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by sadie foer

Renovation Plans Put on 
Hold, to Students’ Relief

by cole huh

As cities across the country 
have moved to increase bicycle ac-
cessibility, the District Department 
of Transportation (DDOT) has set 
out to build an additional 20 miles of 
protected bike lanes in D.C. DDOT’s 
plan includes creating bike lanes 
near the national monuments, on 
Connecticut Avenue and near GDS 
in Tenleytown. The plan aims to in-
crease safety, promote biking and 
pave the way to a carbon-neutral city.

However, DDOT’s proposals 
have been met with mixed reactions 
from residents, and as city council 
elections approach, candidates have 
been active in taking a stance for or 
against the proposed bike lanes.

Mayor Muriel Bowser and 
DDOT announced in 2021 a rede-
sign of Connecticut Avenue, which 
runs through Northwest D.C. The 
plan would reduce the road to four 
traffic lanes from six and replace 
parking with one-way protected 
bike lanes.

Since the plan was announced, 
DDOT has conducted surveys of res-
idents and research on traffic. Ac-
cording to a timeline presented at 
public meetings, DDOT is in the 
process of finalizing designs for 

Connecticut Avenue, and it plans to 
begin construction in 2025.

Matthew Frumin, the Demo-
cratic nominee for Ward 3 Council, 
said in an interview with the Bit be-
fore winning the election that he be-
lieves protected bike lanes on Con-
necticut Avenue are “an important 
step” in making roads safer for cy-
clists.

In a DDOT study, the agency 
estimated reductions in peak hour 
crashes for each of its proposed 
safety measures, including remov-
ing parking and adding bike lanes 
and pedestrian islands. These esti-
mates range from a 20 percent re-
duction in crashes with the removal 
of parking to a 36 percent reduction 
with the removal of reversible rush-
hour lanes.

Some bike lane advocates be-
lieve that, as demand for bikes in-
creases, new bike lanes will make 
way for an alternative to driving. 
Friendship Heights resident Andrew 
Rubin said that he is often hesitant 
about biking on roads without dedi-
cated lanes. “If there was just a dedi-
cated bike lane on Connecticut,” Ru-
bin said, “I don’t see any reason why 
I would ever drive.”

Others, however, are con-
cerned that the plan will make small 

by laith weinberger
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Seniors 
Memorialize 

Classmate 
With Mural 
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As graduation for the class of 
2023 approaches, some seniors told 
the Bit they have felt that not enough 
has been done to honor their former 
classmate Kamal Nashid since his 
death in the summer of 2019. With 
the help of a group of seniors, the 
school is in the process of design-
ing a memorial mural in the lower/
middle school (LMS).

As part of the construction of 
the new LMS building, the school 
dedicated a balcony, located on the 
third floor, to Nashid. The green-
ery-filled balcony became a part of 
the LMS building plans after his 
death. 

“I’m really grateful for what 
the school has done to honor him 
with the terrace and with the mu-
ral,” eighth-grader Jibril Nashid, 
Kamal’s younger brother, told the 
Bit. “It means a lot to my family.”

According to senior Ava Blum, 
one of the artists, the mural will 
measure 9.5 x 17.5 feet and will be 
located indoors by the entrance to 
the balcony. Director of Commu-
nity Engagement & Experiential 
Learning Leigh Tait, who is help-
ing organize the project, said some-
one suggested the idea (she couldn’t 
remember who) early in the con-
struction process of the LMS but it 
didn’t come to fruition; Tait brought 
the idea to the class of 2023 last year 
at a class meeting.

The designers and primary art-
ists, along with Blum, are seniors 
Emery Jackson, Grey Papageorgiou, 
Maya Raman and Elly Robinson, 
all of whom knew Nashid. Current 
fifth-graders will also be included 
in the process—the seniors plan to 
ask LMS art teachers to create sten-
cils that the fifth-graders can use—
since the mural is located by most of 
their classrooms. The designers, all 
volunteers who attended several in-
terest meetings last year, have gath-
ered input from other seniors as well 
as the Nashid family. 

According to Blum, the Nashid 
family suggested clouds, to depict a 
peaceful environment, and images 
of Thanksgiving—one of the fam-
ily’s most meaningful traditions. 
They also suggested a saxophone, 
a track and symbols of his Islamic 
faith, all of which will be included. 
Some of his poetry may also be in-
tegrated into the mural design. 

Nashid was “an integral part 
of our class,” senior Pilar Holder 
said, and an incredibly supportive 

On Wednesday, Nov. 9, Head 
of School Russell Shaw announced 
in an email to students and parents 
that the Board of Trustees and GDS 
leadership have decided to delay 
the high school renovation primar-
ily because of a change in the esti-
mated construction time from six-
to-eight months to more than fifteen 
months.

This decision puts GDS’ plans 
with Coakley Williams Construc-
tion to expand and renovate the 
high school on pause until further 
notice. In the original plans, the 
most substantial changes proposed 
were revamping the high school’s 
exterior, expanding the Forum and 
adding 25,000 square feet across 
three floors. Storyteller Danny 
Stock, a member of the communi-
cations office, wrote in a post on 
the GDS website in March that the 
renovation plan was prompted, at 
least in part, by reports from SSC 
that students need more space.

Shaw wrote in his email that 
the disruption that the renovation 
would cause students “feels unten-
able to us so soon after our emer-
gence from the pandemic.”

“I remember when I was first 
applying to GDS, I was reading 
about the renovation and I was 

Residents Disagree on DDOT Plan for More Bike Lanes

Tony Harris at home. Photo by Olivia Brown.

by dominic bloch-prime

like, ‘I still love the school, but 
that would kind of suck, because I 
would have an interruption during 
my sophomore or junior year,’” 
freshman Noah Kolker said. “So 
it’s nice to see it going away for 
now.”

Sophomore Matthew Berman 
also agreed with the decision: “Last 
year was our first year back after 
COVID, but it wasn’t really that 
much of a normal year because of 
[COVID restrictions during] the 
first half, so I think we should get 
at least one full normal year.”

At the moment, the school has 
no planned timeline to move ahead 
with construction. “GDS is paus-
ing its pursuit of those particular 
renovation plans, thus there isn’t a 
‘start date,’” Tim Lyons, the direc-
tor of innovation, wrote in an email 
to the Bit. In the meantime, Lyons 
is “working with a number of part-
ners to develop alternatives to that 
renovation that meet the needs and 
wants for the HS building.”

Some students wonder about 
the need for a renovation in the first 
place. “I personally have not no-
ticed too much overcrowding so 
I didn’t think it was such a big is-
sue that things have not been reno-
vated,” senior Lauren Petrilla said.

bike lanes. “If that doesn’t kill busi-
nesses, the bike lanes will,” he said.

Rubin disputed the negative 
impact on businesses, saying that 
the changes, long-term, are “bene-
ficial to everyone.” Wakefield resi-
dent Morgan Gopnik agreed and at-
tributed opposition to “nervousness 
about change.”

Save Connecticut Avenue, an 
organization founded to advocate 
against D.C.’s bike plan for the road-
way, has been particularly active in 
the bike lane debate. An online pe-
tition from the organization to “can-
cel the bike plan” has garnered over 
two thousand signatures. Activists 

businesses along Connecticut Av-
enue less accessible to their cus-
tomers. Pete Gouskos, the owner 
of the Parthenon, a Greek restau-
rant in Chevy Chase, D.C., told the 
Bit that DDOT’s plan would result 
in less business for him and oth-
ers. He added that the majority of 
his customers believe it would be 
“very difficult” for them to park 
near his restaurant. While Gouskos 
could see bike lanes “making sense 
downtown,” he believes that the plan 
for Connecticut Avenue is “unac-
ceptable.”

Hawthorne resident Lee Mayer 
referred to DDOT’s projected 
11-month time frame for the con-
struction of the Connecticut Avenue 

Parents and children gather outside the high school 
building on Country Market Day. Photo by Kaiden J. Yu.

Yard signs protesting plans for Connecticut Avenue bike 
lanes. Photo by Sawyer Thompson.
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For Some Seniors, Midterm Elections Are Their First Time Voting
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classmate. According to Holder, 
who ran track with Nashid, he 
would wait on the sidelines of races 
cheering on his teammates with his 
“huge smile.”

Senior Kofi Pobee, one of 
Nashid’s closest friends, said that 
in addition to track, Nashid en-
joyed playing football and soccer. 
Like Holder, he mentioned Nashid’s 
smile: “Whenever he smiled, he 
would always make everyone else 
smile.”

Nashid was interested in po-
etry, too. Blum, who was in his 
eighth-grade English class, said 
she “vividly remembers a beauti-
ful poem he recited for a class pre-
sentation.” 

In addition to the mural, the 
GDS community has organized to 
remember Nashid with an annual 
five-kilometer run through Rock 
Creek Park, starting and ending at 
Pierce Mill. Holder organized the 
first Run for Kamal in 2021, and 
the second one this year, in mem-
ory of his love for running. 

The race this year on Sept. 25 
had a $30 suggested entrance fee, 
and all proceeds went to the Hop-
per Financial Aid Fund at the re-
quest of the Nashid family. Holder 
hopes that future classes will keep 

the run alive even after this year’s 
seniors have graduated. 

At the beginning of this year’s 
Run for Kamal, Holder and se-
nior Bryan Chapman gave short 
speeches honoring Nashid and 
thanking everyone who made the 
event possible. 

Pobee said he feels that the 
school has not done enough to honor 
Nashid. Although the terrace was a 
nice gesture, he said, it’s inaccessi-
ble to high schoolers and “it feels 
like they just put his name on the ter-
race but aren’t letting people enjoy 
what it’s there for.” One needs a fac-
ulty key card to access the balcony.

Pobee said he is concerned that 
the mural will not accurately cap-
ture who Nashid was. “Something 
that irked me and my friends was 
the fact that people who didn’t re-
ally know him were chipping in to 
what they think should be on the 
memorial,” he said. 

“While we noted down ideas 
that the LMS students suggested, 
we intentionally created the mural’s 
design based on elements that his 
closest family (parents and closest 
friends specifically) wanted us to in-
clude,” Blum wrote to the Bit in an 
email. “Any input from those who 
didn’t know him as well was used 
for smaller details, like considering 
the composition of the piece. The Kamal Nashid Terrace in the lower/middle school, top, and the designated site of a

 memorial mural for Kamal Nashid. Photos by Simon Kessler. 

Mural Honoring Kamal Nashid Set to Be Finished in Spring

Senior Nora Smulson turned 
18 on Nov. 7, one day before the 
midterm elections. On Nov. 8, 
she went to Janney Elementary 
School, her local voting center, 
to vote for the first time. “It was 
so easy,” she said in an interview. 
“There was no line. I was already 
registered, so I just walked in, I 
voted and I left.”

People across the nation cast 
votes in the midterm elections to 
decide the balance of Congress, 
along with numerous races at the 
state and local level. The elec-
tions also marked the first time 

many GDS seniors were eligible 
to cast ballots. 

