncan Bedlion. Accord-
ing to Bedlion, a police officer at 
Jackson-Reed was flagged down 
by a person who heard gunfire at 
2:45, and shortly after emergency 
call centers started receiving re-
ports from other witnesses. Bed-
lion said a suspect fled in a black 
Infiniti sedan with Virginia plates.

Previously, MPD tweeted that 
two shooters exchanged gunfire 
from their vehicles. No injuries were 
reported, but property damage was. 
Jackie Bensen, a reporter for NBC 
Washington, tweeted a photo of a 
Jeep parked outside Jackson-Reed 
with multiple bullet holes in it.

In a series of update emails, 
GDS encouraged students to be in 
communication with their families 
regarding dismissal, and at 4:15, fac-
ulty and staff were dismissed over 
the intercom by Assistant Principal 
for School Life Quinn Killy.

At 4:20, the lockdown at Jack-
son-Reed was lifted, according to 
NBC Washington.

All GDS high school students 
who had not left with an adult were 
called down to the Forum at approx-
imately 4:30. Killy announced that 
the school was still under a shel-
ter-in-place order, but that students 
whose parents or guardians had ar-
rived and those who were driving 
or carpooling could leave.

As students were being dis-
missed, administrators announced 
over the intercom at 4:50 that all 
students who were not performing 
in the school play, The Odyssey, or 
participating in the Consent Summit 

were to report to the basement. 
Minutes later, the students who 
were participating in those ac-
tivities were also brought down 
to L1. Students spoke of a ru-
mored second security threat, but 
received no information about 
why they were being directed 
downstairs. 

In an interview on L1 at 
about 5, GDS freshman Ju-
lian Lucas complained that 
the school was “not handling 
it great. Kids at Jackson-Reed 
have gone home, and we are still 
here.” 

At 5:40, an all-school email 
informed families that the shel-
ter in place had ended and that 
all activities, including the fall 
play and the Consent Summit, 
would be going on as planned.

Junior Victoria Ager-
skov-Townsend, a Consent 
Summit organizer, said that the 
shelter-in-place slowed down 
the set-up process and caused 
stress about starting the summit, 
an educational event about sex-
ual assault and consent that GDS 
hosts and that includes students 
from other schools, on time. 
She echoed other students’ sen-
timents that the shelter-in-place 
had gone on for longer than nec-
essary, given the fact that Jack-
son-Reed had already been dis-
missed.

“They were trying to make 
people less stressed by not an-
nouncing what was happening 
in the beginning, but that actu-
ally made people more stressed,” 
junior Rachel Schneider said. 
She said that she did not feel 
safe in her last period class, 
as she learned about the threat 
from classmates, and not from 
the school, and wasn’t receiv-
ing any cohesive information. Students gather in the Forum after seventh period on Nov. 18. Photo by Olivia Brown.

was no threat in the area, which 
was around 5.

Assistant Principal for School 
Life Quinn Killy told the Bit that 
the security team notified high 
school administration with an in-
cident update and instructed them 
to bring all students to the lower 
level.

Yom Fox, the high school 
principal, told the Bit that moving 
students also allowed the school to 
organize in anticipation of the fall 
production of The Odyssey and the 
Consent Summit.

Students in the turf room were 
not told about the reason for the 
location change as it was unfold-
ing, nor after. 

“I think I would have liked 
to have that information,” junior 
Joshua Reynolds said after being 
told about the sighting of an armed 
person on Davenport. “I feel like a 
lot of the time, GDS likes to keep 
that kind of information from us, 
but I think if I had had that infor-
mation, I would have had a com-
pletely different attitude.” 

Reynolds said that he would 
have gone downstairs quicker if 
he had known about the potential 

threat posed by an armed person in 
the neighborhood. “I would have 
been more content with staying 
there instead of asking, ‘When can 
I go back?’”

After the school learned about 
the incident from Brangham and 
Perl, students were brought to the 
basement within five minutes, 
and were allowed by the security 
team to leave within another ten, 
but teachers and administrators in 
the turf room only let those partici-
pating in the play or Consent Sum-
mit and those leaving campus do 
so. In those ten minutes, the secu-
rity team was focused on commu-
nicating with MPD and directing 
people in the building.

“When we communicate a 
message to you, that message 
may be limited, meaning we may 
simply just say to you, ‘Shelter in 
place,’” Harris told the Bit. “What 
we do not want to do is create a 
whole lot of panic.” She also said 
that when the students called the 
school, MPD had not been able to 
confirm any information about the 
armed individual, which informed 
the security team’s decisions.

Multiple students interviewed 
during the shelter-in-place felt that 
the order had gone on for too long, 

given the fact that Jackson-Reed 
students had been sent home while 
GDS students were not permitted 
to leave the building.

Acknowledging that the shel-
ter-in-place ran slightly long, Har-
ris told the Bit that “when it comes 
to an emergency, we don’t watch 
the clock to see how long it takes us 
to make sure that everyone is safe.”  

Fox echoed that sentiment: “It 
is our job to try and ensure stu-
dent safety. And that may take 30 
minutes more because we want to 
make sure that we’re doing every-
thing that we can.”

Since last year, the GDS ad-
ministration has been instructing 
students to use the app SchoolPass 
to sign in when they are on campus. 
One of the functions of the app is to 
send out notifications in the event 
of an emergency, such as a shelter-
in-place. According to Harris, the 
school did not use SchoolPass to 
notify students of an emergency on 

The corner of 46th and Davenport streets in American 
University Park. Photo by Simon Kessler.

Nov. 18 but may in the future. She 
said she could not say at the time of 
the interview why a notification was 
not sent out.

On Dec. 1, Harris wrote in an 
email to all high school students 
and staff that “starting with tomor-
row’s fire drill we will begin using 
the SchoolPass emergency app to 
send drill/emergency alerts.” The 
next day, students received emails 
and push notifications when the fire 
drill started and ended.

GDS families were first noti-
fied of the shelter-in-place at 3:40. 
No communications went out to 
families in the time students were 
in the turf room. According to Har-
ris, all communications sent by 
GDS must be approved by GDS’ 

communications team, headed 
by Alison Grasheim. “We basi-
cally cannot send out any infor-
mation, or cannot approve any-
thing without her knowledge,” 
Harris said. 

Harris told the Bit that when 
the security team conducts a for-
mal review of the incident, she 
wants to look at improving in-
ternal communication, specifi-
cally between the security team 
and all GDS’ divisions. 

In response to the school’s 
communication efforts, sopho-
more Arden Manson said, “There 
could have been more clarity and 
less just moving people around 
without giving a reason. But other 
than that, I think it was fine.”

“They were trying 
to make people 

less stressed by not 
announcing what 

was happening in the 
beginning, but that 

actually made people 
more stressed,” 
Schneider said.

“What we do not 
want to do is create a 
whole lot of panic,"

Harris said.



The Augur Bit4 December 2022

Features

Michelle McKeever, the director 
and program associate of Commu-
nity Engagement and Experiential 
Learning, respectively, served as 
faculty advisors.

Last year’s summit was also 
organized by a group of students as 
their independent study. Many as-
pects of the summit have remained 
the same since it was first organized 
in 2016, including the survivor 
panel and some of the presenters.

However, this year, Williams 
said, organizers specifically wanted 
the summit “to be inclusive of in-
dividuals of color and LGBTQ+ 
individuals and individuals of 
multiple genders.” Williams said 

it was their goal because the nar-
rative of sexual assault often cen-
ters around women, and particu-
larly white women.

Williams said the organizers 
worked proactively to invite speak-
ers from a broad range of back-
grounds, coordinating with GDS’ 
office of diversity, equity and in-
clusion.

For example, Williams invited 
Dr. Rodney Glasgow, the head of 
Sandy Spring Friends School, 
whom she had heard speak at an-
other inter-school conference. 
Williams wanted to incorporate 
Glasgow’s perspective as a Black 
gay man and found his voice “so 
impactful.” Glasgow led a ses-
sion titled “Black Bodies, Blurred 

Boundaries: The Sexuality of Rac-
ism.”

Ultimately, 67 different speak-
ers led workshops, and attendees 
were from a variety of educational 
backgrounds, with different levels 
of previous consent and sex-edu-
cation. Some of the schools that 
participants came from frame their 
curricula around the risks of sex, 
and others don’t have sex-educa-
tion curricula at all.

Attendees came from D.C.-
area private schools, including 
Maret, Gonzaga College High 
School, Bullis and Landon, as well 
as private and charter schools from 
across the country. Other schools in 
attendance included The Northwest 

School in Washington state, William 
Penn Charter School in Pennsylva-
nia, Porter Gaud School in South 
Carolina and Breck School in Min-
nesota. 

Cutler reached out to admin-
istrators and counselors at other 
schools to invite them to the sum-
mit; several students who attended 
said they heard about the summit 
from administrators at their schools.

The small cohort discussion that 
senior Sarah Leary led included stu-
dents from Seattle, New York and 
Pennsylvania. She noted that many 
students at the summit came from 
schools with abstinence-based ed-
ucational models, which were often 
Catholic or all-boys schools.

Kinari Pierce is the community 
service coordinator and a history 
teacher at Saint Albans School in 
D.C. Saint Albans’ health class is an 
elective, not a required course, and 
Pierce identified gaps in the school’s 
sex-education and consent-education 
curriculum.

She said that discussions about 
consent at her school happen infre-
quently and do not include much in-
struction other than to “make good 
choices.” Pierce wishes that students 
could instead engage in deeper con-
versations about consent similar to 
the ones she has seen at the summit. 

Teddy Palmore, a senior at 
Saint Albans, agreed that he has not 
learned enough about sexual assault 

and consent at school. For him, 
attending the summit was about 
developing his “allyship.” He 
said he was moved by what he 
heard during the survivor panel 
and wanted “to learn how to lis-
ten and respond” when he hears 
stories of sexual assault.

