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by sadie foer

Tony Harris, Home From 
Hospital After Shooting, 

Plans April Return to GDS

Three months ago, Tony 
Harris was bedridden, unable 
to walk and doubtful that he 
would ever return to his work 
as a security guard. Now, Har-
ris walks around his Prince 
George’s County neighborhood 
every morning and is deter-
mined to return to the security 
desk at GDS. His goal is to be 
back by April, which will mark 
one year since he was critically 
injured in a shooting while di-
recting traffic outside Edmund 
Burke School.

“If you’d asked me when I 
was in the hospital, you would 
have got the answer, I’m done 
working,” Harris said recently 
in an hourlong interview with 
the Bit at his home. “But I think 
I’m too young to just be sitting 
in the house.”

Harris was discharged from 
George Washington University 
Hospital on June 10, seven 
weeks after arriving, aided 
by a walker and 45 pounds 
lighter than he had been be-
fore the shooting. He said he’s 
been moving without a cane or 
walker for weeks and feels bet-
ter on each daily walk.

The last information stu-
dents received about Harris 
came in an email from Head 
of School Russell Shaw in late 
April, when Harris was in inten-
sive care. Shaw told the Bit that 
administrators have updated 
faculty and staff more recently 
on Harris’ condition .

Shelley Harris, GDS’ all-
school director of security, who 
is not related to Tony, told the 
Bit she visited Harris once this 
summer. “I just felt like he’s 
like a walking miracle,” she 
said. “We’re really looking 
forward to having him back in 

by andrew mikhail

Spanish teacher Eduardo 
Gonzalez retired at the end of 
the 2021–2022 school year af-
ter working at GDS for 29 years.

Throughout his time at the 
school, Gonzalez taught sev-
eral different levels of Span-
ish classes. He also created the 
advanced Spanish literature 
class. He started out as a sub-
stitute teacher for GDS and was 
then offered a full-time teach-
ing position later on. Despite be-
ing offered jobs at other schools 
and universities, he said that he 
chose to work at GDS because 
of the school’s philosophy, the 

diverse environment and the stu-
dents he got to know through his 
time as a substitute.

In an interview with the Bit, 
Gonzalez said that he remained 
at the school for so long because 
of “the freedom that GDS gave 
to me to transform the kids with-
out repression.” Gonzalez said 
he chose to retire “because I 
write and I publish. I think that 
this is the time to pay attention 
to that more deeply and to also 
rest.” He said he writes poetry, 
essays and more, and described 
that what he writes depends on 
“whatever comes to my mind 
that makes sense that I think can 
be helpful.”

During his long tenure at 
GDS, Gonzalez witnessed many 
changes in the community. He 
said he saw GDS’ commitment 
to diversity, equity and inclu-
sion grow, noting how important 
it was to him to be in a diverse 
community like GDS. He also 
appreciated how seriously the 
community took the administra-
tion’s commitment to diversity. 

While teaching students 
about the Spanish language, 
Gonzalez said he believes that it 
is also important to present them 
with information about under-
lying societal issues across the 
world. His teaching goals were 

by callie solomon and 
adele ziemba
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Graduation,
With Jackson,

Bids a Class
Farewell

Continued on Page 2

Ketanji Brown Jackson, 
about three weeks before for-
mally becoming a Supreme 
Court justice, urged mem-
bers of GDS’ class of 2022 to 
chart their own paths through 
life and never to stop learning 
along the way during a gradu-
ation ceremony—replete with 
speeches, music and a march of 
seniors collecting diplomas—
that marked the end of a tumul-
tuous, but ultimately resurgent, 
high school journey.

Jackson and the others who 
took the podium in George 
Washington University’s Lisner 
Auditorium on the afternoon of 
Sunday, June 12, struck chords 
of gratitude, pride and possibil-
ity as the graduates bid farewell 
to GDS in what two speakers 
acknowledged was all but cer-
tainly their last time congregat-
ing as an entire class.