All five of the seniors in-
terviewed by the Bit described 
the voting process as simple, 
whether they mailed in their bal-
lot or voted at a polling center. 
“I did it at home at the dinner ta-
ble,” senior Jamie Zimmerman 
said. He voted using a paper bal-
lot. “I didn’t realize I was going 
to vote until the night I voted,” 
he said, “because I didn’t real-
ize I was registered.”

Senior Jacob Getlan said 
that he reviewed the Maryland 
candidates and their campaigns 

through online research before 
going to the polls. “It felt em-
powering to be there,” he said.

Senior Victoria Levi, a 
Maryland resident, said that she 
did not research the candidates 
before she voted. “The crucial 
players I knew of beforehand,” 
she said. Levi added that, once 
she started filling out her mail-in 
ballot, she was “very surprised to 
see how many random elections 
I was voting in that I didn’t re-
ally realize I was.

“If I just saw that they were 
Democrats, I voted for them,” 
Levi said.

Democratic Senator Chris 
Van Hollen won reelection in 
Maryland by a wide margin. 
Seven of the state’s eight House 
seats went to Democrats, includ-
ing GDS alumnus Jamie Raskin 
’79. Maryland also elected Wes 
Moore, its first Black governor.

Smulson also did not re-
search the elections beforehand, 
so she wrote in candidates, such 
as her parents, for most of the 
races. “I would rather write in 
someone I know than vote for 
someone without knowing their 
policies,” she told the Bit. “For 
attorney general, I wrote in a 
sophomore in college who is not 
a lawyer,” she said.

Smulson lives in D.C. and 
voted in the Ward 3 councilmem-
ber race for GDS alumnus David 
Krucoff ’85. “He is a Republi-
can in D.C., so he is more mod-
erate,” she said, adding that she 
appreciates his strict approach 
to crime. According to his cam-
paign website, “David was a 
lifer at Georgetown Day School, 
where he learned how to engage 
in empathetic, but pointed, open 
discussions with his classmates 
and teachers.”

Krucoff received 23 percent 
of the votes, losing the race to 
Democrat Matthew Frumin.

In the mayoral race, Smul-
son said that she reluctantly 
voted for Muriel Bowser, be-
cause she thought that there 
were no better options and that 
Bowser “was inevitably going to 
win.” Bowser was reelected for 
her third term as mayor, with 77 
percent of votes.

Senior Shiv Raman, who 
lives in Maryland, told the Bit 
that he voted “definitely for 

Posters outside a polling location on Election Night. Photo by Nick von Hindenburg.

Democrats.” He said that he 
voted mostly based on “what my 
parents and other family mem-
bers have told me.”

Zimmerman said he dis-
cussed the election with his par-
ents before making his decisions, 
adding that he “tended to vote” 
for any candidates on the bal-
lot who were vocal about D.C. 
statehood. “If I had done more 
research, I would’ve been more 
educated about some of the other 
issues the other candidates were 
focusing on, but D.C. statehood 
is definitely a main one I’m in-
terested in.” 

Initially, Raman and Levi, 
both Maryland residents, found 
the questions on the Maryland 
ballot about proposed constitu-
tional amendments difficult to 
understand. “When it got to vot-
ing for some of the amendments, 
some of the descriptions were 
fairly long,” Raman told the Bit. 

“There were random ques-
tions that I honestly could not 
decipher,” Levi said.

There were five proposed 
constitutional amendments on 
the Maryland ballot, including 
the legalization of marijuana. 
According to Raman, mari-
juana “was definitely something 
I thought should be legalized, be-
cause of the fact that people are 
in prison just for possession.” 
Levi agreed, saying that she 
“voted yes, definitely” for le-
galization.

“It felt empowering 
to be there,” 
Getlan said.

by ila dohrmann
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Expansion of High School 
Tabled for Now, Shaw Says

from Save Connecticut Avenue have 
spoken with political candidates and 
DDOT, attending local meetings, to 
spread their message.

Thomas Marabello, a Save 
Connecticut Avenue member, said 
that he is concerned about delivery 
drivers; the Connecticut Avenue plan 
would remove at least 50 percent of 
current parking spaces. During the 
pandemic, Marabello worked as a 
DoorDash driver and said that it was 
difficult enough for him then to find 
places to stop for food. “With this 
plan, it would be pretty much impos-
sible to pick up food on Connecticut 
Avenue or deliver it,” he said.

Mayer, also a supporter of Save 
Connecticut Avenue, worried that a 
bike lane on Connecticut would in-
crease vehicular congestion on side 
streets and make them more dan-
gerous.

DDOT anticipates that 50 to 
170 vehicles will be diverted onto 
connecting roadways in peak hours, 
though it stated that such roads could 
handle the increased number of cars.

David Krucoff ’85, who was 
the Republican nominee for Ward 
3 Council, said that the plan for Con-
necticut Avenue is “truly for the ben-
efit of the few to the detriment of 
the many.”

Krucoff described DDOT’s ap-
proach as “indoctrination,” where 
the differing opinions of most 

stakeholders were absent from its con-
versations. “DDOT is looking at this 
as a fait accompli,” he said.

Bike lane activists are optimis-
tic that DDOT’s block-by-block re-
view of the plan and ongoing surveys 
of business owners will allow for com-
promise.

“Fundamentally, I want to make 
it work, but I also really want to be 
respectful of the concerns that people 
are raising,” Frumin said.

Mayer, Marabello and Krucoff 
agreed that they would be more sup-
portive of bike lanes in different parts 
of the city.

Mayer said that he supports dif-
ferent safety measures being imple-
mented on Connecticut Avenue, such 
as more traffic lights and the removal 
of reversible lanes. He also mentioned 
that he would like to see the govern-
ment develop a “city-wide plan,” 
rather than “throwing up bike lanes 
left and right without any real plan to 
connect everything.”

DDOT’s initiative to add 20 miles 
of protected bike lanes to the city is a 
part of the larger Vision 0 effort an-
nounced by the mayor’s office. Vision 
0 extends beyond D.C.; it is a global 
effort to improve traffic safety, and in 
many cities, including D.C., the goal is 
to eliminate traffic fatalities by 2024.

The District is on track to reduce 
fatalities by 28 percent this year from 
last, and DDOT is confident that new 
measures will aid in protecting cy-
clists, pedestrians and drivers.

While Krucoff believes that 
Vision 0 is “utopian,” he named the 
Capital Crescent Trail and Penn-
sylvania Avenue as areas that he 
thinks are a “better fit” for bike 
lanes than Connecticut Avenue.

A survey conducted ear-
lier this month by Ward 3 Bicy-
cle Advocates (W3BA) indicated 
broad support for bike infrastruc-
ture. Among the surveyed candi-
dates running for neighborhood 
advisory seats in Ward 3, 84 per-
cent said that they would support 
the installation of protected bike 
lanes, even if it eliminated park-
ing spaces.

W3BA founder Josh Rising, 
a GDS parent, noted the impor-
tance of identifying bike routes to 
connect neighborhoods. “What we 
really need is a network,” he said, 
to “convince people that they have 
a safe way to get from point A to 
point B.”

GDS junior Max Froomkin, 
who usually bikes to school from 
his house, said that he thinks “it’s 
good to have alternatives to cars 
wherever you go.” The more infra-
structure, the better, he said.

Ultimately, Rising said that 
he supports D.C.’s bike initia-
tives, because they make it easier 
for people to walk and bike and 
are “pro-safety and pro-people.” 
These initiatives, a part of Vision 0, 
are “exactly the kind of thing that 
D.C. should be doing,” he added.

Bike Lane Debate Pits Safety, Sustainability 
Proponents Against Business Advocates

Continued from Page 1

Transportation Restrictions Prompt Varied Views at and Around GDS
by henry fragale

During class meetings on Oct. 
3, Head of School Russell Shaw 
made an announcement to officially 
inform students about GDS’ Trans-
portation Management Plan and its 
policies regarding school-related 
traffic during weekdays.  

GDS’ transportation policy 
requires students who do not take 
public transportation or do not have 
a parking spot to carpool to school 
with at least one other student. Ac-
cording to the school’s transpor-
tation marketing associate, Chris 
Oster, the Transportation Manage-
ment Plan dictates that a student’s 
first two times violating the pol-
icy result in a warning from Os-
ter. The student’s third, fourth and 
fifth violations result in fines of 50, 
100 and 250 dollars, respectively. A 
sixth violation results in a discus-
sion with the administration and a 
risk of expulsion. 

The plan outlines the fact that 
GDS must work to curb traffic con-
gestion in the neighborhood by 
lowering the amount of vehicles 
coming to campus. To help achieve 
this goal, Oster has encouraged stu-
dents to use public transportation 
by giving out Kids Ride Free cards, 
which allow students ages 5 to 21 
to ride D.C. public transportation 
for free. 

Shaw explained in his an-
nouncement that drop-offs that 
were not taking place on campus 
and were within a certain radius of 
the school violate GDS’ agreement 
with the neighborhood’s Board of 
Zoning Adjustment. 

Oster added that he is trying 
to give students who break the car-
pool rules a “bit of leeway” when 
it comes to handing out penalties. 
“We really want to start approach-
ing it at first from a little bit of a re-
storative aspect: How can we help 
people meet the carpool require-
ment?” he said. He added that he 
has been working to expand GDS’ 
bus network, to encourage carpool-
ing and to create no pick-up and no 
drop-off areas around the school to 
prevent traffic. 

According to Oster, on Nov. 
15, he, Shaw and other adminis-
trators will attend a meeting with 
the Advisory Neighborhood Com-
mission, as mandated by the Trans-
portation Management Plan. At the 
meeting, the school will be evalu-
ated on its “compliance with the 
terms” of the agreement, accord-
ing to the plan. Oster said that there 
are 21 years before the terms of the 
agreement can be renegotiated.

“The school has not been 
much of an inconvenience,” neigh-
borhood resident Elizabeth Rankin 
said, referring to the school’s cur-
rent transportation system and the 
amount of morning carpool traffic. 

However, other neighborhood 
residents have been taking note of 
students who violate the carpool 
or drop-off rules and have emailed 
Oster to report the incidents. Os-
ter explained that the emails from 
neighbors are an “informal” sys-
tem created by the neighbors, and 
that he does his best to investigate 
every violation.

Karen Milbourne, a neighbor-
hood resident, has seen students 

violate the agreement, though has 
not reported them to the school. 
“Sometimes I’ve come home to 
find kids parked in front of my 
house,” she said. Milbourne said 
she doesn’t think students under-
stand that once they park in the 
neighborhood, “you’ve blocked 
people out of their own home.”   

Oster said that many stu-
dents on the Environmental Task 
Force (ETF) have been grateful 
for the carpool policy because it 
has curbed traffic and carbon emis-
sions. He also said that many fam-
ilies have expressed gratitude for 
the new GDS bus system and that 
over a quarter of the student body 
takes the buses to school. 

“We now have ten bus routes,” 
he said. “We didn’t have any be-
fore, other than a shuttle between 
the high school and the old lower 
and middle school campus on 
MacArthur Boulevard. Parents 

are very effusive in their praise. It 
has made their lives easier for many 
of them.”

“I am learning a lot about dif-
ferent problems in the environment,” 
junior and ETF co-head Lina Fawaz 
said of her UL environmental science 
class. “The more I learn about it, the 
more I realize how much of an issue 
it is and how good it is that GDS is 
striving to make a difference.”