Froomkin said that GDS has 
a more comprehensive sex-edu-
cation curriculum than many of 
the schools at the summit, accord-
ing to students he spoke to. He 
thought that his health class did 
a good job of teaching about con-
sent. But, he added, “there’s al-
ways room for work to be done.”

Other students from schools 
with more comprehensive sex-ed-
ucation were motivated by their 
school culture. Adriana Lewis, 
a student at Riverdale Country 
School in the Bronx, New York, 
heard about the summit from an 
email from her guidance coun-
selor. She decided to go because 
she believed that her school’s 
social scene did not promote 
healthy relationships, and she 
was against the “hook up” cul-
ture at her school.

The summit was an oppor-
tunity for students with “dif-
ferent demographics, different 
lived lives, different education 
systems” to be able to talk about 
“something that they may not get 
to” otherwise, Williams said.

Continued from Page 1

Participants gather in the Forum. Photo by Shaila Joshi.

Consent Summit Helps Educate Students from Across the Country

After Years Running in D.C., Anthony Belber Teaches Its History
by sosi audain

This past August, Anthony 
Belber, a longtime GDS third-
grade teacher, switched over to the 
high school as a part-time ninth-
grade history teacher. Belber had 
never taught high school students 
in the classroom before, but he has 
coached cross country and win-
ter track at the high school for 23 
years and spring track for 25. He 
currently teaches two periods of 
ninth-grade history, which focuses 
on Washington, D.C.  

Of the 25 years he taught third 
grade, he co-taught for 16 years 
with Laura Howell, who left her 
teaching job at the end of the 2021-
2022 school year. Rather than find 
a new teaching partner or teach 
full-time without one, he said, he 
looked for a part-time job at GDS.

“Because I coach three sea-
sons a year with track and cross 
country and indoor track, I don’t 
have a lot of time to be a full-time 
classroom teacher, and I was in-
terested in the part-time position,” 
he told the Bit. “The thing I’ve al-
ways been most passionate about 
is D.C. history.”

In his new role, Belber has 
already noticed that the pace in 
the ninth grade is “much more re-
laxed” than third grade, and that 
he doesn’t feel like he is “on the 
go all the time.”

He said he has, however, 
found it harder to tell if freshmen 
in his class are bored. He said that 
having one period a day with stu-
dents makes it harder to get to 
know them as individuals, and he 
is “missing that personal connec-
tion” he had with his third graders.

Belber came to GDS in the 
fall of 1997. “Since I was a young 
teenager, I always coached soccer 
in the summers,” he said, and “I 
knew that that third grade age was 
my favorite age of young kids to 
work with.”

Growing up in D.C., Belber 
attended Beauvoir for elementary 
school and then St. Albans for mid-
dle and high school. He recalls run-
ning around D.C. during soccer and 
track practices. “I knew very little 
about GDS when I was growing up 
in Washington,” he said. 

His first teaching job was at 
Beauvoir for two years as a teach-
ing intern, he said. After those 
two years, Belber applied for po-
sitions at other schools, and “fell 
in love” with GDS after being in-
terviewed and visiting the campus. 
“The whole environment at GDS 
just felt refreshing and authentic 
in a way that I hadn’t experienced 
before,” he said.

Belber said his interest in 
D.C. history began when he was a 
third grader at Beauvoir. “I’ve al-
ways been fascinated by the ques-
tions of the city and how it came 
to be,” he said. “I’ve spent a lot 
of time reading around it, walking 
around it, running around it and ex-
ploring it.” He said he has always 

been fascinated by Belt Road, pre-
viously a country road, now a res-
idential street a few blocks from 
both GDS and his home. 

Belber has “always been pas-
sionate about history,” according to 
Howell. He said he decided to take 
the part-time teaching position as  a 
ninth-grade history teacher because 
of his desire to share his enthusi-
asm for history with others. And an 
added benefit from the transition 
is that he gets to see members of 
the cross country and track teams 
during the school day. 

Belber’s passion for history 
is reflected in the routes that his 
cross country team runs for prac-
tice. “I’ve been on a number of 
runs with him where he loves to 
talk about the history of D.C.,” 

senior Luke Cohen, a captain of the 
cross country team, said in an inter-
view. “It’s super cool to be able to go 
on a run with him and have him tell 
us about the neighborhood.”

Cohen sang Belber’s praises as 
a coach. “He spends as much time 
on the top runners as he does on the 
last runner,” he said.

Andrew Leopold, a student in 
his sixth-period D.C. history class, 
said that in class Belber “often tells 
us about the tours he’s been on of 
D.C. on the weekends. I see his pas-
sion.”

In an email to the Bit, Belber 
wrote that Dumbarton Oaks Park, 
which is now home to running trails, 
was part of a “fake English coun-
tryside” that was designed in 1920. 
“Now people walk their dogs there 

having no idea they are moving 
through a park which was land-
scaped to appear ‘wild’ 100 years 
ago,” he wrote.

He also mentioned the his-
toric Ben’s Chilli Bowl, whose 
owners have sent their chil-
dren to GDS for multiple gen-
erations. “Every student in the 
school should be required to stop 
there for a great meal and a bet-
ter understanding of the city we 
call home,” he wrote.

Belber said that GDS never 
leaves his mind, but that doesn’t 
bother him: “It’s a topic at my 
dinner table at night. It’s what I 
do from the time I get home un-
til I go to bed. It doesn’t feel like 
I’m trying to put it at arm’s length 
because I enjoy it.”

Anthony Belber at his desk in the history office. Photo by Sawyer Thompson.

“The thing I’ve 
always been most 

passionate about is 
D.C. history,”
Belber said.
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Two Science Electives Introduce Students to Independent Research
to in the lab, with the class visit-
ing streams, parks and occasion-
ally farms to collect data.

Pilling sought to create an 
opportunity for students to do 
field work as part of a class’s cur-
riculum. She wanted students “to 
experience real hands-on learn-
ing and scientific investigation,” 
she said, which is why she cre-
ated Applied Research in Envi-
ronmental Science in 2017.

Wallace’s students split their 
time between two spaces: class-
room 314 and lab room 315. Se-
nior Izzy Evers, one of Wallace’s 
students, said she had never been 
in either of the rooms before, and 
she didn’t even know they ex-
isted. The lab room is only used 
by one other class—also an up-
per-level biology course—and 
remains a mystery to many stu-
dents, who have never set foot 
in it.

Room 315 is also set apart 
from other lab rooms in that it 
boasts a large mural depicting 
brains and neurons spanning one 
wall. Wallace said he commis-
sioned GDS alumnus Danny Diaz 
’12 to design and paint the mu-
ral for the lab room about three 
years after Diaz graduated.

According to Wallace, the 
lab is stocked with the usual 
chemicals and equipment found 
in other high school labs, but his 
class sometimes requires addi-
tional supplies. Wallace obtains 
less common reagents, such as 
restriction enzymes for cloning, 
from certain biotech companies. 
For example, he has used New 

Most science classes at GDS 
take a lecture-based approach, 
where students learn directly 
from a teacher at a whiteboard 
and occasionally perform labs 
to apply the material. Two sci-
ence classes at GDS, however, 
shy away from the lecture style 
of learning and follow a more 
hands-on method.

Science teachers Bill Wal-
lace and C.A. Pilling teach re-
search-based courses at the high 
school: UL Research in Biology 
and Applied Research in Envi-
ronmental Science, respectively. 
Wallace and Pilling pride them-
selves on having their students 
learn through investigation, re-
search and discovery, rather than 
a traditional lecture-based ap-
proach.

Research in Biology con-
sists almost entirely of labs. Af-
ter spending a short while at the 
beginning of the year learning 
skills like lab report writing and 
statistical analysis, students dive 
into experiments based on a broad 
theme, such as homeostasis, and a 
model organism selected by Wal-
lace. Second semester, they’ll 
construct their own labs based 
on their individual interests in 
biology.

Wallace said he created the 
Research in Biology course 15 
years ago out of a desire to teach 
students to think like professional 
scientists. “I treat the kids like I 
would my grad students and my 
postdocs in terms of how you go 
about making discoveries,” Wal-
lace said. “The technical level is 
different, of course, but the atti-
tude and how you design an ex-
periment is at that same level.”

Pilling teaches two indepen-
dent semester-long environment 
courses; the fall course is cen-
tered on stream and forest ecol-
ogy, while the spring course fo-
cuses on climate science and on 
social and environmental jus-
tice. In her classes, students do 
research in the field as opposed 

England BioLabs, which sup-
plies high school and collegiate 
labs.

Students in his class often 
will design and build their own 
apparatuses, sometimes utilizing 
the theater department’s work-
shop. Wallace said that students 
once constructed a system of 
tubes to investigate the diet pref-
erences of fruit flies, using ma-
terials from the shop.

The course’s second semes-
ter provides “an opportunity to 
teach kids how to ask intelligent 
questions,” Wallace said. He en-
courages students to figure out 
how to answer these questions 
on their own.

Evers said Wallace’s UL Re-
search in Biology course “is fun 
because it’s discussion-based.” 
She prefers the more active 
learning approach of the class be-
cause she dislikes “sitting down 
and listening to a teacher explain 

things,” she said. “I’m much more 
of a hands-on learner.”

Senior Shiv Raman said that 
each student is responsible for 
their own work since “Bill is not 
breathing down your back, try-
ing to make you get stuff done.”

Wallace’s students run their 
experiments with sometimes lit-
tle to no guidance. Both Evers 
and Raman spoke about the au-
tonomy Wallace gives them while 
they work on experiments—they 
even worked in the lab without 
faculty supervision when Wal-
lace was out of town. Raman also 
spoke about being able to work in 
the lab outside of class if needed.