“As you embark on this new 
chapter,” Jackson, the parent 
speaker, told the class of 2022, 
“I hope that you will reflect 
upon your own agency, your 
power to choose a path that is 
consistent with your interests 
and your values. And whatever 
triumphs and tribulations you 
may face in the coming years, 
I hope that you let that auton-
omy of choice, and your ability 
to learn, ultimately embolden 
and empower you.”

April.”
She was running afternoon 

carpool at GDS on April 22 
when she heard about an active 
shooter at Burke. “I tried reach-
ing Tony and I couldn’t, which 
was unusual because there was 
never a time that I could not 
reach him,” she said.

That day, Tony Harris had 
left GDS at 2 p.m. for Burke, 
where he directed traffic on a 
few afternoons each week in 
addition to his full-time job at 
GDS. “Carpool was just about 
to begin,” he said, when the 
shooter, 23-year-old Raymond 
Spencer, opened fire from a 
nearby apartment. “Lucky it had 
not begun, because he would 
have been able to pluck off as 
many people as he wanted.”

Harris heard shots ring 
out but couldn’t tell where 
they were coming from. As 
he was directing the few stu-
dents around him to go back in-
side and looking to take cover, 
he was shot in the back. His 
wounds were by far the most 
serious of the four people who 
were shot and included damage 
to his jaw from falling to the 
ground, he said.

He remembers remaining 
conscious as the Metropoli-
tan Police Department (MPD) 
SWAT team arrived and lifted 
him into an ambulance on Con-
necticut Avenue. “They put the 
little oxygen cap over my face, 
and I don’t remember anything 
after that,” Harris said. “All I 
remember is waking up on April 
27, five days later.” 

He awoke from his coma 
in the intensive care unit to the 
news that police had found the 
shooter dead from a self-in-
flicted gunshot wound. After 

Spanish Teacher of Nearly Three 
Decades Retires, With a Warm Goodbye

Tony Harris at home. Photo by Olivia Brown.

by ethan wolin

Photo by Jason Putsché Photography, courtesy of GDS.

Graduates line up for procession. Photo by Olivia Brown. 
Photo essay about the day of the ceremony, pages 4 and 5.
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Before the ceremony be-
gan, the audience stood and ap-
plauded as the graduates, clad 
in green caps and gowns, made 
their way to their seats on the 
stage.

Head of School Russell 
Shaw opened by praising the 
class of 2022 and sharing the 
story of his failure to land any 
job interviews at a recruitment 
fair for teachers he attended in 
California at the start of his ca-
reer in education. “Graduates, 
you will fail,” Shaw said. “You 
will try something hard and it 
won’t work out.

“One thing I hope you’re 
each taking with you from 
GDS,” he continued, “is resil-
ience and the ability to take the 
long view.” As he customarily 
does, Shaw then read a selec-
tion of quotes he had solicited 
from then-seniors about what 
else they gained at GDS—the 
confidence for self-advocacy, 
comfort asking questions and 
love for democracy among the 
responses.

The logistics of the cere-
mony, the first GDS graduation 
in the Lisner Auditorium since 
2019, differed from past ones as 
a result of both Jackson’s pres-
ence and GW’s COVID-19 pol-
icies. Attendees had their bags 
checked by security guards and 
needed tickets to enter. Once 
inside, they were required to 
wear masks, per the universi-
ty’s rules.

Jackson’s speech was 
among her first times, if not her 
first time, addressing a large au-
dience since an event outside 
the White House the day af-
ter the Senate confirmed her in 
April, following a fraught pro-
cess during which GDS faced 
attacks from Republican sen-
ators. But at graduation, Jack-
son, who was sworn in on June 
30, made clear that she spoke 

only in her role as a parent and 
steered clear of any direct men-
tion of that controversy.

“After recent events involv-
ing me and my family that some 
of you may have heard about,” 
Jackson said, she was unsure 
whether she still wanted to de-
liver the parent address. “But I 
ultimately focused on the up-
side: Here was a chance for me 
to give advice to my teenager, 
and she’d have to look up from 
her cellphone.”