However, many students either 
have not heard of or have mixed 
opinions about the Transportation 
Management Plan. In an interview 
with the Bit, junior Toby Viorst said 
that he had not previously heard of 
the plan or the parking boundaries 
around the school. He said that he 
thought the fines for violating the 
plan were unfair given the school’s 
high tuition. 

Freshman Eric Liu said that he 
could understand the plan as a way to 
respect the neighbors. “I don’t have 

a horse in this race; I take the 
Metro,” he said, “though it could 
negatively affect residents in the 
area if there is tons of traffic ev-
erywhere.” Despite their differing 
views about the plan, Liu, fresh-
man Nick Salehizadeh and soph-
omore Noah Cheeks agreed that 
overall, if the school’s transpor-
tation policies benefit the neigh-
borhood, they are good to have 
in place.

When asked about the pen-
alties for violators of the Trans-
portation Management Plan, par-
ticularly the risk of expulsion on 
the sixth violation, Salehizadeh 
said that it seemed fair consid-
ering that “by the sixth time, 
you should know better.” Con-
versely, Cheeks said that the pen-
alties seemed “kind of bogus” and 
that the risk of expulsion should 
be brought down to risk of sus-
pension. 

Cars in line outside the lower/middle school building. Photo by Sawyer Thompson.

“Overcrowding could be bet-
ter, but it’s not overbearingly bad,” 
sophomore Sophia Ades told the 
Bit. 

The paused renovation plans 
included new gathering spaces for 
students and updated, bigger class-
rooms. “We definitely are running 
out of space,” senior Ben Carter 
said. “I think that maybe renova-
tion is not the solution. Maybe we 
could just admit less kids.”

“I can’t speculate as to the 
timing of implementation of any-
thing,” Lyons told the Bit, since the 
Board and administration just made 
their decision on the renovation. 
“But I will say that I’m really ex-
cited to get moving, and to go as 
fast as possible to bring any im-
pactful ideas to fruition.” 

All five students who spoke 
with the Bit expressed relief after 
seeing Shaw’s announcement, but 
several acknowledged a need for 
more space and offered suggestions 
on how to improve the building.

“People have been talking 
about making the Forum more 
accessible,” Petrilla said. “So if 
the renovation would do that, 
that would be cool because then 
it would be better for people who 
cannot go up steps that well.” 

This year, GDS turned the 
Well—a room that was designed 
to be, but not always used as, a 

technology-free wellness space—
into a classroom due to a need for 
more learning space. Ades and 
Petrilla both expressed disappoint-
ment about the loss of the Well. 

Stock’s statement on the GDS 
website in March said that more 
space would be necessary “as the 
high school grows course offerings 
and student support.”

Although some students agree 
with administrators about the need 
for more space, both students and 
administrators are concerned about 
how the renovation would affect 
the student experience. “The day-
to-day lived experience of our stu-
dents is of great importance to us,” 
Shaw wrote in his email. “The im-
portant work of educating our stu-
dents and preparing them to be 
changemakers remains our high-
est priority.”

When Petrilla first heard about 
the plans for renovation, she imme-
diately thought of the current un-
derclassmen who would still be at 
GDS to experience it.  She thought 
“they’d have to be taking classes 
in trailers or something like that,” 
she said.

Kolker said he was surprised 
by how happy Shaw’s email an-
nouncement on Wednesday made 
him. “I was like ‘Oh yes! It’s not 
happening,’” he said. “I like not 
having interruptions, going to 
school somewhere else…That’s 
not why I wanted to come here.”

Continued from Page 1
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For College Recommendation Letters, Teachers’ Methods Differ
by nura idriss

After a 45-minute interview 
with a student and a lengthy writ-
ing process, history teacher Rich-
ard Avidon completes his first let-
ter of recommendation for the 
school year. On average, he writes 
nine or ten letters of recommen-
dation yearly. Usually, he’ll be-
gin the writing process in the fall.

When it comes time in early 
spring to start preparing to apply to 
college, GDS juniors go to teach-
ers and request letters of recom-
mendation, Emily Livelli, the di-
rector of college counseling, told 
the Bit. Though teachers want to 
represent their students in the best 
light possible for colleges, their 
approaches to writing strong let-
ters of recommendation are often 
different.

Juniors request letters of rec-
ommendation from their teachers 
during a three-week period in late 
winter or early spring, Livelli ex-
plained. Students keep track of 
the teachers who agree to write 
their recommendation letter us-
ing a form the college counseling 
office gives them. Generally, stu-
dents request two letters of recom-
mendation, though some colleges 
allow for only one letter. 

Despite the amount of time 
writing a letter of recommenda-
tion takes, Avidon, who has been 

teaching at GDS since 1988, has 
never refused to write one for a 
student, though he has told cer-
tain students that they may benefit 
from asking a different teacher. “I 
am a believer in making sure that 
you don’t just say great things be-
cause then it’s a meaningless let-
ter,” he told the Bit. 

Senior Jacqueline Metzger 
said that both of the teachers she 
received her letters from required 
a brief interview. During the in-
terviews, they asked questions 
about Metzger’s activities out-
side of school and learned about 
the factors that had made her pick 
them to write her letter of recom-
mendation. 

Instead of reaching out to the 
teachers who gave her the best 
grades, Metzger chose teachers 
who had seen her grow the most 
throughout the year and who knew 
her personality the best. 

“I enjoyed the process,” 
Metzger said. “Teachers feel good 
when they are chosen.”

Prior to requesting a letter, 
students meet with a college coun-
selor and start talking about their 
letters of recommendation, accord-
ing to Livelli.

When students make requests 
for letters of recommendation, “it 
is a dialogue, and it is a request, 
not a demand or an assumption,” 
Livelli said. Teachers will sign the 

form and the student will return it 
to the college counseling office so 
that they can keep a record of the 
teacher’s agreement to write a rec-
ommendation letter.

“I think they’re really import-
ant,” Livelli said. “It is a narrative 
assessment of a student’s presence 
and contribution to the classroom.” 

Like Avidon, English teacher 
Nadia Madhi, who came to GDS 
in 2014, said that she has never 
refused to write a recommenda-
tion letter for a student; she of-
ten ends up writing over 15 letters 
per year, since she teaches juniors. 
This year, she’s written 17 recom-
mendation letters.

When grading assignments 
over the course of the school year, 
she writes feedback for students. 
When writing grade reports at the 
end of each semester, she includes 
both the positive and negative in-
formation. However, “when I’m 
writing the letter of recommenda-
tion, I call all the highlights. I take 
out all of the places for improve-
ment,” Mahdi said. “I don’t think 
a recommendation letter is a place 
to include negative information.”

However, Avidon believes 
that when a letter of recommen-
dation is honest about a student’s 
strengths as well as their flaws, 
the letter will give better insight 
to colleges about who the student 
is. Avidon said that over the years, 

he’s written letters for students who 
received Cs in his class. Letters for 
students who didn’t perform well 
“pique the interest of the school” the 
student is applying to, Avidon said.

Science teacher Greg Dallinger 
said, “I’ve never had a situation 
where a student that I would have 
anything negative to say about has 
asked me for a letter. It’s always kids 
that I just have good things to say 
about.” Dallinger explained that stu-
dents who had him for both sopho-
more and junior year chemistry will 
usually ask him for letters of recom-
mendation, since he’s able to de-
velop a relationship with them over 
the course of two years. 

According to senior Ally Brang-
ham, most students request a letter 
from a STEM teacher and another 

from a humanities teacher. How-
ever, after talking with her col-
lege counselor, Brangham de-
cided that requesting letters from 
only her humanities teachers 
would be more beneficial to her 
college applications. “I thought 
my best one would come from 
only humanities teachers,” she 
said. 

Only one of her teachers re-
quired an interview, but neither 
teachers required an email or 
made the process stressful and 
complicated, she said.

According to Avidon, writ-
ing letters of recommendation 
“feels like something you have 
to do, because it’s important not 
to leave the kids without any-
body.”

A bulletin board in the college counseling office. 
Photo by Nick von Hindenburg.

Features

Administrators and Faculty Prepare for Next Year’s Accreditation
association standards and its 
commitment to continuously 
strengthen educational programs 
and teaching.” The association’s 
website also says that the purpose 
of accreditation is for the school 
to do an “in-depth reflection” of 
its programs to make sure that the 
school’s mission “truly informs 
every aspect of school life.”

Assistant Principal for 
School Life Quinn Killy said 
that accreditation legitimizes the 
school, and without it, “we prob-
ably couldn’t exist in the same 
capacity that we are.” He said 
that while accreditation isn’t nec-
essary for the school to function, 
it is important for its reputation.

The preparation for the pro-
cess that AIMS will conduct is 
being led by Associate Head of 
School Meg Goldner Rabinow-
itz. She described the accredita-
tion process as a way for AIMS 

GDS goes through a process 
to affirm its status as an accred-
ited school every ten years. The 
next accreditation will take place in 
October 2023, but administrators 
and other faculty members have 
already begun compiling the in-
formation necessary for the school 
to qualify.

The decision of whether to 
award GDS accreditation will be 
made by the Association of In-
dependent Maryland and D.C. 
Schools (AIMS). The school is 
currently in the process of prepar-
ing for the accreditation, but the 
actual accreditation, when AIMS 
comes to the school to evaluate, 
will take place next year.

According to AIMS’ web-
site, “accreditation by AIMS sig-
nifies a school’s compliance with 

to “check in” on the school as a 
whole. She introduced the process 
to the faculty at a meeting in June. 

Before the accreditation oc-
curs, the school must gather the 
documents required by AIMS, 
which include GDS’ long-term 
financial plan and a review of 
its curriculum. Rabinowitz said 
the review allows AIMS to “get 
a glance” of the school’s curricu-
lum. She said that AIMS also re-
quires demographic information 
about current and prospective stu-
dents and faculty.

Rabinowitz said that after 
compiling the necessary docu-
ments, the next step in the process 
is a “self-study.” She said AIMS 
has standards that the school must 
meet in order to be accredited, 
which include having a mission 
statement, having counselors and 
letting AIMS check in on different 
offices within the school, such as 

the admissions and marketing de-
partments.

Heading the process with 
Rabinowitz is a steering com-
mittee composed of GDS faculty. 
“The steering committee is a group 
of people who cross-represent all 
sorts of areas in the school, and 
they will be the ones who comment 
on the process,” she said. 

The committee works with 
Rabinowitz and other teachers to 
create a curriculum review, which 
outlines classes’ content and how 
it relates to the school’s mission 
statement. The committee also will 
work with AIMS during the final 
steps of the accreditation. 

Middle school instructional 
coach Jana Rupp described her 
role on the committee as a repre-
sentative for the teachers since she 
works to improve the communica-
tion between different departments 
and the committee. “I’m a connec-
tor between all of the different sub-
ject areas,” she said.