Wallace said that most of the 
students who take his class “are 
already interested in research to 
begin with and want to see what 
it’s about.” The roster of UL Re-
search in Biology is entirely made 
up of seniors, as the course is de-
signed to be a capstone class: a 

culmination of science learn-
ing for students interested in 
research.

Raman said that the class’s 
independent nature calls for re-
serving it for upperclassmen. 
“You need to be disciplined 
enough to carry the burden by 
yourself,” he said.

Both Wallace and Pilling 
expressed a desire for more 
research-based science in the 
GDS course catalog; Pilling 
said she wants more indepen-
dent, open-ended  research op-
portunities outside of the class-
room, too.

“We need to design a pro-
gram for kids that are interested 
in doing science research that 
kids can start as 9th or 10th 
graders,” Wallace proposed. 
“What I’ve done is just a small 
start towards something I’d love 
to see be a more formal and a 
bigger program.” 

Features
by eliana green

are currently 21 students signed 
up to work, but only about 14 
of them consistently sign up for 
shifts. Young attributed the lack 
of student involvement to under-
classmen. “There was an entirely 
new generation of students who 
didn’t even know what the Hop 
Shop was, so garnering interest 
among the student body was in-
credibly difficult,” she said.

Docter-Loeb said that when 
the shop was understaffed before 
the pandemic, he would approach 
random people asking them if 
they wanted to work there.

Senior Jacob Getlan, who 
began working for the Hop Shop 
as a freshman, said he has not 
been very available this semes-
ter, but plans to work more next 
semester. He said that he has 
only seen one person at a time 

working there when it has been 
open this semester. Getlan noted 
that fewer students purchase 
from the Hop Shop when it is 
open, and he has heard students 
complain about increased prices.

Young said that she and 
Zeilinger work hard to keep 
prices down, which she says is 
part of their mission. They shop 
from multiple stores to look for 
the best deals. And, according 
to Young, the shop makes only 
minimal increases when they are 
necessary. For example, Oreos 
went from $1.25 to $1.50 since 
the pandemic.

“Honestly, I think most un-
derclassmen, and especially 
freshmen, go to the vending ma-
chine a lot more than the Hop 
Shop,” sophomore Jessica Berger 
said.

Students earn service hours 
for working at the Hop Shop, and 

Difficulties Faced by Student-Run Store Include Employee Shortage
Continued from Page 1

Getlan believes that the incen-
tive of the hours is “a significant 
reason why people work there.” 
However, Zeilinger, Young and 
Getlan added that they have 
gained more than service hours 
from their work with the Hop 
Shop.  

“It’s beneficial to learn about 
how businesses operate,” Young 
said. “It’s a really fun group of 
people, and I really admire the 
commitment to social justice.”

All of the Hop Shop’s prof-
its go to charities. Young said, 
“We generally try to donate to 
local charities.” In the past, the 
shop has donated to Capital Area 
Food Bank and We Are Family, 
two charities based in D.C.

Zeilinger declined to pro-
vide to the Bit data about the 
Hop Shop’s sales and revenue 
over the past four years.

While the Hop Shop 

continues to experience chal-
lenges as a result of the pan-
demic, both co-CEOs believe 
that it will be open more often 
in the coming weeks. 

Docter-Loeb said that he un-
derstands that running the store 
post-COVID would not be easy. 
“It was a school store that was 
put together over the course of a 

year. The fact that there are still 
things being sold, I consider 
a win,” he said. Docter-Loeb, 
currently on winter break from 
Carleton College, said that, es-
pecially after hearing about the 
state of the Hop Shop in the in-
terview, he plans to visit GDS 
and bring candy necklaces to the 
store before GDS’ winter break 
begins.

He remembers one time 
during his senior year he de-
cided to sell a whole box of Eggo 
waffles, and, as students cooked 
them in the microwave, a crowd 
surrounded the Hop Shop. 

Docter-Loeb hopes that the 
Hop Shop can continue to en-
gage with the community and 
have a positive impact on GDS 
and, through donations, on D.C. 
He suggested that the Hop Shop 
introduce promotions and “have 
fun with it and spice things up.”

“Honestly, I think 
most underclassmen, 

and especially 
freshmen, go to the 
vending machine a 
lot more than the 

Hop Shop,”
Berger said.

Room 315, where Bill Wallace’s UL biology students do labs. Photo by Hercules Zhang.

“What I’ve done is 
just a small start 

towards something 
I’d love to see be a 
more formal and a 
bigger program," 

Wallace said.
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The Tenleytown Shooting Should Have Felt Like a Bigger Deal

On Friday, Nov. 18, gunshots 
were reported outside of Jack-
son-Reed High School just after 
2:45 p.m. Jackson-Reed was put 
into lockdown and Deal Middle 
School and Lafayette Elementary 
School were promptly placed un-
der an “alert status.” Soon after, 
GDS was placed under a shelter-
in-place order, not allowing stu-
dents to leave or enter the build-
ing.

I remember when the first an-
nouncement was made. I was sit-
ting in my European history class, 
finishing up a review for the next 
test. A flood of texts alerted my 
phone, with friends from GDS 
sending me rumors of what they 
had heard about the shooting, most 
of which came from Twitter. As 
the announcement of the shelter-
in-place came through the inter-
com, a sense of confusion over-
whelmed me. 

There were many unanswered 
questions at the time. Were peo-
ple harmed? Was the shooter at-
tempting to come to GDS? It was 
difficult to process an event that 
was so unexpected. The threat of 
gun violence felt foreign and I 
was surprised to see it occuring 
so close to me. My heart began to 

race thinking about what I would 
text my parents and the concern 
that they would feel.

When the reality of the situ-
ation became apparent and it was 
clear that GDS wasn’t a direct 
target, I, along with many of my 
peers, began to ease up. School 
activities resumed under the shel-
ter-in-place order. I stayed after 
school to work backstage on the 
school play. But as the company 
got actors ready without knowing 
if the show would go on, every 
student in the building was asked 
to move to the basement.

I once again was confused—
what if the threat had developed 
into something more imminent? 
At the time, no one knew why we 
were ordered to move downstairs. 
As everyone formed their own 
clusters in the turf room, “Party in 
the USA” by Miley Cyrus blasted 
through someone’s speaker. Many 
began to dance in the center of the 
room, and I joined as well, acting 
as if nothing was happening out-
side of GDS. Students were laugh-
ing and talking about normal, ev-
eryday things, with the uncertainty 
still looming as to what the situa-
tion actually was.

I opened TikTok on my phone. 
The first thing that popped up on 
my For You Page was a video of a 

Jackson-Reed student dancing to 
BlocBoy JB’s “Shoot” while hid-
ing in the corner of a classroom 
during their lockdown. I giggled at 
the fact that someone could make 
a comedic video out of such a se-
rious event. A few TikToks later, 
more Jackson-Reed students were 
dancing in a sped up video with 
the caption, “Slay we survived the 
shooting.”

After coming home, I thought 
about my and others’ reactions to 
the day’s events. My feeling of 
safety at school was questioned for 
the first time in my high school ca-
reer. I thought about how noncha-
lant we were, dancing and laugh-
ing in the basement. There was a 
momentary shock that most of us 
experienced when the incident was 
announced, but it quickly faded. I 
felt emotionally unaffected. 

The threat of gun violence has 
become so normalized in people’s 
everyday lives that, when it came 
close to the GDS community, stu-
dents remained largely unfazed. 
This impending threat across the 
United States has made people de-
sensitized to an event that should 
create panic. As of Nov. 22, there 
have been 607 mass shootings in 
2022. This number is more than 
almost every other country in the 

by aymaan enayetullah world. To me, if the situation ma-
terialized into a mass shooting, it 
would have been an insignificant 
addition to the hundreds that oc-
cur so frequently in this country. 

Because gun violence is com-
mon in many people’s lives, we 
forget to think about the trauma 
that it causes—even though GDS 
wasn’t under a direct attack, lives 

Digital illustration by Ivy Sand.

could have easily been at stake. I 
hope that someday, everyone, in-
cluding me, will understand the 
severity of gun violence—that we 
shouldn’t have been dancing and 
laughing in the basement. If the 
threat of gun violence were to af-
fect GDS in the future, it is im-
portant to treat the situation with 
a greater level of apprehension.

Dear Women, Don’t Let the Male Gaze Change You

Dear women,
We are all likely familiar with 

the term “male gaze”—some may 
even believe the term to be trite 
and overused—but in recent per-
sonal reflection, I have discov-
ered that the male gaze affects me 
nearly every day. It affects me in 
ways both that I am conscious of 
and that I cannot pin down with-
out deep reflection. The Oxford 
English Dictionary defines the 
male gaze as a “characteristically 
male perspective,” especially one 
“thought to reveal chauvinistic, 
misogynistic, or voyeuristic atti-
tudes.” I believe there is more to 

it than that.
I view the effect of the male 

gaze as the feeling you have as 
a woman that everything you’re 
doing is wrong, or that you could 
always be doing better. It inhib-
its my ability to celebrate my ac-
complishments or live life men-
tally freely. High school is the 
time when all people, not just fe-
males, are encouraged to step out-
side their comfort zones and try 
new things. It isn’t the case that 
the male gaze affects me more 
now than when I was younger, 
but rather that I have grown to be-
come aware of its effects in the 
things I do daily and of how it per-
petuates negative thought cycles. 