One part of the guidance 
Jackson offered the class of 
2022 involved the Choose Your 
Own Adventure series, whose 
children’s books direct readers 
to different plotlines based on 
their decisions. She called on 
the graduates to each heed their 
“inner voice” and pursue what 
inspires them rather than con-
forming to others’ preferences.

Katie Gibson, the princi-
pal at the time, was the sec-
ond to speak, after Shaw, and 
noted that she, too, was say-
ing goodbye to GDS, after five 
years at the helm of the high 
school. She encouraged gradu-
ates to see the positives in the 
pandemic that upended school 
life in the spring of their soph-
omore year, mentioning the per-
severance they gained from the 
experience.

“Goodbyes are hard,” Gib-
son said. “Let’s reframe this 
goodbye, not as an ending, but 
as the beginning of a grand ad-
venture.”

English teacher Julia 

Jackson Tells Class of 2022 to Follow Passions and Keep Learning

Recovering at Home, Harris Recounts Shooting and Its Aftermath
from hospital staff. He also 
said he was guarded by a po-
lice detail for about a week.

The day after the shoot-
ing, Shaw announced in an 
email to the community that 
Harris had been shot, had had 
surgery the night before and 
was in stable condition. Three 
days later, Shaw wrote that 
Harris’ condition remained 
stable and that students could 
write cards or emails to him 
to express support.

A GoFundMe campaign 
that began on May 4 raised 
over $40,000 for Harris’s fam-
ily. The text at the top of the 
fundraiser’s page describes 
Harris as “loved by family, his 
colleagues, and members of 
the communities in which he 
serves.” Below that are dozens 
of warm messages from do-
nors, many of whom are GDS 

three weeks, Harris said, he 
was moved to a regular hospital 
room. “Although they do every-
thing they can to make you feel 
better, it can be very depressing 
in a hospital,” he said. “Every-
body says the same thing when 
they leave your room: ‘Try to 
get some rest.’ Can’t get no rest. 
Soon as I try, somebody else is 
coming through that door.” 

And no matter how tired, 
hungry or sick he felt, Harris 
said, he never wavered from his 
physical therapy regimen.

Brian Holt, a security guard 
at GW Hospital, told the Bit that 
trauma patients who are part of 
an active police investigation 
are checked in under aliases. 
Harris said his was “Trauma 
Iowa,” and he used it, for ex-
ample, when requesting meals 

Continued from Page 1
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Fisher, whom the class of 2022 
chose as the faculty speaker, 
was next. She urged the grad-
uates to “choose delight,” not 
merely resume-building, and 
keep hold of their aspirations 
and unfulfilled fancies. (Fisher 
is the Bit’s faculty advisor.)

“Our dreams are what make 
us who we are, perhaps more 
than our experiences,” Fisher 
said, in a speech that turned to 
the writing of Virginia Woolf 
and Samuel Taylor Coleridge.

Maddie Feldman, one of the 
two student speakers elected 
by her classmates, focused her 
speech on “the importance of 
showing up,” as she put it. She 
called the members of her class, 
the last to experience a full 
prepandemic year in the GDS 
high school, the “de facto safe-
guards of school tradition,” but 
also emphasized the need to ad-
vocate social change and let tra-
ditions evolve over time.

Miles Huh, the second se-
nior speaker, discussed the 

support from the GDS commu-
nity that he relied on through-
out high school. “Despite the 
many unimaginable crises hap-
pening in the world around us,” 
Huh said, “when I think about 
what GDS has meant to me, the 
feeling I have is one of safety.”

Graduates were each able to 
distribute ten tickets, and each 
school employee was given one, 
according to Alison Grasheim, 
the communications director. 
Graduates who wanted more 
than ten tickets were added 
to a waitlist. Every person on 
the waitlist was given a ticket, 
Joyce DePass, the director of 
community relations, who orga-
nized the event’s logistics, told 
the Bit on June 8.

Grasheim said in an inter-
view that the ticketing system 
was special to this year, given 
the high-profile speaker, and 
does not anticipate it will re-
main in place in the future.