Rupp said that she and the 
other members of the committee 
recently compiled summaries from 
teachers of their approaches and 
curricula. The teachers’ responses 
allowed the committee to under-
stand “what we teach” and “why 
we teach that,” Rupp said, adding 
that the process is helpful in under-
standing how specific lessons re-
late “to the mission of the school.”  
She said that she enjoyed working 
with the faculty because she was 
able to explore their work and “re-
ally articulate on paper what they 
do.”

Another part of the accredi-
tation process is making sure that 
students are safe; Killy said that 

AIMS requires that GDS is able 
to keep track of students at all 
times. To meet this requirement, 
GDS asks students to use School-
Pass, an app that logs when stu-
dents enter and exit campus.

According to Killy, GDS’ 
implementation of the School-
Pass system was in response 
to concerns raised during the 
last accreditation process. He 
said that AIMS suggested that 
GDS might need to remove its 
open-campus policy if it could 
not keep track of students during 
emergencies. 

Rabinowitz said that she 
did not think removing GDS’ 
open-campus policy was at all 
a likely outcome of the accredi-
tation. “I don’t see us moving in 
that direction,” she said.

Five of the six students in-
terviewed by the Bit did not 
know what accreditation was or 
what it entailed.

Senior Lydia Kabiri said that 
she had only heard of the pro-
cess from Killy when he urged 
students to use SchoolPass. “We 
need to find a way to keep peo-
ple accountable for that, like an 
incentive,” she said. “I feel like 
people aren’t doing it.”

Rabinowitz said that she 
was confident that GDS will be 
accredited. “We’re not a new 
school; we have some histori-
cal grounding,” she said. “The 
best outcome is that they come, 
and they tell us the things that 
we’re doing great.” She added 
that the process is helpful going 
forward “to see some of the ways 
in which we are not fulfilling our 
intentions.”

by caroline garland and 
raghav belle trichur

Students gather in the Forum. Photo by Olivia Brown.
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The annual grade volleyball tournament took place on Friday, Oct. 28, at the high school. The 
tournament started with the junior team facing freshmen on one side of the gym and seniors 

against sophomores on the other half. The juniors and sophomores won their games and 
went on to play in the final, where the juniors beat the sophomores and won the tournament. 

See photos by Bit photographers from the 40 minutes of intramural competition.

Photo
Grade Volleyball Tournament in Photos: Juniors Claim 

Victory After Seniors Fall to Sophomores
by kaiden j. yu, olivia brown and ellie kessler

Photo by Olivia Brown. 

Photo by Olivia Brown. 

Photo by Olivia Brown. 

Photo by Olivia Brown.

Photo by Olivia Brown.

Photo by Kaiden J. Yu. 

Photo by Kaiden J. Yu. 

Photo by Kaiden J. Yu. 

Photos by Kaiden J. Yu. 

Photo by Kaiden J. Yu. 

Photo by Kaiden J. Yu. Photo by Ellie Kessler.
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An Action Plan, an Audit and Still Scant Public Data
As the summer of 2020 neared 

its end, Head of School Rus-
sell Shaw and Director of Diver-
sity, Equity and Inclusion Marlo 
Thomas told the community in an 
email that they had “identified a 
path forward for the institution” 
in the realm of anti-racism. 

One of the dozens of steps the 
school set out in its Anti-Racism 
Action Plan was to commission an 
external “audit of our current poli-
cies, climate, curriculum and pro-
gram to include identifying climate 
assessment tools and evaluation 
of the Black experience.” In other 
words, administrators wanted to 
formally look into the state of ra-
cial equity and inclusivity at GDS, 
after numerous anonymous posts 
on the Instagram account @black-
atgds had said, in the main, that it 
was not good.

The audit—conducted by 

California-based educational con-
sultant Alison Park—resulted in an 
executive summary released to the 
community on May 17. The study 
may be most notable for what it 
didn’t find: almost any data to help 
get to the bottom of any racial or 
other identity-related disparities 
at GDS.

Hiring, faculty retention, 
grades, course enrollment, partici-
pation in athletics and other school-
run extracurriculars, club leader-
ship, student disciplinary actions, 
indicators of families’ involvement 
with the school—they all could be 
analyzed along racial or other de-
mographic lines to paint a factual 
picture of how well GDS has per-
formed over time when it comes 
to realizing diversity, equity and 
inclusion.

Yet the audit discovered 
that GDS lacks the “integrated 

Graphic by Max Stumpf.

editorial
systems” needed to “track vital in-
dicators of design for and demon-
stration of DEI.” Indeed, the report 
concedes that evidence of the ef-
fects of GDS’ equity work “is not 
currently available, beyond percep-
tions,” including concerns among 
community members that GDS’ 
work was performative rather than 
substantive. The year-plus inquiry, 
rather than managing to amass and 
examine substantive statistics it-
self, instead recommended further 
inquiry—specifically, the creation 
of an internal system for tracking 
identity-sorted data.

We urge GDS to move ahead 
with that task and to release the 
data it finds to students, families 
and teachers, leaving out only par-
ticulars that might impinge on in-
dividuals’ privacy. When it comes 
to numerical discoveries, trans-
parency should be administrators’ 

default move, in line with their 
goal on the Anti-Racism Action 
Plan’s webpage to “transparently 
share how we have performed in 
meeting our commitments.”

Park’s audit involved its own 
surveys of community members, 
but their statistical findings were 
included only in the full-length re-
port that administrators and trust-
ees received, Thomas told the Bit—
not the executive summary. She 
said that data analysts generally 
recommend making only broad 
conclusions, not the data, widely 
available.

However, if students and the 
broader community are to take 
ownership of, participate in and 
embrace efforts to make GDS a 
more inclusive place—an imper-
ative the audit summary touches 
on time and again—they deserve to 
know in detail how well those ef-
forts are actually going. Releasing 
a substantial amount of statistical 
results would spark new conver-
sations about anti-racism, nudging 
community members to consider 
their own responsibility.

The Augur Bit undertook a 
study of the demographics of its 
quoted sources in the spring semes-
ter and, in September, published 
a summary of the statistical find-
ings. Readers were left to judge for 
themselves how well the newspa-
per had done in presenting a di-
verse range of voices.

Shaw, in his virtual State of 
the School speech mostly to par-
ents in January, shared some results 
from a survey of GDS students in 
2021 conducted by Challenge Suc-
cess, an education organization as-
sociated with Stanford University. 
The high school’s marks on the 
“teacher care and support scale” 
and the “belonging scale” were 

nearly identical across racial and 
gender categories.

Those limited statistics make 
clear the need for deeper and 
broader research, especially us-
ing empirical markers of commu-
nity members’ experiences, to see 
whether and how they differ, or 
have differed in the past, in cor-
relation to their racial identity. To 
be sure, numbers cannot tell the 
full story. But they would provide 
invaluable insights and pave the 
way for tailored, proactive steps 
with measurable benchmarks for 
success.

Certain findings will surely be 
surprising: problems assumed to 
exist that do not; unknown trends 
over time; discrepancies, to do with 
race or any other identifier GDS 
tracks, that had flown under the ra-
dar without public condemnation.

No doubt, the internal research 
that the audit proposed and that we 
now call for is a massive under-
taking. Thomas explained to the 
Bit several challenges the school 
faces in collecting data—chiefly 
the inconsistency of the databases 
used by different departments and 
the unwillingness of some commu-
nity members to specify their racial 
identity on GDS forms.

Whatever investment it takes, 
looking at GDS in the statistical 
mirror—and then sharing what 
they see—may be the best thing 
administrators can do to advance 
the anti-racist project they have un-
dertaken for the past two years and 
the dedication to inclusivity they 
have affirmed for far longer.

The school has addressed the 
topic of racial equity and inclusiv-
ity with a flood of words—in nu-
merous emails, in its original ac-
tion plan, in an audit summary. 
Where are the numbers?

Follow The Augur Bit on Instagram 
and Twitter @theaugurbit to 
stay updated on all our latest 

stories! Visit our website, 
theaugurbit.com, to subscribe to our 
weekly email newsletter if you are 

not a high school student or teacher.
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There Is More to You Than Your Grades 

Every summer since the sec-
ond grade, I have been going to 
a summer camp for only Span-
ish kids. From Tarifa to Toledo, 
each year entails a month of liv-
ing in a small Spanish town to im-
merse myself in a new  location. 
I am always one of just a handful 
of English speakers in a swarm of 
Spaniards. The pressure to speak 
in Spanish about complex issues 
with native speakers often brings 
me immense discomfort. In the 
past, attending camp made me 
feel like an outsider. With each 
year my dislike only grew—un-
til this summer. 

Feeling insecure that I had 
nothing planned for the sum-
mer, I decided to return to camp 
for a final year to fill my time. I 
was dreading the process of con-
necting with my fellow campers 

and making new friends in a dif-
ferent language. I didn’t want to 
talk about the fact that I had noth-
ing academic planned for the sum-
mer—especially not in Spanish. I 
was worried that the rest of the stu-
dents were starting to build their 
résumés while I had nothing on 
mine. 

When I arrived at camp in 
July, I was assigned to a tent with 
all Spanish girls as tentmates. 
They began to ask me ques-
tions—“Where are you from? 
How old are you? What do you 
like to do in your free time?” As I 
was bombarded with all of these 
questions, I began to realize these 
girls didn’t care about what school 
I went to or what my academic in-
terests were. They made me feel 
comfortable with myself. I was 
happy to speak about something 
other than school, no matter what 

language it was in. I began to em-
brace the Spanish language. Even 
with my countless grammar mis-
takes, I was excited to speak. 

School only came up in our 
conversations once in passing 
when two girls discussed the col-
leges they wanted to apply to. 
Soon, the entire group joined in 
and began to list amazing En-
glish and American universities. 
They talked about how many kids 
from their school got into those 
colleges—and the numbers were 
high. Since my first day at camp, 
I believed that this summer’s lack 
of academic conversation was 
due to the other girls’ disinterest 
in school. But my assumption was 
proved false. School was some-
thing they didn’t believe dictated 
their future. They were so non-
chalant about the application pro-
cess; if they didn’t get in, then 

they didn’t get in. They didn’t be-
lieve what school they got into or 
the grade they received determined 
their intelligence or self-worth. 
They were all relaxed; I had never 
heard of a teenager relaxed about 
school.

I expressed my shock to the 
girls and they explained that school 
wasn’t the center of their lives. Af-
ter asking more questions about 
their school life, I realized that their 
communities didn’t place extreme 
academic expectations on them. 
And without the expectations, their 
academic lives seemed to have less 
pressure than students’ academic 
lives at GDS. I realized how dif-
ferent my experiences were from 
theirs.

One of the biggest contrasts 
between our lives was the lack of 
constant academic encouragement 
and reassurance that many Amer-
ican students receive and crave. 
This culture does not exist in Spain. 
Especially in the D.C. area and 
throughout the GDS community, 
teachers, friends and even parents 
constantly tell students how intelli-
gent they are. I have heard this same 
sentence said in numerous ways—
“You guys are GDS students; you 

are smart enough to do this,”  or 
“You are GDS students; I know 
you are smarter than this.” These 
small comments make all the dif-
ference since they are a constant 
reminder of the emphasized im-
portance of grades and school at 
GDS. When my peers and I are 
consistently and almost relent-
lessly praised and called intelli-
gent on a daily basis, I feel like 
I have to connect my education 
to my self-worth, and I feel like 
every grade I receive begins to 
feel like a reflection of my value 
as a person. 