Because the notion that 
women are sexual objects and are 
inferior to men has been ingrained 
in our society in many ways, I 
have seen women—myself in-
cluded—internalize these stereo-
types and misconceptions, forcing 
us to constantly doubt ourselves. I 
could be doing any activity, from 
biking to studying for my calcu-
lus test, and I get the sense I am 
being watched over. In the case of 
the former, I notice myself having 
thoughts like “how do I look right 
now?” or “would I look better if 
my hair were pulled back instead 
of let down?” I feel that I am be-
ing perceived in a way that affects 
my ability to enjoy the activity to 

its fullest extent. In the latter situ-
ation, I feel what many would re-
fer to as imposter syndrome. Be-
cause women have historically 
been discriminated against in 
math and science fields, my view 
of my own ability to succeed at 
these subjects is affected. When I 
study difficult mathematical con-
tent, I have thoughts pertaining 
to my intelligence, like “I’m not 
smart enough for this.” And then, 
like what many believe to be a ste-
reotypical teenage girl, I’ll resort 
to scrolling on TikTok to do some-
thing that feels more comfortable.

From what I’ve seen, over-
thinking is typical for a teenage 
girl. I’ve noticed that when my 
friends are doing a number of ac-
tivities similar to the ones I men-
tioned, they express their worries 
about not being good enough. I 
would not in any way try to claim 
that my thought process’ toxic na-
ture lies in its uniqueness; in fact, 
I claim the opposite. The prob-
lem is so embedded in society 
that many people believe that be-
cause self-critical thought patterns 
are common, we should just ac-
cept them.

The effects of the male gaze 
in my life go beyond just nega-
tive and degrading thought cycles; 
I also notice their direct impact 
on my conversations with boys 
at school. I am a naturally con-
fident and outspoken person, but 
when I am in conversation with 
boys, I am hyper-aware of how 
I come off. It doesn’t affect me 
to the extent that I change how I 
present myself, but the mere fact 
I become aware of how I come 
off is problematic. The presence 
of these self-conscious thoughts is 
a sign that male perception affects 

me in some way.
For others who are strug-

gling, I would like to offer 
some bits of advice on how to 
approach the problems the male 
gaze presents. The first is to be-
come aware of your thoughts. 
Thoughts are powerful, and the 
negative and doubtful thinking 
caused by fear of male percep-
tion contains us in a chamber of 
self-doubt. The best way to com-
bat this problem is by becoming 
conscious of it and changing your 
own perception by understand-
ing there is a deep reason for 
your hyper-awareness; your un-
necessary self-doubt stems from 
the consequences caused by the 
male gaze. You are allowed to 
be athletic without worrying if 
you look good, and you are al-
lowed to work hard at math with-
out feeling like an imposter.

The second piece of advice 
is a more outwardly applicable 
approach. In situations where 
your so-called non-feminine 
traits, like boldness and confi-
dence, are diminished, stand your 
ground. Don’t take criticism of 
your femininity personally, be-
cause much of the time, people 
will be provoked simply when a 
girl strays from how she is con-
ditioned to act. 

The societal constructs 
rooted in male perception are set 
up to diminish women’s power. 
I implore all of you to recognize 
that these exist and, rather than 
let them define you, understand 
that their effects shouldn’t deter-
mine how you define your self-
worth.

Yours truly,
Antonia 

Digital illustration by Nava Mach.

by antonia brooks
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The World Cup Is About More Than Just the Game

As a person who has lived 
around the world, I have had 
experiences with many differ-
ent people, cultures and societ-
ies. With these opportunities, I 
have experienced the benefits of 
knowing a diverse range of peo-
ple with backgrounds from around 
the world. Such different perspec-
tives can sadly lead to discord and 
conflict—but having the opportu-
nity to experience so many differ-
ent cultures enables me to have 
a unique vantage point that al-
lows me to not only see what di-
vides us, but also what brings us 
together.

I am able to understand that 

it’s not a certain idea, sentiment 
or belief that unites the world. In-
stead, it’s something overlooked, 
something someone could be do-
ing right now in their own back-
yard, that unites us in a way that 
is hard to describe: the beautiful 
game—soccer (or football—I 
guess the world can’t agree on 
everything). 

Soccer is spectacular. It is un-
biased, non-political and univer-
sal. Soccer is the great equalizer; 
it unites people around the globe. 
Young or old, rich or poor—ev-
eryday people come together to 
play, watch and celebrate soccer. 
It brings the best out in us: team-
work, sportsmanship, patriotism 
and determination. The sport also 

provides us with lifelong lessons 
including resilience, friendship 
and grit. Soccer means so much 
to so many; it makes us happy and 
it makes us sad. Soccer unites all 
of us.  

There is no better way to rep-
resent the globe’s love for soc-
cer than the FIFA World Cup—
the iconic culmination of soccer 
games around the world. Nations 
from around the world come to-
gether in one country to celebrate 
and compete in soccer games. A 
game that, to many, is a frivolous 
pastime is simultaneously mean-
ingful and serious. The World Cup 
is able to concentrate so many dif-
ferent cultures and backgrounds 
into one stadium. 

What particularly excites me 
about the World Cup is the fans 
from countries around the world 
who travel to support their nation. 
If there is one thing I have learned 
from my experiences around the 
world, it is how passionate people 
are about who they are and where 
they’re from. It doesn’t matter 
if it’s the places I am from, the 
United States and Germany; or the 
countries l have lived in, such as 
the Netherlands; or places I have 
visited, like Spain, Morocco or Ja-
pan. Everyone around the world 
shows up for their country. The 
game itself is not what primarily 
makes the sport special; it is the 
people. 

Even I, who didn’t travel to 
see this year’s World Cup, was 
still able to enjoy the games from 
the Forum with my friends during 
lunch and our free periods. Not 
only does the game break down 
cultural barriers in the world, but 
it also unites me with both friends 
who are avid soccer players and 
those who usually don’t watch 
soccer. There is no better way to 
spend my free time than watching 
a game I love with my classmates 
rather than being on our phones, 
disconnected from each other and 
the world.

Soccer has become a part of 
my identity through growing up 
playing the sport and watching the 
World Cup. Although I may not 
be the best, fastest or most techni-
cal, I love the sport. On the field, 
it allows me to take a break from 

what’s going on around me. 
Recently, when feeling over-
whelmed with schoolwork, I 
went outside to play soccer as 
both a distraction from the work 
I had and a mechanism to re-
duce my stress. Soccer has given 
me the space to get away from 
my cluttering thoughts and, be-
cause of this, it has become my 
place of refuge, both mentally 
and physically. When playing, 
soccer makes me feel better as 
I am able to exercise, get stron-
ger and have fun with my friends 
all at once. I see the benefits of 
soccer off the field as well; I’m 
able to watch soccer, discuss it 
with my family and friends and 
support my countries and teams. 
The sport acts as a conversa-
tion-starter and a way to gauge 
multiple people’s perspectives. 
The special connection with the 
sport formed through these in-
teractions is felt by so many 
around the world and is what I 
believe makes soccer so popular. 

Although both the coun-
tries I was rooting for, Ger-
many and the United States, 
have been eliminated, I still sit 
down to watch the World Cup 
with friends and family. To me 
and many others, the game is 
about so much more than just 
winning. Sure, it would be very 
exciting to see my countries suc-
ceed, but what is more valuable 
is the connection I feel through 
both watching and playing soc-
cer. 

Students gather in the Forum to watch the World Cup. Photo by Olivia Brown.

by nick von hindenburg

OpiniOns
Play a Sport at GDS

Everyone should play a sport 
at GDS, regardless of their ath-
letic ability. While I recognize that 
some see little appeal in such ac-
tivities, the importance of sports 
in high school extends far beyond 
practicing and competing. Sports 
in high school provide a neces-
sary framework to engage in fun-
damental experiences like friend-
ship and competition. They also 
serve to help feel a part of the GDS 
community, one that can often be 
overwhelming, especially when 
first entering high school.

Upon the recent completion 
of the cross country season, I wit-
nessed firsthand the power of high 
school sports, even as someone 
who is not on the team. After the 
season ended with the MAC and 
DC state championships, many of 
the senior runners posted odes to 
their cross country experiences on 
Instagram. One such senior was 
Jamie Zimmermann, who cap-
tioned his post “best four” in ref-
erence to the four years he was on 
the team. In an interview, Zimmer-
mann admitted to not loving run-
ning itself, yet still called running 
cross country for GDS something 
he “loved doing.”

The traditions that are built 
into high school sports are part of 
what makes them uniquely spe-
cial. Activities like psychs, where 
an entire team wears coordinated 
outfits to build excitement be-
fore a game, exemplify the jovial 

atmosphere of GDS sports. Irrep-
licable bonds are formed through 
things like team dinners, and 
through the distinct cultures of 
each team—Zimmermann called 
the cross country team, which has 
about 80 people, “the biggest fam-
ily outside of my own family that 
I’ve ever encountered.”

One of my favorite sports-re-
lated memories is a longstanding 
tradition on the GDS baseball 
team, which I am a part of. One 
night on the annual spring break 
trip to Florida, the entire team con-
gregates in a single room, and each 
grade level is assigned a short skit 
in response to a prompt that the se-
niors on the team devise for them. 
The seniors then act as judges and 
award a prize to the winner. These 
skits bring the entire program to-
gether and create an almost famil-
ial environment as we all pack into 
one hotel room to laugh together.

When reflecting on his GDS 
sports experience, alumnus Ken 
Bailey ’22 told me the trip to Flor-
ida we took last spring was one of 
his best high school memories. In 
the last conversation I had with 
Bailey before he went off to col-
lege, we sat and reminisced about 
the trip, laughing and fondly re-
membering the joy and tradition 
we were lucky to be a part of. 

Little traditions like the skits 
serve to bring students from dif-
ferent grade levels together to 
form connections that would 
likely not otherwise exist. Inter-
actions between underclassmen 

and upperclassmen are far rarer 
during a regular school day, as 
they would likely not share many 
classes, than in an athletic environ-
ment after school. Juniors and se-
niors on teams are often quick to 
reach out to younger kids and are 
at times able to act as role mod-
els. “So many seniors would say 
hi to me in the hallway, and while 
that seems small, as a freshman 
coming into this big high school 
community that was really major,” 
Zimmermann said. 

The friendships formed 
through spending multiple hours 
practicing every day in pursuit of a 
common goal are uniquely strong. 

by luca pedroni
Even only including practice time, 
you are spending a minimum of 
ten hours per week with the same 
people, meaning you are bound 
to build substantive connections 
to your teammates—connections 
which often transcend the cliqu-
ishness that can characterize high 
school social life.

As someone who has played 
competitive sports both in and out 
of school, I can say with full con-
fidence that nothing compares to 
high school sports. I have traveled 
across the country, stayed in count-
less hotels and spent many hours 
at practices with club sports teams, 
but have never come close to the 

The cross country team at state championships. Photo by Kaiden J. Yu.

level of camaraderie with team-
mates that I have through GDS 
athletics. There is a level of al-
legiance to your community and 
closeness to your team mem-
bers evident in school sports that 
is simply not present outside of 
school, and those feelings come 
to define the sports experience 
at GDS almost as much as play-
ing the sport itself.

There is a reason why I 
look forward to playing baseball 
for GDS all year, and because of 
that, I address this piece to any-
one debating whether to sign up 
to play a sport. I strongly en-
courage you all to try it out.
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Behind Popular Fata Morgana Shows, a Collaborative Process

Five dancers for GDS’ student 
dance group, Fata Morgana, walked 
into the dance studio for a rehearsal 
on a Thursday morning. They casu-
ally chattered as they entered, and 
a few took off their shoes.

The choreographer for the 
dance about to be rehearsed, ju-
nior Zoe Ferguson—who is also 
one of Fata’s heads—stared at the 
floor for a moment and then called 
the group together. She soon be-
gan to demonstrate a move to two 
dancers, while the others practiced 
on their own.

The dance included synchro-
nized and individual movements 
and dramatic kicks and spins. 
“What feels better,” Ferguson 
asked at one point, “right or left?” 
Left, the group agreed. 

Another time, one of the danc-
ers improvised a flourish to part 
of the choreography and Fergu-
son paused. “That was cute. I liked 
that,” she said.

Ferguson noted in an interview 
that, though she prepares chore-
ography in advance, many of the 
specifics of the dance are worked 
out during rehearsals. “I usually 
end up tweaking it when I’m ac-
tually in the studio with the danc-
ers,” she said.

Junior Avery Brown, Fata’s 
other head, explained that the spirit 
of collaboration is important to Fa-
ta’s culture. In auditions, dancers 
don’t compete for slots in the group 
because everyone is accepted. In-
stead, auditions help the heads and 
choreographers assign students to 
dances. “It’s supposed to be a fun 
thing, like a team bonding experi-
ence,” she said. 

Fata members rehearse their 
fall setlist from auditions in Sep-
tember to shows on Dec. 8, 9 and 
10, in the dance studio or the act-
ing room, depending on which is 
available, generally during com-
munity time. Each dance has one 
rehearsal a week. “Getting a break 
from sitting down at a desk doing 

by avram shapiro your schoolwork in the middle of 
the day to move is I think some-
thing all of us really appreciate,” 
Ferguson said of rehearsals.

Fata is an almost entirely stu-
dent-run group; the dances, which 
are of a wide variety of sizes and 
style, are choreographed, cast, 
managed and performed by stu-
dent members.  

The faculty advisor, dance 
and acting teacher Maria Watson, 
affirmed in an interview her be-
lief in the heads’ capacity to run 
the group without her stepping 
in. “They were elected heads be-
cause they know what they’re do-
ing,” she said. “I try not to sit in 
too much at rehearsals because it 
makes the dancers nervous,” she 
added, laughing.

But Watson occasionally in-
tervenes if she has concerns about 
a dance. “If I see something that’s 
just not working, or if something 
is really in your face risque, then 
that’s got to go,” she said.

Both Brown and Ferguson 

were elected to their positions as 
Fata heads—Brown in the fall se-
mester of last year and Ferguson in 
the spring. Brown was the first Fata 
head to be elected (though she was 
the only one who ran).

Before, Fata heads were se-
lected by the previous heads, but 
the group’s then-heads changed the 
policy after anonymous posts on 
the Instagram account @blackat-
gds criticized the group’s head se-
lection process for producing a se-
ries of white leaders.

As heads, Brown and Fergu-
son assign dancers to dances af-
ter auditions, manage each dance’s 
schedule and reserve rooms for re-
hearsals. They occasionally come 
into rehearsals of dances they aren’t 
part of to give feedback and also 
organize a day of rehearsal when 
everyone performs their dances for 
each other to get a sense of which 
dances might need extra support. 

Another function of being a 
Fata head is to choreograph the 
opening number of the show that 
features every dancer, a process 
Brown characterized as “kind of 
stressful, even though it’s fun.” 

Looking ahead to the Decem-
ber shows, Brown, Ferguson and 
senior Elly Robinson, a Fata dancer 
who has been with the group all 
throughout high school, all ex-
pressed excitement. “I just think 
all my dances this year are really 
good,” Robinson said.

One member of the GDS com-
munity who anticipates coming to 
see the upcoming Fata show has a 
connection to the group that traces 
back almost 25 years: Tenth Grade 
Dean Julie Stein ’99, one of Fata’s 
founders.

Stein told the Bit that Fata was 
initially a small group of about six 
students who performed exper-
imental modern dance. “There’s 

something really special about 
starting something and being small 
and scrappy and quirky and weird,” 
Stein said. “There was a magic in 
that.” 

When she returned to GDS 
as a teacher in 2013 and saw Fa-
ta’s shows, she was impressed by 
how Fata had grown beyond her 
and her friends’ initial, modest con-
ception. “I just love how many peo-
ple are involved in it,” she said. 
“I’m so excited that people get to 
go to GDS, love dance and find out-
lets for it.”

The group has taken on a cul-
tural significance at GDS. The au-
dience for any show is import-
ant, but for Fata shows there is a 
tradition of the audience directly 
interacting with performers and 
cheering for them. “The more the 
audience cheers, the more hyped 
up we get on stage,” Brown said. 
“And it’s just a way better experi-
ence for everyone involved.” 

Stein recalled jokingly that the 
Fata shows she performed with her 
friends were “hushed and serious,” 
in contrast to today’s Fata perfor-
mances. They “were joyful,” she 
added, “but we took ourselves very 
seriously as artists.”

When Stein first started Fata, 
there was no faculty advisor. Wat-
son became the second faculty 
advisor in the mid-2000s and, in 
a change from her predecessor’s 
policy, allowed anyone who audi-
tioned for Fata to get in. “When I 
took over, I was like, we should 
really make dance for everyone,” 
she said.

Ferguson told the Bit that 
some of Fata’s popularity among 
students and teachers can be at-
tributed to its deep roots at GDS. 
“There’s a bit of iconicism to the 
shows that makes people excited 
to see them,” she said.

The women’s varsity bas-
ketball team, made up of almost 
entirely underclassmen except 
for one senior and one junior, is 
hoping to live up to last year’s 
DCSAA Class A championship 
run.

Assistant Athletic Director 
Pam Stanfield, who is also the 
head coach of the varsity team, ex-
pressed particular happiness about 
the number of players in the bas-
ketball program this year. “I am 
super excited about the numbers 
because I was a little nervous,” 
she said. Before the season, “not 
a lot of kids signed up, but then 
at the first day of practice we had 
a whole bunch of kids.”

Stanfield said that there were 
enough kids playing this season to 
divide the group into a junior-var-
sity and varsity team (which has 
not been the case every year), with 
a few players switching back and 
forth between the two. PE teacher 
Jodi Jackson will coach the JV 
team this season.

“I always preach that we need 
to have a JV team because it helps 
develop a varsity team,” Stanfield 
said. “And we’ve struggled with 
numbers with women’s basket-
ball, so it was amazing to see how 
many people turned out.”

Despite gaining many players 
for the new season, the team also 
lost a significant number from last 
year. Every player but one from 
the team’s usual starting five either 
graduated or left GDS and went to 
play for another high school team. 
Then-sophomore Zania Socka was 
a standout member of GDS’ team 
last year, but transferred to play 
for Sidwell Friends this season. 
Samia Greene, another sophomore 
on the varsity team last year, also 
left GDS.

Junior Madisyn Moore-Nich-
olson, the only member of the 
starting five from last year’s var-
sity lineup, said that going into 
this season, she wasn’t going to 
fixate on the loss of players. “Hon-
estly I didn’t really focus on that 
because it was what it was,” she 
said. “I just focused on myself and 

getting better individually.”
Stanfield, similarly, wasn’t 

hyper-focused on the loss of play-
ers. “That’s their decision,” she 
said about the choice of players to 
move to other teams. “I just have 
to move on and rock with the kids 
that I have.”

On Wednesday, the team 
played a pre-season scrimmage 
against Calvin Coolidge High 
School—a team that ranked 
only slightly higher than GDS in 
DCSAA last year—and lost three 
of four quarters. (Since the game 
is a scrimmage, the game was not 
scored cumulatively. Scores were 
tallied for each of the four quar-
ters, but not added together.)

The first quarter of the game 
began with a lot of strong play 
from Coolidge, with their play-
ers able to largely keep posses-
sion of the ball with smooth, 
clean passing. As the quarter pro-
gressed, though, GDS managed 
to break through Coolidge’s de-
fense somewhat—largely thanks 
to Moore-Nicholson and fresh-
man Cai Roberson driving the ball 

down the court with speed and dy-
namic dribbling. By the end of the 
quarter, Coolidge had won 15-9.