Once I came to GDS in my 
freshman year, I was surrounded 
by high-achieving students and 
had to keep up with a rigorous 
curriculum. Students constantly 
talk about grades, internships, 
elite sports and academic camps. 
I have found myself constantly 
comparing myself to other stu-
dents and diminishing my own 
successes.

While I was initially afraid 
of my final year at camp, meet-
ing new people was the experi-
ence I didn’t know I needed. It 
allowed me to escape the GDS 
bubble and taught me there is 
more to your teenage years than 
worrying about your future. 

I encourage my peers to take 
a different approach to think-
ing about school. It is so easy 
to get sucked into a culture at 
GDS where grades and aca-
demic achievements are what 
largely shape your idea of your 
self-worth. By staying in another 
country for a month, I gained in-
sight that has allowed me to take 
a less rigid approach to school. 
I hope that my fellow students 
see that there is more to school, 
learning and your future than the 
grades you receive. Digital illustration by Nava Mach.

by natalia freedman

oPinions

Not Only Asians Should Get to Learn About Chinatowns in Minimester

Each year, GDS holds min-
imester, a three-day program 
where students engage in expe-
riential learning outside of their 
typical academic schedules. This 
year, a new minimester option 
called “Chinatown, USA” be-
came available, and I was imme-
diately drawn to it. The description 
discusses how students would ex-
plore the ways that Chinatowns all 
over the country began and devel-
oped over time, and how they are 
“sites of both empowerment and 
oppression.”

The minimester even involves 
a visit to Manhattan’s Chinatown. 
Part of the reason I was excited 
about the Chinatowns minimester 
was because I would get to learn 
about the history of American Chi-
natowns with a diverse group of 
students who were also interested 
in the topic. 

When students found out 
about minimester placements on 
Oct. 25, I was thrilled to have got-
ten in. Later that day, I was sur-
prised to hear that when one of 
my peers didn’t get into the Chi-
natowns course, the explanation 

she got from a minimester orga-
nizer was that the Chinatowns 
minimester had been limited to 
Asian or Asian-American students. 
When the minimester rosters be-
came available on MyGDS, ev-
ery student on there appeared to 
be Asian.

Excluding non-Asian students 
from this opportunity contradicts 
the point of minimester, to allow 
any student to explore a topic they 
are interested in or curious about. 
Why was I, a Korean American, 
getting priority over someone who 
might know as little about Chinese 
culture as I do?

When I reached out to 

Michelle McKeever, the main or-
ganizer of minimester, she con-
firmed that the Chinatowns min-
imester had become an affinity 
group and explained that the de-
cision was based on both the plans 
for the course and the minimester’s 
popularity. English teacher Alice 
Wang, one of the leaders of the 
course, told me that it was partly 
designed to include conversations 
to reflect on Asian-American iden-
tity.

The decision doesn’t align 
with the true purpose of min-
imester and how inclusion and di-
versity are defined at GDS. For all 
my years at the high school when 
minimester has run (not 2021), it’s 
been an opportunity for me and my 
fellow classmates to engage in a 
culture or activity we hadn’t yet, 
and one we were curious about. 
My freshmen year, I did the New 
York art minimester, one that al-
lowed me to visit art museums 
around the city and appreciate dif-
ferent styles and artists. This ex-
perience allowed me to grow my 
artistic interests and learn about 
art forms that were foreign to me.

McKeever said that she 
and the Chinatowns minimester 

by sophia flyer
teachers decided after the registra-
tion deadline to limit the course’s 
participants to Asian students. 
Therefore, the non-Asian students 
who were eager to participate in 
this minimester were not aware 
that acceptance into the minimester 
would be done that way. 

The decision to only include 
Asian students sets the precedent 
that future minimester options can 
be racially selective as well, and 
makes me wonder what would hap-
pen if other minimesters also be-
came affinity spaces. Should the 
food and culture tracks be limited 
to students who identify with each 
respective heritage and geograph-
ical region?

The main fault here is the fact 
that affinity spaces are being car-
ried into different contexts that 
don’t have the same goals. AAA, 
GDS’ Asian-American affinity 
group, meets each month to discuss 
issues that pertain to Asian iden-
tity. I am a co-head of Fusion, the 
multiracial and multiethnic affin-
ity group, and I consistently attend 
AAA and Young Women of Color. 
The purpose of affinity groups is to 
foster a safe space where students 
can freely express their identity, so 

it makes sense to exclude people 
who do not share the same iden-
tifiers from these spaces.

The purpose of minimester, 
on the other hand, is different. 
Whether what we are learning 
about relates to our identity and 
lived experiences or not, every-
one is just there to learn. To re-
iterate, I love affinity groups at 
GDS, but things start to become 
an issue when the exclusionary 
aspect of these groups starts slip-
ping into different contexts.

Although I am grateful to 
have gotten into the course I 
wanted, I think the selection 
process for the Chinatowns min-
imester should have been ran-
dom (maybe with the exception 
of senior priority). I’m unaware 
of what’s in store for the min-
imester, and I am definitely inter-
ested in learning more about how 
an affinity space would be con-
ducive to the hopes of the course.

Still, I do believe that the 
choice to limit a minimester 
to a racial group should be re-
evaluated for the future, so that 
minimester can stay true to its 
core value, letting students learn 
something new.

“Why was I, a Korean 
American,

getting priority over 
someone who

might know as little 
about Chinese

culture as I do?” 
Flyer writes.

“It is so easy to get 
sucked into a culture

at GDS where 
grades and academic 

achievements are 
what largely shape 

your idea of your self-
worth,” Freedman 

writes.
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GDS Beats St. John’s for D.C. Volleyball Title, in Jubilant End to Season

The women’s varsity volley-
ball team beat St. John’s College 
High School 3–1 in the champi-
onship match of the D.C. State 
Athletic Association (DCSAA) 
tournament on Friday, Nov. 11. 
The week before, the team lost 
to Flint Hill in the Independent 
School League (ISL) finals, fin-
ishing second in the league.

The championship game 
took place at the University of 
the District of Columbia’s gym, 
and the stands were packed with 
GDS students, family members 
and faculty. Members of the fan 
section, who wore green and 
white, waved a GDS flag and 
multiple homemade signs. 

The day before the champi-
onship, the first-seed Hoppers 
played twelfth-seed Model Sec-
ondary School for The Deaf in 
the tournament’s semifinal and 
won 3–0 with scores of 25–11, 
25–11 and 25–9 for each set. 
GDS got an early 5–0 lead in 
the beginning set but started to 
give up easy points. Sophomore 
Alexa Gillespie helped the team 
rally back and scored two points 
off her serves. In the second and 
third set, GDS was steady with 
their lead and continued to play 
strongly. 

The first set of the champi-
onship began with second-seed 
St. John’s jumping out to an early 

lead, going up by seven points. 
GDS battled back, tying the 
score at 23. In volleyball, to win 
a set you must win by two points, 
so though GDS got to 25 first, 
the set wasn’t over. The teams 
traded points until GDS put St. 
John’s away with a serve by ju-
nior setter Clara Yu and won the 
set 27–25. 

In the second set, GDS again 
started off behind, but quickly 
got a lead and cruised to a 25–
19 win. Yu was a standout player 
in the second set, assisting many 
kills for the Hoppers. 

In the third set, St. John’s 
took an early lead again, with a 
score of 14–6. On a play half-
way through the set, sophomore 
Jada Aksu spiked the ball at a 
St. John’s player who wasn’t 
able to save it. The point was 
not awarded to the Hoppers—
there was an errant ball on the 
court, which the referees ruled 
interfered with the play, much to 
the disdain of the GDS fans. The 
teams continued, but GDS was 
not able to mount a comeback in 
the third set, losing 25–15.

“When we were down, it was 
just about confidence and belief 
in ourselves,” head coach Bran-
don Wiest said after the game. 
“We kept going, kept fighting, 
and the players dug us out of 
that hole.”

The fourth set began the 
same way as the third, with St. 

by jeremiah farr John’s leading, this time by a 
score of 13–6. GDS went on a 
run, however, tying the game at 
16 points each. It was a very tight 
contest from there, and GDS 
led 24–23. A St. John’s player’s 
serve was out of bounds, and the 
game ended with GDS winning 
the fourth set 25–23.  

The GDS players and fans 
rushed the court and celebrated 
together until the gym closed. 
Several members of the class 
of 2022 were at the game and 
congratulated the players after 

it ended. 
The game was the last for 

the senior members of the team, 
including senior and team man-
ager Drew Cowan, who has been 
with the team for years. “This 
is just so big,” Cowan said af-
ter the game. “Especially after 
last year, coming up just short, 
this is the perfect ending for the 
perfect team.” GDS lost in the 
DCSAA finals to Wilson in the 
2021 season.

“This is the best feeling in 
the world,” senior and captain 

Isadora Evers said. “I couldn’t 
ask for a better ending to my se-
nior season.”

Wiest echoed Evers’ senti-
ment. “This means everything,” 
he said. “It was really this senior 
group that pulled us through, and 
it’s going to be a big loss, but we 
have confidence in this team.”

Yu was named most valu-
able player during the awards 
ceremony after the game. “We 
just trusted ourselves, trusted the 
work we put in and trusted the 
process,” Yu said.

The women’s varsity volleyball team celebrates during the DCSAA quarterfinal game on Nov. 9. 
Photo by Olivia Brown.

The GDS women’s varsity 
cross country team won the In-
dependent School League (ISL) 
championships on Oct. 29 for the 
second time in school history. 
The men’s varsity team finished 
in second place in the Mid-Atlan-
tic Athletic Conference (MAC) 
championships.

The day-long event started 
with a 30-minute bus ride from 
GDS to the Montgomery County 
Agricultural History Farm Park. 
Once the team arrived, the se-
nior girls handed out handwritten 
notes to all the other girls on the 
team, which is a tradition before 
every meet. The teams collected 

their singlets and huddled to-
gether for group photos and a 
speech from the teams’ head 
coach, Anthony Belber, before 
the day’s races began. 

“I think that we are going to 
do well,” freshman Emma Reni-
gar said before the race. “Last 
practice, Anthony gave us a re-
ally long lecture—a long talk, 
as he calls it—with lots of ad-
vice. I think everyone is just here 
to have fun and do their best. I 
think everyone’s a little bit ner-
vous—there is kind of a little bit 
of stress and a little bit of ex-
citement in the air.” Renigar ran 
in the women’s varsity B race, 
which was for junior varsity run-
ners.

“I think we are going to 
give all the teams a run for their 
money,” assistant coach Amanda 
Deringer said in an interview be-
fore the meet. “I think everybody 
is excited to kind of leave their 
legacy.” 

The first event of the day 
was the freshman/sophomore 
MAC race. GDS won the race, 
with runners placing in each 
of the top four spots and in the 
sixth. “We got 16 points, which 
is one off of a perfect score 
for the MAC,” freshman Noah 
Kolker, a runner in the freshman/
sophomore race, said. 

The women’s team placed 
fourth in the ISL Varsity B race. 

The men’s Varsity B race came 
right afterward, and ended in an-
other first-place victory for GDS.

Cross country runners who 
were injured were still asked 
to show up and cheer on their 
team. The girl runners tied green 
ribbons in their hair to support 
GDS. GDS runners who had fin-
ished a race waited at the fin-
ish line until the last GDS run-
ner crossed the line.

The day continued with the 
women’s varsity race. All seven 
runners completed the five-ki-
lometer course in under 22 min-
utes. Each of the seven girls got 
a new personal record, according 
to sophomore Audrey Leff, who 
is a runner on the varsity team. 
GDS runners were thrilled with 
the accomplishment and many 
cried tears of joy after the race. 
Runners waited eagerly for the 
news that the varsity runners won 
the ISL championships. 

“The seven people we had 
running today cared about this,” 
Leff said. “They cared really 
deeply and everybody was in it 
to win it. We went in with a pos-
itive attitude; we love each other. 

We went into it with so much joy 
and happiness and we put our all 
into it.” 

Senior Christian Freeman, 
who ran for the men’s varsity B 
team, said that since he thinks 
the ISL championships is as com-
petitive as States, he thinks that 
“it is so insane that the women’s 
team won.”

The last race of the day was 
the men’s varsity race, where 
GDS finished in second place be-
hind Potomac. (The Augur Bit’s 
editor-in-chief, Ethan Wolin, is a 
captain of the men’s cross coun-
try team and was not involved in 
editing this article. Bit faculty 
advisor Julia Fisher is an assis-
tant coach.)

“Charlie Ortmans is their 
best runner and he could win 
the race no matter what,” Lina 
Stensland, who ran for women’s 
varsity B team, said of Potomac’s 
performance in the men’s var-
sity race. “Honestly, I think Poto-
mac just had faster runners than 
us today.”

The day ended with a speech 
by Belber, where he praised the 
team for its accomplishments. 
“We are an 80-person team and 
we have all made contribu-
tions,” he said. “You guys are 
very strong people.”

Members of the team 
hugged, cried and cheered after 
the races ended. On one of the 
buses on the way home, the run-
ners sang “We Are The Champi-
ons” by Queen.

Women’s Varsity Cross Country Wins ISL Banner; Men Second in MAC
by finley meyer

Members of the cross country team celebrate during the awards ceremony on Oct. 29. Photo by Kaiden J. Yu.

“We went into it with 
so much joy and 

happiness and we put 
our all into it,” 

Leff said.
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New Psych Approval Policy Questioned, Defended, Violated
sPorts

On Thursday, Oct. 20, Athletic 
Director David Gillespie sent an 
email to all GDS coaches and ath-
letes announcing new guidelines 
for “hypes” (commonly called 
psychs), coordinated outfits teams 
wear on game days to build excite-
ment. The new guidelines contain a 
list of 25 approved themes, includ-
ing jerseys, tie-dye and pajamas.

The email also included a link 
to a Google form where teams can 
propose additions. Administrators 
will look through the submissions 
and add the ones that they deem 
acceptable. Since creating the list, 
Gillespie has added two items that 
students proposed: denim/jean out-
fits and zombie-athlete costumes.

On Friday, Nov. 4, the GDS 
cross country men’s team wore a 
“crop top and jeans” psych, which 
was not on the approved list. 
Gillespie could not be reached 
for comment on that psych before 
the publication of this article on-
line. (Ethan Wolin, the Bit‘s edi-
tor-in-chief, is a cross country cap-
tain and was not involved in editing 
this article.)

The women’s varsity soc-
cer team wore a “Joes” psych 
on Wednesday, Nov. 2—players 

dressed up as different people or 
characters named Joe—which was 
also not on the list of sanctioned 
psychs.

“I think teams are just going 
to do the psychs and if they get 
in trouble they can just say it was 
a coincidence,” sophomore Alex 
Bhatia, who runs cross country, 
said in an interview before Nov. 
4. “The list sucks all of the fun and 
purpose out of doing them.”

The new constraints come on 
the heels of last year’s controversy 
surrounding a cross country psych 
in which male-identifying runners 
dressed as “sorority girls” and fe-
male-identifying runners dressed 
as “fraternity boys.” Before that, 
psychs were completely stu-
dent-coordinated and unregulated.

The fraternity/sorority psych 
“made people in our community 
feel uncomfortable, and rightfully 
so,” Gillespie said in an interview 
with the Bit. “That psych was the 
one that spurred the change.”

After that controversial psych 
last November, Gillespie emailed 
athletes asking that all ideas be 
vetted by him as part of the ath-
letic department’s interim policy 
on psychs.  He said he doesn’t re-
member whether any athletes ac-
tually passed ideas by him after 

by jeremiah farr

Women’s Varsity Soccer Secures ISL A Division Tournament Banner
by jeremiah farr

The varsity women’s soccer 
team won the Independent School 
League (ISL) A Division tourna-
ment against Episcopal on Friday, 
Nov. 4. The GDS team also had the 
best record in the division’s regu-
lar season, going undefeated in all 
conference games, including a 4–1 
win against Episcopal. This is the 
first year on record that the Hop-
pers have both had a perfect sea-
son and won the A Division tour-
nament banner.

GDS’ perfect record in the 
regular season gave them the first 
seed of seven in the playoffs, along 
with a first-round bye. In the sec-
ond round of the playoffs they 
faced fourth-seed Flint Hill. The 
Hoppers won 2–1 in the semifinal 
game, which was also the team’s 
senior night. 

The ISL is divided into two 
divisions, A and AA, with the bet-
ter teams in the AA Division. The 
best team in the A Division—this 
year, GDS—will be promoted for 
the next season to the AA Division. 
The last-place team in the AA Di-
vision—this year, National Cathe-
dral School—will be relegated. In 

the AA Division, fourth-seed Poto-
mac beat sixth-seed Sidwell in the 
championship game to win the AA 
Division’s ISL tournament banner.

The A Division champion-
ship game took place at Potomac, 
a neutral site, as per ISL rules. The 
stands were filled with GDS stu-
dents and family members, and a 
considerably smaller number of 
Episcopal fans. 

The game started at 3 p.m., 
and Episcopal got off to a quick 
start, scoring in the first minute. 
GDS tied the score almost imme-
diately when senior Dionne Har-
ris scored inside the penalty area. 
Sophomore Mara Grace then 
scored with 25 minutes left in the 
40-minute half, giving GDS its first 
lead. However, the lead was short-
lived since Episcopal scored two 
quick goals to end the half lead-
ing 3–2. 

“The game was really up and 
down, especially in the first half,” 
senior and team captain Maya Ryu 
said. 

The second half started with-
out a goal in the first 15 minutes, 
and tension built among the fans 
in the bleachers. Harris scored 
her second goal with 24 minutes 

left, bringing the game to a tie un-
til Episcopal answered with a goal 
of their own seven minutes later. 

Episcopal’s 4–3 lead was chal-
lenged twice with close shots. GDS 
finally broke through from outside 
the penalty area with a shot by Ryu, 
which landed in the top left corner 
of the goal. 

Ryu’s goal came with four 
minutes remaining, when the in-
tensity of the game was at its high-
est. With one minute left, the clock 
stopped and stoppage time—extra 
time at the end of the half to make 
up for time lost in the half due to 
small stops in the game—began.

In the final minute of stoppage 
time, Harris scored her third goal 
of the game, completing a hat trick 
and winning the game for the Hop-
pers. GDS fended off Episcopal for 
the final seconds, and as the final 
whistle blew, the GDS students at-
tending the game rushed the field 
to celebrate with the champion-
ship team.

The team was awarded its ban-
ner after the game and the players 
celebrated with each other before 
leaving the field.

“I want to highlight the ver-
satility of these guys, and the 

resilience to come back from 
down,” assistant coach Colleen 
Redmond said. “When the game 
was really on the line, we saw our 
seniors step up.”

The game was one of the last 
for this year’s senior players since 
the only game that remained was 
in the D.C. State Athletic Associa-
tion (DCSAA) championship tour-
nament.

The team’s psych for the day 
of the game was “white lies,” in 
which every player wears a white 
shirt with a made-up fact about 
herself written on it. Before the 

championship game, some team-
mates fondly called Harris “Hat-
trick Harris,” since she had scored 
many goals but never three in the 
same game. Her t-shirt read “I have 
a hat trick,” since at the time, she 
hadn’t achieved the accomplish-
ment. “It felt great to finally be able 
to do that,” she said of her hat trick 
after the game. 

“As a senior, this game is a 
huge deal because we won the ban-
ner my freshman year and we were 
able to do it again,” Ryu said. “Ev-
eryone played great, and it’s just 
such a great feeling.”

the cross country psych, but that 
no other problems arose.

Two senior varsity athletes, 
soccer player Leo Pivato and la-
crosse player Nora Smulson, said 
they didn’t remember any consul-
tation with Gillespie about their 
psychs last year but couldn’t be 
sure that teammates didn’t check 
with him.

“We thought the best thing was 
to create some guidelines and a list 
of psychs so that teams don’t have 
to worry about if the psych they’re 
planning is okay,” Gillespie said. 
“It makes their life super easy.”

Although Principal Yom Fox 
was part of the decision to imple-
ment the current guidelines, along 
with Gillespie, Assistant Athletic 
Director Pam Stanfield, Director 
of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion 
Marlo Thomas and Assistant Prin-
cipal for Student Life Quinn Killy, 
she said that she wasn’t aware of 
the details of the cross country 
psych, which happened before 
she started at GDS. “I have no idea 
about that,” Fox told the Bit.

“We’re going to take it on 
a case-by-case basis,” Gillespie 
said of teams wearing unapproved 
psychs. “Hopefully everyone just 
follows the fill-out-the-form rule, 
and if a team does not do that, I will 
go talk to the captains and coaches 
to figure out what the next steps 
should be.”

In his Oct. 20 email to athletes 
and coaches announcing the new 
guidelines, Gillespie wrote that the 
purpose of psychs is to “promote 
school spirit and draw attention to 
the day’s game in a way that hon-
ors the integrity and worth of each 
individual within a diverse school 
community.”

“Thinking about how we can 
be an inclusive school is in every 
aspect of what we do,” Fox said. 
“If in doing some hype there are 

portions of our community that feel 
alienated and not part of what’s 
supposed to be community-build-
ing, I think we should stop and 
think about if this is the way that 
we want to promote sports.”

When asked what makes ad-
ministrators better suited than stu-
dents to make thoughtful decisions, 
Gillespie said, “We’ve already had 
examples of the students not fol-
lowing that with the cross country 
psych, so why not create a list that 
works for all of us?”

Smulson, who is a co-head 
of the Spirit Committee as well 
as a varsity swimmer and lacrosse 
player, acknowledged that athletes 
should stay away from any poten-
tially offensive themes but worries 
that the new regulations will defeat 
the purpose of the psychs. “Psychs 
are made to be creative for a spe-
cific team, and if every team is do-
ing the same exact ones it kind of 
takes how special they are away,” 
she said. “At a certain point they’ll 
just blend in.”