The next quarter was the only 
one won by GDS, and the team 
seemed to gain a little more con-
fidence and comfort on the court 
and scored a few key points off 
the bat. Coolidge was destabilized 
slightly by GDS’ comeback, and 
GDS’ leading margin was solid-
ified by a skillful three pointer 
from Roberson. The final score 
for the second quarter was 12-8.

But in the next two quarters, 
Coolidge regained its footing and 
soundly defeated GDS, first 18-
12 and then 12-10, thanks again 
in large part to the players’ coor-
dinated passing.

Despite the loss against 
Coolidge, Stanfield believes that 
the GDS team will only improve 
as the season goes on. “You got 
young kids, so they’ll grow and 
get better as the season pro-
gresses,” she said.

Moore-Nicholson also said 
that she believed the team had 
potential. “I’m hopeful for this 

season,” she said. “We have some 
good pieces and we’re putting it 
together.”

Stanfield, as well as senior 
Alex Wood and Roberson, empha-
sized the friendly and supportive 
nature of the team environment 
as well. “Everybody likes each 
other, it’s great,” Stanfield said. 
“And I love coming to practice 
every day.”

“I feel like the team has a 
good chemistry because every-
one’s really friendly and really 
supportive,” Roberson added.

According to Stanfield, the 
success of the players moving for-
ward will be helped by the con-
nections they have with her and 
each other. She described the pro-
cess of having one-on-one meet-
ings with players to discuss their 
goals for the season and what they 
hope to accomplish. “Just having 
that one on one connection with 
the kids, that connection, I think 
is a big piece for us,” she said.

Sloane Holder contributed re-
porting.

For Women’s Varsity Basketball, New Faces and Big Shoes to Fill
by avram shapiro

arts

Fata Morgana dancers rehearse in the dance studio during a community time period. Photos by Olivia Brown.
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D.C. Boba Tea Guide

by nico david-fox and 
ellie kessler

In recent years, boba tea—also 
known as bubble tea—has taken the 
country by storm. The drink, consist-
ing of tapioca balls and a flavored tea, 
was originally created in Taiwan in 
the 1980s and was brought over time 
to the United States by Taiwanese 
immigrants. New boba shops have 
popped up throughout the D.C. area 
as demand has increased, especially 
among young people. 

As avid boba consumers, we 
took it upon ourselves to determine 
which shops are the best based on 
specific criteria—ambiance, accessi-
bility, price, boba, tea, ratio of boba to 
tea and overall variety of flavors—to 
give each of the six stores a grade out 
of 10 and rank them. When generat-
ing the overall rating, we weighted 
the tea and boba twice as much as all 
the other aspects. At each shop, we or-
dered the smallest size of black milk 
tea with boba, which is considered to 
be the most classic flavor, and all of 
the prices that we list include tax, but 
not a tip. Even though our rankings 
are based on our own preferences, we 
understand that other people might 
have different tastes, and we hope that 
we provide enough details that read-
ers can decide for themselves which 
shops to visit.
1. ShareTea in Chinatown

519 H St NW, Washington, 
D.C., 20001

ShareTea is a little shop located 
near Capital One Arena in China-
town. It is very close to the Gal-
lery Place Metro stop, and there are 
also some bus lines running nearby. 
However, there was not much park-
ing. Although the store only does on-
line orders and does not have indoor 
seating, ShareTea is perfect for get-
ting boba on the go. The wait time 

is not too bad—in our experience, 
typically under 10 minutes—espe-
cially if you order on the way there. 
It has a good variety of flavors, with 
drinks like “honey lemonade with 
aloe vera.” Its classic milk tea with 
boba was great—fresh, not too big 
boba and a perfect tea flavor that was 
on the sweeter side. Its portions are 
also very big for the price. The small-
est size cost $6.30 and was definitely 
large enough for two people to split. 
Overall, ShareTea is a really good 
boba shop, and we would definitely 
recommend it. 

Individual Ratings:
• Price: 4/10
• Ambiance: 7/10
• Accessibility: 8/10
• Variety: 8/10
• Boba: 9/10
• Milk: 9/10
• Boba to milk ratio: 9.5/10
• Overall Rating: 8.1/10

2. Gong Cha in Georgetown
3279 M St NW, Washington, 

D.C., 20007
Located in the busiest part of 

Georgetown, Gong Cha is a popu-
lar destination for people visiting the 
neighborhood. Since Georgetown 
does not have a Metro stop, and its 
buses run intermittently, the store is 
not very accessible. Gong Cha has 
many classic flavors and some unique 
ones, such as “lemon winter melon 
with basil seeds,” that are rotated on 
a seasonal basis. It has a good amount 
of seating and a nice, modern vibe 
with neon boba signs on the wall. The 
workers were really friendly and help-
ful. Gong Cha’s classic milk tea with 
boba was $6, and we thought the boba 
and milk were really solid. Our only 
criticisms were that the boba were a 
bit too chewy and the milk tea was 
a little too sweet. We would recom-
mend Gong Cha to anyone, but espe-
cially those who are trying boba for 

the first time because of its welcoming 
vibe and easy-to-understand menu.

Individual Ratings:
• Price: 5/10
• Ambiance: 9/10 
• Accessibility: 6/10
• Variety: 9.5/10
• Boba: 8/10
• Milk: 8/10
• Boba to milk ratio: 9.5/10
• Overall Rating: 7.9/10

3. Möge Tee in Glover Park
2428 Wisconsin Ave NW, Wash-

ington, D.C., 20007
Möge Tee is a solid boba spot sit-

uated on Wisconsin Avenue in Glover 
Park. It is not very close to a Metro 
stop, but there are some buses close 
by, so it has decent accessibility. The 
shop has an interesting and modern 
decor as well as a lot of seating. Möge 
Tee offers many different flavors and 
toppings other than the classic bub-
bles, and the flavor we found most in-
teresting was “cheese foam osman-
thus oolong tea.” Its classic milk tea 
with boba was $6.33. The tea was 
one of the best that we had out of the 
six stores’; it had the perfect, not-too-
sweet flavor, and we would drink it 
on its own. The bubbles were defi-
nitely good, but some of them had 
a strange consistency—their insides 
were hard and their outsides were fall-
ing apart—and there were a few too 
many of them. 

Individual Ratings:
• Price: 4/10
• Ambiance: 8/10
• Accessibility: 6/10
• Variety: 9/10
• Boba: 8/10
• Milk: 9/10
• Boba to milk ratio: 8/10
• Overall Rating: 7.7/10

4. Teaism in Dupont Circle
2009 R St NW, Washington, 

D.C., 20009
Teaism is a D.C.-based teahouse, 

and the location we visited was in Du-
pont Circle, close to the Metro sta-
tion and a lot of bus routes. The in-
terior had an earthy and warm vibe 
and was decorated really well. It also 
had a cool and stately facade on the 
outside. Teaism is primarily not a 
boba shop—it mainly serves other 
foods and drinks. (Nico also bought 
a bento box, which was a 7.5/10). The 
teahouse did not have too many fla-
vor options for boba, but it had all the 
classics. We thought that the tea was 
high quality but the crushed ice di-
luted it over time. The boba was okay, 
but the texture was slightly off. If you 
are in the neighborhood, we would 
recommend visiting Teaism (for boba 
or for other food and drinks).

Individual Ratings: 
• Price: 9/10
• Ambiance: 8.5/10
• Accessibility: 9/10
• Variety: 3/10
• Boba: 5.5/10
• Milk: 7/10
• Boba to milk ratio: 9/10
• Overall Rating: 7.1/10

5. BeauTea in Georgetown
1073 Wisconsin Ave NW 1st 

Floor, Washington, D.C., 20007
BeauTea, like Gong Cha, is lo-

cated in a pretty busy part of George-
town, also with below-average acces-
sibility. Although the inside looked 
clean and modern, it smelled putrid. 
You can order at a digital kiosk or at 
a bar. Unfortunately, BeauTea had the 
most expensive boba out of all the 
shops we visited. There wasn’t a black 
milk tea flavor, so we got chai, which 
was pretty good. However, the boba 
were way too chewy and not solid 
enough. There was a decent variety 
of flavors; a notable one was “spooky 
pumpkin milk tea” (Nico had tried it 
in the past, and it was terrible). We did 
notice that you can add a shot of al-
cohol to your tea, unlike most shops, 

which is a plus depending on your 
age. BeauTea could be worth a visit, 
but it definitely has some issues. 

Individual Ratings:
• Price: 2/10
• Ambiance: 4/10
• Accessibility: 6/10
• Variety: 6/10
• Boba: 3/10
• Milk: 8/10
• Boba to milk ratio: 8.5/10
• Overall Rating: 5.4/10

6. Pow Tea in Chinatown
806 H St NW, Washington, 

D.C., 20001
Pow Tea is situated in China-

town, a little bit further than Share-
Tea from the Gallery Place Metro sta-
tion, but there was parking outside of 
the shop. It is in the same building 
as a poké bowl restaurant, so there is 
also a food option. There were lots of 
tables with stools and modern deco-
rations, and there was a kiosk where 
we digitally ordered. Its menu of-
fered all the classic boba tea flavors, 
plus a lot of interesting ones like ce-
real-flavored boba drinks. For some 
reason, its classic milk tea only came 
with lactose-free milk, which nor-
mally tastes slightly different from 
normal milk. But this particular milk 
tea tasted really strange, and the bub-
bles themselves were pretty big and 
stale. The size of the boba meant that 
there was a disproportionate ratio be-
tween the tea and boba. There are far 
better boba places, so do not waste 
your time going here. 

Individual Ratings:
• Price: 6/10
• Ambiance: 8/10
• Accessibility: 8/10
• Variety: 9/10
• Boba: 3/10
• Milk: 2.5/10
• Boba to milk ratio: 5/10
• Overall Rating: 5.2/10

arts
The GDS Theater Lab gave its 

first ever student performances from 
Nov. 30 to Dec. 2 in the dance stu-
dio. The group, which was made up 
of three students and dance and acting 
teacher Maria Watson, put on a pro-
duction of Stephen Karam’s Speech 
and Debate.

The Theater Lab was created by 
high school performing arts depart-
ment chair Jason Strunk and Watson. 
Watson is the director of the plays the 
Theater Lab puts on, and Strunk is 
the producer. They plan on putting 
on the Theater Lab’s second show in 
the spring.

Last June, the Theater Lab pre-
sented a staging by former GDS 
teacher Jim Mahady of Liza and Bar-
bra and Bette! Oh My! The play did 
not feature any students, but Watson 
said it served as a trial run to see if 
the dance studio worked as a space 
to put on shows for the Theater Lab.

Watson and Strunk explained 
that they founded the program be-
cause they wanted an opportunity 
where students could perform smaller 

plays, unlike the fall shows and spring 
musicals, which are big productions 
so that a lot of students can participate.

Part of the reason Watson and 
Strunk wanted to do small shows 
was to feature diverse casts and play-
wrights, something that they believe 
is difficult to do with fall show and 
spring musical selections. Watson told 
the Bit that because it’s hard to find 
productions with large casts in gen-
eral, it’s especially hard to find di-
verse ones. She said that shows with 
a smaller cast, like those of the The-
ater Lab, are easier to find, so there are 
more diverse options to choose from. 

“I don’t think we do enough 
plays that represent the entire stu-
dent body at GDS, which is getting 
more and more diverse as time goes 
on,” she said.

Speech and Debate was writ-
ten by Stephen Karam, who is Leba-
nese American, and centered around 
three students who feel suppressed by 
the adults around them. The students 
were played by sophomores Aymaan 
Enayetullah and Henry Cohen and ju-
nior Olivia Brown. Cohen and Brown 
also performed in The Odyssey, this 

year’s fall show, and Enayetullah was 
a part of the makeup crew.

Though all three members of 
the Theater Lab participated in The 
Odyssey, Strunk hopes that the suc-
cess of Speech and Debate will lead 
people who don’t participate in the 
larger GDS  shows to join. “The more 
points of access to the arts we can pro-
vide our students, the more robust our 
program will be, the more robust our 
students will be, and the more well 
rounded our students are going to be,” 
Strunk said.

Watson and performing arts 
teacher Laura Rosberg, who directs 
the fall show, worked together to 
make sure students could perform 
in both. Theater Lab actors were ex-
cused from the first part of The Od-
yssey’s rehearsals and went to the 
second part after the Theater Lab re-
hearsal was over. The Theater Lab’s 
rehearsals lasted for one hour every 
weekday. 

Cohen did not find balancing his 
commitment to the fall show and to 
the Theater Lab challenging. “Some-
times it was stressful, but overall it 
was fine,” he said.

Cohen also enjoyed the smaller 
cast of the Theater Lab. “The Odyssey 
has such a large cast; we weren’t re-
ally able to focus on character work,” 
he said. “But in Speech and Debate, 
we were able to do that.”

Unlike the fall and spring shows, 
Speech and Debate was not per-
formed in the black box; the shows 
instead took place in the dance studio. 
Senior Lucy Mezey, who went to the 
opening night of Speech and Debate, 
said she enjoyed the location. “The in-
timate setting of the dance studio ac-
tually played to the strengths of the 
show,” she said. “I thought that be-
ing right there with them made me 
feel like I was in high school with 
them, and it really took me through 

the emotional highs and lows.”
Watson said the show’s audience 

numbers increased with each perfor-
mance and estimated that 50 people 
came to the final show. Beforehand, 
she was not sure how many people 
would show up, but she was happy 
with the turnout. “I knew the prod-
uct was good; I knew the actors were 
good. But with a new thing, you just 
don’t know,” she said.

After the success of Speech and 
Debate, Watson sees the future of the 
Theater Lab potentially evolving into 
more than two shows a year and also 
hopes to bring in guest playwrights 
and companies to speak and perform. 
“It’s really wide open what we can 
do,” Watson said.

Inaugural Show of New GDS Theater Venture Is Speech and Debate
by alexa gillespie

Theater Lab participants rehearse in the dance studio. Photo by Hercules Zhang.
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LEAKED: Editor-in-Chief/Managing Editor Application, Circa 2021
by annabel hilzenrath

Everyone knows the Bit 
suppresses true talent. Last 
year, they just threw out my ed-
itor-in-chief application because 
those in power felt threatened by 
it. The world deserves to know 
the truth, so I climbed into the 
dumpster behind the Brazil-
ian Army Commission to find 
this classified document so the 
world can finally know who was 
supposed to be editor-in-chief 
this year. 

Current staff members will 
vote to elect the paper’s senior 
leadership if they are in good 
standing. If you want to run for 
editor-in-chief/managing edi-
tor, fill out this form, and we 
will send it to all voters before 
the elections take place. Before 
the elections, the candidates will 
be expected to give a speech in 
front of the staff. Note that can-
didates must have at least one 
year of experience working for 
the paper and at least four ar-
ticles published, two of which 
must be reported pieces.

Name: Annabelle Ros 
Hilsenrath (pictured below)

Grade: ten, for all intents 
and purposes

Current Position on Paper: i 
dont really know honestly

Years of Experience: like 
one

Number of Articles Pub-
lished: two to 3 depending on 
how you count it

Favorite Journalist: I am 
partial to Dr. Seuss’s reporting 
on one fish and blue fish. 

“Spotlight” or “All The 
President’s Men”?: all the pres-
ident’s men. Dc represent!!!!

Please respond to each 
question at or under the word 
count written in parentheses. 

Ive actually decided to ig-
nore the word count suggestion, 
but thanks so much!

How does the journalism 

expression “comfort the afflicted 
and afflict the comfortable” ap-
ply to the work you have done 
on the Bit? How can the paper 
better practice this ideal? (200)

we can comfort the af-
flicted by writing them cards 
C4C style, telling them to turn 
their frowns upside down! we 
can also send them goodie bags 
with the cards containing some-
thing like brownies. and epip-
ens too in case they are aller-
gic to brownies. we could afflict 
the comfortable better by giving 
them brownies without epipens. 
HA TAKE THAT, COMFORT-
ABLE. we could also afflict 
them through blackmail or kid-
napping or even robbery. i dont 
think we do enough of that on 
the But already.   in my work 
for the Bit, i try to afflict the 
comfortable by barking at peo-
ple in the hallways or during in-
terviews i conduct–specifically, 
barking like a corgi. to counter, 
i do my best to comfort the af-
flicted by meowing at them in-
stead. i dont know much about 
cats, so i meow like a generic 
cat, not a specific type. 

What original ideas and plans 
do you believe you can success-
fully implement during your 
term? How do you plan to do 
so? (200)

I want to start clubs within 
the Aufer But to foster com-
munity within our community. 
We will have our own club fair, 
and members of the Augur Bit 
club can walk around and sign 
up for clubs within just our 
club, like the Augur Bit Bowl-
ing Club. That one will happen 
to meet at Nail Studio in down-
town Bethesda every Firday at 
9pm. That way, people from dif-
ferent sections of the paper can 
form stronger bonds and in the 
future, people will be more talk-
ative during staff meetings be-
cause everyone is friends, pre-
venting the Bit leadership from 
being able to lead and talk about 
stuff because   everyone is too 

preoccupied talking with their 
friends. Having more friends 
will make everyone happier, 
improving mental health on the 
Augur Bit and, therefore, lead-
ing to more production of bet-
ter articles. I also want to take 
initiative in having the Augur 
Bit design and cultivate a carrot 
farm of the roof of the Wilson 
High School building, because 
it seems that space is generally 
wasted and we could be doing 
good for the planet Earth with 
it. If we are able to get more 
publicity and attention for good 
deeds like planting carrots on 
public rooves, we can attract 
more of an audience to our web-
site, growing our spectacular pa-
per the platform it deserves to 
report for truth and afflict more 
of the comfortable. 

Why should you be in a senior 
leadership position for the Bit? 
(100)

Reasons you should vote me 
as next AugBit team captain:
• I know everything there is 

French toast roll-ups are 
a snack my brother and I have 
been making for a long time. 
They’re quick and easy to make 
and can be filled with what-
ever you want. I especially like 
them with Nutella, but they’re 
also good with plain choco-
late sauce if you can’t eat nuts. 
The roll-ups are a perfect af-
ter-school snack, and you can 
also have them with breakfast!

Ingredients
• 2 slices of bread
• 1 egg

French Toast Roll-Ups
by arohi narayan • 1 tbsp granulated sugar

• ½ tsp cinnamon
• Nutella (can be re-

placed with whatever 
filling you want)

Instructions
1. Mix the cinnamon and 

sugar and set aside.
2. Cut off the crust of the 

bread and roll it with a 
rolling pin until thin.

3. Spread the Nutella on 
the bread and roll it up.

4. Whisk the egg and dip 
the bread in the mix-
ture. Make sure to 
cover all the sides.

5. Heat a frying pan on 
medium heat and add 
some butter or oil to 
keep the French toast 
from sticking (or you 
can use a non-stick 
pan).