“What restrictions are we put-
ting on this?” Gillespie said. “If 
you choose to do a psych that’s not 
on the list, all you have to do is fill 
out the form and send it to us. We’ll 
either say yea or nay.”

Though Gillespie believes that 
student choice is unrestrained by 
the policy, he still expects some 
pushback from athletes. “I’m sure 
that some kids are going to be up-
set by it, but what I’m hoping is 
that they’ll realize that it’s actually 
there to help them.”

Also on the list of acceptable 
psychs is rodeo attire, which was 
originally the theme for this fall’s 
homecoming, but was changed af-
ter students said they wouldn’t feel 
comfortable in rodeo attire. 

According to Killy, who 
worked with Smulson and the Spirit 
Committee to plan homecoming, 

it is “totally unrelated” that rodeo 
was shut down as the theme for 
the dance, “an event we wanted 
to make it open and accessible 
for everyone,” and that it is now 
a psych option. Psychs, which are 
student-organized and are not de-
signed for the whole student body 
to participate in, “are a different 
ballgame than a whole-school 
event,” he said.

Senior Isadora Evers, a co-cap-
tain of the varsity volleyball team, 
agreed with the decision to switch 
to a new system. “The purpose of 
a psych is to get everyone excited, 
and if the psych is offensive, it’s 
not going to do that,” she said. “As 
long as they approve the ones that 
we add to the list, I think every-
thing will be fine.”

Above all, Gillespie wants ev-
eryone to know that the decision 
to switch to this system for team 
psychs was in entirely good faith. 
“In no way are we trying to cur-
tail the enthusiasm for athletics. I 
hope every team does a psych ev-
ery single game,” he said. “It’s one 
of my favorite things, and I want 
to make sure that we’re doing it in 
a way that doesn’t upset anyone in 
our community.”

Director of Student Life and 
Wellness Bobby Asher, a former 
baseball and women’s varsity bas-
ketball coach, said that “in our 
community, historically, we have 
been more about norms than rules, 
so I can understand that any shift 
might feel more burdensome for 
the kids.” 

Asher said he anticipates back-
lash from student athletes. “I would 
assume that this feels more chal-
lenging and perhaps like it’s tak-
ing some of the spontaneity and 
autonomy away from the process,” 
he said. “On the other hand, it mat-
ters to me if even one kid says that 
the psych affects them negatively.”

The women’s varsity soccer team plays in the semifinal game against 
Flint Hill on Nov. 2. Photo by Shaila Joshi.

Varsity volleyball players dress in skiing gear on Oct. 27. 
Photo by Olivia Brown.
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Tatiana Nazlymov was born into 
a fencing family. Her grandfather 
was a three-time Olympic champion 
and ten-time world champion fencer; 
her father, also a prominent fencer, 
established the Nazlymov Fencing 
training academy along with her 
mother in 2018. Nazlymov, a GDS 
senior, started fencing at age nine and 
was competing internationally by her 
freshman year of high school.

Since then, she has rocketed 
up the USA National Women’s Sa-
ber fencing rankings and has be-
come a nationally recognized star 
in the sport. “I really hated it up to 
last year,” Nazlymov said in an inter-
view. She is currently ranked fourth 
in the United States in Senior Wom-
en’s Saber Fencing and committed 
to Princeton University’s Division I 
fencing program. 

Nazlymov said that in past years 
she felt a certain pressure associated 
with college recruitment and her fam-
ily’s expectations, but as she grew 
as a fencer she discovered a sense 
of ambition and love for the sport.

Nazlymov said she practices for 
two hours a day, four days a week at 
her family’s academy with a large 
group of other advanced fencers. She 
also attends three 30-minute private 
training sessions each week. Given 
her ranking, she is a member of the 
U.S. National Fencing team, so she 
also completes mandatory workouts 
sent from the U.S. Olympic Training 
Center in Colorado. She hopes to rep-
resent the U.S. at the 2024 Olympics 
in Paris, France, which she would 
qualify for with her current rank.

Intense, repetitive bouts and 
encouraging interactions between 

fencers and coaches made for a lively 
atmosphere when I visited Nazlymov 
at a practice. Before I could see any 
actual fencing in front of me, I heard 
the clanging of the sabers and the bat-
tle declarations—en garde, ready, set, 
fence—ringing through Westmore-
land Church, whose basement has 
been transformed into a temporary 
gym for Nazlymov Fencing.

Nazlymov’s consistent dedica-
tion to the sport has impressed her 
friends at school and her fencing 
mates. “She cares so much about it 
and she is very interested in getting 
better,” senior Deepa Bhargava said. 

Longtime fencing mate Na-
talie Olsen, who is also nationally 
ranked, described Nazlymov as a 
hard worker in all aspects of fenc-
ing. Nazlymov’s regimen includes 
morning runs before school, 1000 
squats and 200 push-ups each Fri-
day, intense fencing bouts in prac-
tice, and even meditation. 

Fikrat Valiyev, Nazlymov’s 
main coach for the past four years, 
expressed his admiration of Nazly-
mov as a fencer and as a person. In an 
interview, Valiyev emphasized Na-
zlymov’s virtue as a teammate and 
diligent approach to her training. 
Valiyev believes that Nazlymov’s ex-
tensive tournament experience will 
serve her well in future competitions 
such as the Olympic games. 

Scores
by raphael wolf

Here are the results from GDS teams’ games and meets during the 
weeks of Oct. 24 to Nov.. 11 The grasshopper icon denotes GDS 

wins. Information compiled by Molly Kurtzer-Ellenbogen. 
Grasshopper icon by Nava Mach.

Men’s varsity soccer
Tuesday, Oct. 25: St. Andrew’s (3) def. GDS (2)

Friday, Oct. 28: GDS (1) def. Sidwell (1) in penalty kicks in MAC 
tournament quarterfinal

Tuesday, Nov. 1: Potomac (4) def. GDS (2) in MAC tournament 
semifinal

Men’s junior-varsity soccer
Tuesday, Oct. 25: GDS (3) ties St. Andrew’s (3)

Women’s varsity soccer
Wednesday, Oct. 26: GDS (1) def. Bullis (0)

Wednesday, Nov. 2: GDS (2) def. Flint Hill (1) in ISL tournament 
semifinal

Friday, Nov. 4: GDS (5) def. Episcopal (4) in ISL tournament 
final

Wednesday, Nov. 9: Visitation (5) def. GDS (0) in DCSAA tourna-
ment quarterfinal

Women’s junior-varsity soccer
Tuesday, Oct. 25: Sidwell (2) def. GDS (0)

Women’s varsity volleyball
Tuesday, Oct. 25: GDS (3) def. Madeira (0)

Thursday, Oct. 27: GDS (3) def. Holy Child (0)
Monday, Oct. 31: GDS (3) def. National Cathedral School (0)

Wednesday, Nov. 2: GDS (3) def. Holton Arms (0) in ISL tournament 
quarterfinal

Friday, Nov. 4: GDS (3) def. Episcopal (1) in ISL tournament semifi-
nal

Sunday, Nov. 6: Flint Hill (3) def. GDS (0) in ISL tournament final
Wednesday, Nov. 9: GDS (3) def. Visitation (0) in DCSAA tourna-

ment quarterfinal
Thursday, Nov. 10: GDS (3) def. Model School for the Deaf (0) in 

DCSAA tournament semifinal
Friday, Nov. 11: GDS (3) def. St. John’s (1) in DCSAA tournament fi-

nal

Women’s junior-varsity volleyball
Tuesday, Oct. 25: GDS (2) def. Madeira (0)

Thursday, Oct. 27: GDS (2) def. Holy Child (1)
      Monday, Oct. 31: GDS (2) def. National Cathedral School (0)

Women’s freshman volleyball
Friday, Oct. 28: Madeira (2) def. GDS (0)

Women’s varsity tennis
In tennis, teams compete against each other in seven matches (four 
singles matches and three doubles matches). The team that wins the 

most matches is the winner.
Monday, Oct. 24: Holy Child (5) def. GDS (2) in ISL tournament 

quarterfinal

Women’s junior-varsity tennis
Wednesday, Oct. 12: GDS (6) def. St. Andrew’s (1)
Friday, Oct. 14: Potomac School (6) def. GDS (1)

Wednesday, Oct. 19: St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes (7) def. GDS (0)
Friday, Oct. 21: National Cathedral School (7) def. GDS (0)

Cross country
Each race is on a 5-kilometer course and is scored by adding the 

placements of each team’s top five finishers, with the lowest total win-
ning.

Saturday, Oct. 29: ISL and MAC championships
• Women’s varsity first of 13 scoring schools

• Men’s varsity second of seven scoring schools
• Women’s varsity B fourth of six scoring schools

• Men’s varsity B first of five scoring schools
• Men’s freshman/sophomore first of three scoring schools

Saturday, Nov. 5: DCSAA Championship
• Men’s varsity fourth of 13 schools

• Women’s varsity fourth of six schools
• Men’s junior-varsity second of ten schools

• Women’s junior varsity fifth of seven schools

Senior Tatiana Nazlymov, Bound for 
Princeton, May Fence at 2024 Olympics

Fencing competitions have 
given Nazlymov the unique oppor-
tunity to travel the world as a high 
schooler, but at the same time forced 
her to miss a large amount of school. 
Nazlymov’s global travels have be-
come a joke among her friends. “Ev-
ery other week I’d be like, ‘Tatiana, 
where were you for lunch? I didn’t 
see you.’ And she’s like, ‘Oh sorry, 
I’m in Italy,’” Bhargava said. 

Road trips are a major part of 
the high school fencing experience 
since it is a small sport and there are 
a limited number of national tour-
naments. According to Olsen, Na-
zlymov brightens up draining travel 
experiences. On one trip, the two of 
them drove eleven hours to Georgia 
with a team of fencers only for the 
tournament to get canceled due to a 
COVID outbreak. 

“We were annoyed, it was New 
Year’s, and no one was happy,” Ol-
sen said. “But Tatiana started play-
ing music and suggesting road trip 
games that were for little kids but 
somehow it made it way more fun.” 

Every person in Nazlymov’s 
circle who the Bit interviewed de-
scribed her as humble. Olson con-
sidered that someone else in Nazly-
mov’s position as a top-ranked fencer 
might have an ego or be boastful, but 
Nazlymov maintains a classy energy 
in practice and a down-to-earth, gen-
uine attitude with her friends. 

“At practice, you don’t feel dif-
ferent talking to Tatiana than any of 
the other kids fencing at the regional 
level,” Olsen said. “There is never an 
undertone of the grandeur of her ac-
complishments.”

As Nazlymov looks towards the 
future, she is optimistic, with her eyes 
set on Paris in 2024.

The GDS women’s varsity soc-
cer team’s season ended on Wednes-
day, Nov. 9, after the Hoppers lost to 
Georgetown Visitation at home, by a 
score of 5–0, in the quarterfinals of 
the D.C. State Athletic Association 
tournament. 

The game followed the team’s 
victory in the Independent School 
League (ISL) Division A tourna-
ment and its domination of the divi-
sion during the regular season. Se-
nior Maya Ryu, a captain, said in a 
post-game interview, “It was a bo-
nus game. It was a little sprinkle.”