6. Put the rolled bread in 
the pan and rotate ev-
ery 30 seconds.

7. When all sides are 
golden brown, take the 
rolls out of the pan and 
sprinkle some cinna-
mon sugar on top.

8. Serve plain or with 
whichever toppings 
you like.

Photo by Arohi Narayan.
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Photo courtesy of Annabel Hilzenrath.

to know about journalism 
first hand; I make a point 
to attend the awarding of 
the Ridenhour prizes at the 
National Press Club each 
year, which recognize whis-
tle-blowing and outstanding 
journalism

• I was paper-plate-awarded 
Most Likely to Never Get 
Covid on the girls JV ten-
nis team this season

• I was nominated for Most 
Likely to Become Famous 
at the Camp W*K 2019 
Winkie Awards, where ev-
eryone is nominated for 
something. I didn’t win, 
but there are rumors i was a 
close fifteenth for the prize 
at Camp Wingate*Kirkland, 
population: 2

• I have a solid B- in Ed 
Stern’s precalculus ex-
tended class

• Ive grown up with jour-
nalism. The first article i 
ever read was at age two 
and a half about the great 
Institutionalized Sourcing 

of Molecular Radioac-
tive participles and Barack 
Obama’s efforts to cover it 
up from the public. I read it 
to a crowd of turkeys in my 
grandparents backyard, who 
were moved to tears upon 
my dramatic telling of the 
scandal

• I have leadership skills like 
being good during a crisis. 
once,   i fearlessly led my 
pack to survival from the 
scary froot loops and the 
even scarier guy offering 
them, all amidst three tor-
nadoes nontheless

• I love the Auguft But with 
my whole entire heart

• the bit extends past me to 
my whole family—my mom 
was recently interviewed by 
some junior who id never 
heard of for it

Unedited version of article you 
are proudest of writing:

Sun it shines
Just like Mickey Mouse’s 

eyes
Mickey climbs trees
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My Address to the GDS Community: The Truth of Highlighter Elimination

A couple of weeks ago, 
sophomore Alexa Gillespie 
“won” the highlighter elimina-
tion game that had run for sev-
eral weeks. But her victory was 
illegitimate, because there was 
widespread fraud in the High-
lighter Elimination competi-
tion. No one yet has stepped 
forward to call out this egre-
gious injustice that occurred on 
the campus of this very institu-
tion, so I will not rest until no 
stone remains unturned and all 
guilty parties are punished ac-
cordingly. I was getting ready 

to win this competition, and 
frankly, I did win this competi-
tion. If you disagree, you have 
clearly fallen for the carefully 
cultivated lies that have been 
spewed by Gillespie, senior 
Alex Gerson and their wicked 
cronies. This essay will be a 
rational and reasonable assess-
ment of what transpired, based 
solely on factual evidence and 
some gut feeling. This is my 
quest to save our school. They 
will try to censor me, but I will 
not be deterred. I promise you 
that.

If you ask any of my good 
friends, they will tell you they 

by joseph stocker

editOrs’ nOte
Dear readers,
What a year 2022 has been 

for The Augur Bit.
The new website, in its first 

year, experienced over 75 thou-
sand page views, almost twice 
2021’s online readership and 
over three times 2020’s—and 
not just because professional 
outlets relied on and cited the 
Bit’s work when GDS made na-
tional headlines. The newspaper 
is closing out 2022 with the last 
of eight print issues, more than 
in any recent year.

The Sports section began 
publishing a bulletin with GDS 
athletics results. The visuals 
department continued its rapid 
growth and created more photo 
stories than ever before. Report-
ers have delved into coverage 
of local politics. A cartoon strip 
by Julius Boxer-Cooper ’22 and 
Nava Mach’s illustration port-
folio garnered recognition as 
among the best in the nation. 
An Alumni Advisory Board of 
seven journalists who went to 
GDS met for the first time. Boot 
camp, in its second incarnation, 
saw record participation.

The people responsible for 
the paper’s accomplishments are 
the members of its dedicated, 
dynamic and all-around marvel-
ous staff: section editors who 
helped coordinate a newslet-
ter each week, photographers 
who kept cameras ready, report-
ers who dropped everything to 
cover breaking news, a website 
manager (Thomas Ogada) who 
posted each and every bit of the 
Bit online, layout designers who 
pulled content into its most tan-
gible form, writers who finished 
their first stories and others.

The collaboration and col-
lective commitment that allow 
that team to produce what you 
have come to expect from the 
Bit—to fire on all cylinders so 
consistently—is remarkable to 
behold. To the staff: Thank you. 
And we’d be remiss not to men-
tion our faculty advisor, Julia 
Fisher, who has spent untold 
hours helping us lead and edit 
the Bit and whose unwavering 
belief in the potential of student 
journalism inspires us.

To the Bit’s readers and 
sources: Thank you for buying 

into the promise of robust stu-
dent journalism—that a school 
paper can be not only a ves-
sel for students’ passions and 
a training ground for newspa-
per novices, but also a truly in-
tegral service to a community 
we love. We’ve been acutely 
aware of the unique possibil-
ities and responsibility of be-
ing the only platform for stu-
dent news reporting and opinion 
writing about GDS, driven by 
a mission of telling stories that 
enlighten (and delight!) readers, 

enrich the community and scru-
tinize the powers that be.

For us, stewarding the Bit 
for a year (or two) has been an 
honor and a joy. We are sad to 
be leaving our positions, but 
we leave tremendously ex-
cited about the Bit’s future. Re-
cent progress only makes clear 
the newspaper’s capacity for 
more: in diversifying the staff 
so it better reflects the school it 
serves, publishing deeper, more 
ambitious reporting and promot-
ing more free-flowing discourse 

in the Opinions section—gen-
erally, in making the Bit an un-
missable destination for anyone 
who cares about understanding 
the GDS high school commu-
nity.

We have the utmost confi-
dence in our successors—Cath-
erine Dooley, Caroline Garland 
and Laith Weinberger—and can-
not wait to see where they and 
the staff soon to be assembled 
take The Augur Bit next.

Signing off, 
Ethan, Andrew and Anna

The Bit’s fall 2022 staff (and the faculty advisor). Photo courtesy of Kate Toufanian.

Kudos, Gratitude and Parting Reflections as We Sign Off

were hopeful that I would claim 
victory. This is clear evidence 
that the community was on 
my side. And don’t ask any of 
Gillespie’s friends (or anyone 
from the classes of ’25 and ’26 
for that matter) because they 
are biased. This clear commu-
nity support for me is, by itself, 
enough to arouse suspicion 
about Gillespie’s alleged vic-
tory. However, the truly damn-
ing evidence lies elsewhere.

Let us first examine the 
parties most closely linked to 
this controversy. Alexa Gilles-
pie is a clear suspect in this 
case, but so is the organizer 

of the competition, Alex Ger-
son. Look closely now at these 
names. They share the same 
initials, and Alexa is just Alex 
with an extra A. This suspi-
cious similarity in their names 
at the very least proves that 
they are the same person. Has 
anyone actually seen them in 
the same room? I think not.

I also suspect foreign in-
fluence, because it remains un-
explained how my opponent so 
easily tracked me down in the 
isolation and seclusion of the 
junior area. The most probable 
explanation is that operatives 
from Sidwell Friends or per-
haps Maret assisted my oppo-
nent in locating and eliminat-
ing me. Additionally, there is 
strong evidence to suggest that 
Gerson’s Google form, which 
logged each elimination, was 
tampered with. Could this have 
also been the result of foreign 
interference? I’d say so. 

If you count the legal, au-
thentic eliminations, I easily 
have more. If you count the il-
legal fraudulent eliminations, 
Gillsepie does. Frankly, there 
are a lot of cases of eliminated 
people filling out the Google 
form or people filling it out 
multiple times for the same 
elimination. Everyone is un-
sure about the final results, and 
that sentiment must have origi-
nated somewhere (not from me 
though).

I would also say that by 
far the clearest evidence of 
foul play is that Gillespie has 
won two years in a row. This 

is a feat that is nigh impossi-
ble. Without a grand conspir-
acy that goes all the way to 
the top, she would have to be 
some kind of tactical genius 
to pull it off. Let’s have com-
mon sense, folks—is she a re-
incarnation of Sun Tzu, or just 
a plain cheater? It is not out 
of the question that Russell 
Shaw, our head of school, was 
working to preserve the estab-
lished order and keep an under-
dog from dethroning last year’s 
winner. Can anyone prove oth-
erwise?

I anticipate that no one 
will take me seriously, and 
my grievance will be forgot-
ten. I say to you, reader: If you 
choose now to be inactive, next 
year Gillespie will claim vic-
tory again, and you will all 
cry, “He was right! He tried to 
warn us of this grand conspir-
acy!” and you will look to me, 
and say, “We believe you now! 
Please help us! ” But it will be 
too late by then, so I will say 
in response, “No.” 

A dark cloud now looms 
over our school, and it is the 
responsibility of each GDS stu-
dent to stop the steal of this 
long-standing tradition. I pro-
pose a campaign for action 
under the name Make Alexa 
Gillespie/Alex Gerson Acqui-
esce! (MAGAGA). I need all 
the help I can get, because this 
truly does go all the way to the 
top. I will be with you as you 
march on the administrative of-
fices in protest. Prepare your-
selves for trial by combat!
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Limited Shrimp’s First Day on the Job

by luke fedorchak

Teachers ring in the holidays 
with major assessments 
in every class.
Our teachers are so cute and 
festive, just like coal in stockings!

Disassembly offers 
hot chocolate, smores, 
ornament-making and 
more to the high school.
It looked fun while we were studying 
for our tests in the library!

SSC hosts end-of-year lost-
and-found clean out.
GDS thrift shop day is 
our favorite holiday. 

Croatia defeats Brazil in 
quarterfinals of the World Cup.
The deans might say there were too 
many people in the Forum when class 
was starting, but we think they were 
secretly conspiring with Croatia…

The official GDS Instagram 
account posts a BeReal 
from the Student Diversity 
Leadership Conference.
If only the Hopper would 
get an account.

Fata Morgana performs 
its winter dance show.
We’re still upset we weren’t 
invited on stage.

Based on the original characters by Julius Boxer-Cooper.