The game started at 2:30 p.m. 
and, within a minute, Visitation had 
already made an attempt on goal. The 
Visitation goalie did not touch the 
ball until three and a half minutes 
into the game. 

During the first 10 minutes of 
the game, the ball stayed on GDS’ 
side, but soon after, GDS narrowly 
missed a shot. The fan section started 
the game largely low-energy but, as 
the half progressed, the spectators 
became more enlivened.  

Visitation made one more at-
tempt on goal during the first 20 min-
utes but was beaten back by a strong 
GDS defense.

Visitation’s first goal was scored 
14 minutes from half time. Visita-
tion became more physical, fouling 

by dominic bloch-prime

Women’s Soccer Defeated by Visitation 
in D.C. Tournament Quarterfinal

two GDS players, including junior 
Lina Fawaz, who was knocked to the 
ground after colliding with a Visita-
tion player. Fawaz had to be helped 
to her seat by high school athletic 
trainer Veronica Ampey and would 
not play again for the rest of the half. 

Visitation continued to keep the 
ball on GDS’ side of the field for the 
rest of the first half, making seven 
more attempts on the goal, although 
none of them were successful. Soph-
omore Jessica Berger made a slide 
tackle in order to block a shot and 
then moved the ball upfield, taking a 
shot from center field that was barely 
saved by the Visitation goalie. The 
first half ended with a score of 1–0 in 
Georgetown Visitation’s favor. 

The physicality carried over af-
ter halftime, as a Visitation player 
fouled GDS three minutes into the 
second half. Visitation would make 
another attempt on goal before scor-
ing 15 minutes into the second half. 

During the second half, the 
Hoppers made two attempts on Vis-
itation’s goal but were unsuccess-
ful in each of them. Visitation scored 
again 14 minutes from the end, then 
again eight minutes after that, then 
again with two minutes left on the 
clock. In a post-game interview, head 
coach Katie Redmond said, “In the 
last ten minutes, it fell apart.”

By the end of the game, not 

many spectators were left in the 
stands, many having filed out during 
the second half. But freshman Corina 
Bellermann, the team’s goalie, told 
the Bit that she felt the team had an 
advantage playing at home.

In spite of the loss, the wom-
en’s varsity team remained upbeat. 
“This game was the culmination of 
a successful season,” Redmond said. 
“Our goals were to win our division 
and we not only won the division but 
we won the tournament,” she added, 
in reference to the ISL Division A 
tournament.  

Redmond’s sentiment was 
shared by Ryu and seniors Alana 
Goldstock and Anna Khoury. Ryu 
and Khoury seemed to be some-
what relieved by the loss, since a 
win would have meant playing the 
higher-seeded teams in the tour-
nament. “Even if we had won, we 
would have played the top team in 
the city,” Goldstock, a captain, said 
in an interview. 

Since the team won the ISL’s 
lower division, next year it will be 
playing in the AA bracket of the ISL, 
a much more competitive division. 
When asked about the next season, 
Redmond told the Bit, “It’s going to 
be a challenge, but because of our 
returning players and going in there 
with a different set of goals, I think 
we are going to do well.”

“She cares so much 
about it and she is 
very interested in 

getting better,”
Bhargava said.
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On Screen: 
A New Cast Makes The White Lotus’s Unexpected Second Season Work

arts

Welcome back to On Screen, 
The Augur Bit’s television and film 
review column. This time, I’ll be 
talking about the first two episodes 
of the newest season of HBO’s The 
White Lotus.

Written and directed by Mike 
White, the first season of The White 
Lotus takes place entirely in a fic-
tional Hawaiian hotel of the same 
name. It follows three different 
groups of travelers as they inter-
act with each other and the hotel 
staff over one weeklong stay. The 
pilot season was both dramatic and 
comedic, and also commented on 
class politics. While it was origi-
nally billed as a one-season minise-
ries, the show was a hit among au-
diences and critics alike, bringing 
home five Emmy Awards, and HBO 
greenlit a second season, which is 
currently being aired on HBO Max.

Going into the second sea-
son, I was worried: Because The 
White Lotus was created under 
the assumption that it would be a 
one-season show, every storyline 
felt conclusive by the end of the 
six-episode first season. The idea 
of another season seemed more 
like a cash grab than an artistic vi-
sion. So far, though, the new sea-
son appears to be more than just a 
commercial venture for White and 
HBO. Key to the success of season 
two of The White Lotus is the fact 
that it’s an anthology series: Instead 
of going back to Hawaii with the 
same three groups of travelers, this 
season finds a brand new cast—ex-
cept for Jennifer Coolidge’s char-
acter Tanya, and Tanya’s husband, 
who were in season one—at a new 
White Lotus resort in Italy. White 
isn’t awkwardly trying to continue 

finished stories, but rather creating 
new ones.

Thematically, the second sea-
son is also very different from the 
first. Whereas in season one, White 
was interested in exploring class 
politics, in the new season he’s 
much more focused on social dy-
namics, specifically between ro-
mantic couples. 

Season two follows three 
groups of American travelers: 
First is the aforementioned Tanya 
and her now-husband Greg (Jon 
Gries), who appear to be much less 
happy in their relationship than they 
were in season one. Greg is act-
ing distant, constantly criticizing 
Tanya and having hushed conver-
sations on the phone. Of the three 
storylines, Tanya and Greg’s is the 
least interesting in the season’s first 
two episodes; it feels to me like 
Coolidge was brought back because 
of the popularity she garnered in 
season one, not because her char-
acter’s story needed to continue. 

The next group of travelers in-
cludes a pair of married couples: 
newly wealthy Harper (Aubrey 
Plaza) and Ethan (Will Sharpe), 
and Ethan’s college friend Cameron 
(Theo James) and his wife Daphne 
(Meghann Fahy), both born into 
rich families, who invited Harper 
and Ethan on the trip. Harper 
quickly becomes thrown off by the 
seeming lack of problems in Cam-
eron and Daphne’s marriage, and 
she spends most of the trip judg-
ing Cameron and Daphne and com-
paring them to herself and Ethan. 
Plaza’s performance as Harper is 
great—she’s intriguing and sym-
pathetic while also clearly diffi-
cult to deal with for her fellow va-
cationers.

The third group of travelers 
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Jam Oat Bars
by ellie kessler

My friend’s mom has been 
making jam oat bars for years and 
I often go over and take some 
home. Last month, I asked her 
to teach me how to make them 
myself so I could have them 

whenever I wanted. This version 
of the recipe uses more sugar than 
hers because the original bars 
weren’t quite sweet enough for 
me. I also added lemon zest be-
cause I have learned that lemon 
zest makes baked goods so much 
better. I love these bars because 

they are delicious and super easy 
to make, and they use ingredients 
you can find around the house.

Ingredients
• 2 ½ cups all-purpose 

flour
• 2 cups old-fashioned 

includes three generations of men 
in an Italian-American family seek-
ing to connect with their heritage. 
The grandfather, Bert (F. Murray 
Abraham), can’t stop flirting with 
every woman he meets; the father, 
Dominic (Michael Imperioli), has 
a wife who won’t speak to him af-
ter he cheated on her; and the son, 
Albie (Adam DiMarco), is trying to 
break his family’s pattern of men 
who have unhealthy relationships 
with women. At its best, the sto-
ryline is an interesting look at fa-
milial and generational dynam-
ics, but not every scene with this 
group is as gripping as those star-
ring Harper, perhaps because the 
group doesn’t have  a clearly iden-
tifiable main character. The second 
season, for the most part, really 

lives and dies with Plaza’s char-
acter so far. 

White’s writing and directing 
shine throughout the first two epi-
sodes. The dialogue, like in season 
one, is natural and fun, with quick 
conversations that often feel like 
a chess game between characters. 
The power balance between charac-
ters is constantly shifting—Tanya, 
for example, is extremely demand-
ing of her assistant, but once her 
husband joins a scene, she’s on the 
defensive. White’s characters ar-
en’t black and white: They’re good 
sometimes and bad others, mak-
ing for a morally ambiguous cast 
that leaves viewers unsure of who 
to root for. 

The White Lotus is also a mur-
der mystery. In the opening scene of 
season two, Daphne finds multiple 

bodies floating in the ocean at the 
end of the three groups’ trips. Most 
shows that begin with a flash-for-
ward to a dead body become en-
tirely centered around the murder. 
However, The White Lotus is filled 
with so many fascinating, stand-
alone stories that viewers can for-
get that there’s even a mystery. It’s 
an impressive feat.

The first two episodes of The 
White Lotus’s second season are ex-
actly what the show needed in or-
der to continue: They’re new and 
intriguing while maintaining the 
same witty, engaging writing from 
season one. The show isn’t relying 
on the first season’s success—it’s 
continuing to forge a fresh and ex-
citing path.

My rating: 8/10

the augur Bite
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oats
• ½ cups granulated sugar
• ½ cups brown sugar
• 1 ½ tsp kosher salt
• ¾ tsp baking soda
• 15 tbsp butter
• 1 tbsp lemon zest
• 2 cups of your favor-

ite jam

Instructions
1. Heat oven to 350 de-

grees.
2. Line a 12”x14” baking 

pan with parchment pa-
per and apply nonstick 
cooking spray.

3. In a small skillet, heat 
the butter for four to 
six minutes. Be sure to 
stir frequently. Once it’s 
brown and has a nutty 
aroma, take it off the 
heat and let it cool for 
five minutes.

4. In a large bowl, whisk 
the flour, oats, lemon 
zest, salt, both sugars 

and baking soda. Add 
the browned butter and 
thoroughly combine, 
squeezing the mixture 
together.

5. Divide the mixture into 
⅓ and ⅔. Pack the bot-
tom of the pan with the 
⅔ of the mixture. Add 
the jam with about ¼ 
inch coverage, then 
sprinkle the remaining 
crumble on top, spread-
ing evenly across the 
surface.

6. Bake bars for about 
40-45 minutes, rotat-
ing the pan at the half-
way mark until the top 
is golden brown and the 
jam is bubbling around 
the edges.

7. Transfer the pan to a 
wire rack and let the 
bars cool for 10-15 min-
utes before transferring 
to the fridge to chill for 
clean cutting.
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Bit-Doms
by annabel hilzenrath and 

avram shapiro

Fall sports end.
Three girls varsity teams are champions 
and the boys teams… finished strong!

Everybody gains an hour of 
sleep thanks to daylight savings.
Thankfully, with the GDS 
workload, it didn’t feel like it.

Grades compete in volleyball.
Class of ’23 becomes the first senior 
class to lose in GDS’ 77-year history! 
The two of us are identical.

School pauses for parent-
teacher conferences.
It was the blind leading the blind…

The chess tournament begins.
Knowing GDS, we’re expecting a varsity 
volleyball–sized crowd for the final.

Class meetings target every 
grade level for the mess 
in the freshman pit.
Upperclassmen, I thought we agreed 
to stop hanging out there!

Highlighter Elimination 
finally ends.
Did anyone else forget Joseph had 
a face under the ski mask?

Comedy
Chadwick the Cheerio and 

Limited Shrimp Go Job Hunting
by luke fedorchak