The ceremony featured 
two musical interludes with 

members of the class of 2022: 
a performance by a group of 
singers and, later, back-to-back 
songs by three jazz bands. The 
uproarious applause for the 
last band merged into cheers 
for Jackson as she ascended to 
the stage.

Near the start of her speech, 
Jackson praised the “Herculean 
undertaking that the GDS ad-
ministration, faculty and staff 
undertook to make this past 
year of in-person classes and 
programming possible, and to 
get us to this point, to an in-per-
son graduation.”

Jackson also noted the story 
of the school’s founding, as she 
had when asked about GDS 
during her Senate confirmation 
hearings, and lauded its mission 
of promoting equality and jus-
tice. “Class of 2022,” Jackson 
said, “you are a part of that leg-
acy.”

This article was originally pub-
lished online in June.

parents or employees.
On Aug. 5, Shaw spent an 

hour at Harris’s home, catching 
up with him in person for the 
first time since the shooting. 
“There was a funny moment in 
the visit where he shared that 
there’s essentially a waiting list 
of people who want to come 
and visit him,” Shaw said in 
an interview. “I sort of apolo-
gized—I didn’t want to jump 
the line, and I was grateful.”

Before becoming a se-
curity guard, Harris spent 26 
years in the MPD. According to 
Shaw, Harris worked with inde-
pendent schools as a police of-
ficer, and he has played a major 
part in recruiting current and 
former officers to work secu-
rity and help with traffic man-
agement at GDS.

“Tony is an indispensable 
member of our unit,” Nick 

Prout, the high school director 
of security, said in an interview. 
“He’ll always have a spot here.”

Harris doesn’t plan on re-
turning to Burke, or to provid-
ing security at local synagogues 
or other schools besides GDS, 
which he used to do. After a ca-
reer of fitting in extra jobs, al-
ways looking to stay busy, Har-
ris said he wants to “just sit 
back there with Nick (for how-
ever much longer he plans on 
being there).”

Harris said his doctors 
gave him an estimated recov-
ery time of six months to a 
year, putting him on track to 
return to GDS in the spring.

Before then, Harris said, 
he’s been asked to return to 
GW Hospital in November as 
the guest of honor at a yearly 
ceremony the hospital holds 
for its most critically injured 
trauma patients.

“I didn’t know how to 
feel about that the first time 
they brought it up,” he said. 
“It ain’t nothing that some-
body strives for.” When Har-
ris considered what he might 
say at the ceremony, tears 
came to his eyes. “All I know 
is it gives you a chance to tell 
your story—that’s gonna mean 
something to somebody,” 
he added. “I don’t need the 
plaque.”

“Tony is an 
indispensable 

member of our unit,”  
Prout said. “He'll 

always have a spot 
here.” 

Julia Fisher addresses the class of 2022 and graduation attendees. 
Photo by Jason Putsché Photography, courtesy of GDS.

“Goodbyes are hard,” 
Gibson said. “Let’s 

reframe this goodbye, 
not as an ending, but 
as the beginning of a 

grand adventure.” 



The Augur Bit 3August 2022

“I really want to make 
sure that the students 

feel welcomed,” 
Oliver said.

Features
to help students love literature, 
teach them about the importance 
of cultural awareness and give 
them tools to help create a more 
inclusive society.

Lily Meyer '09 was in Gon-
zalez’s class during her sopho-
more and senior years. She said 
that Gonzalez “really made a 
point of teaching us about poets, 
especially from under-taught 

countries.”
All four of Gonzalez’s for-

mer students interviewed by the 
Bit described him as a friendly 
person and believed that his per-
sonality positively impacted 
their experiences in his class. 

“He told a bunch of really 
random stories throughout the 
year that were just so fun to lis-
ten to—just his own life story,” 
sophomore Sora Walker, who 
was in Gonzalez’s class during 

the 2021–2022 academic year, 
said.  

Meyer described a simi-
lar experience, explaining that 
Gonzalez “was always telling 
us stories from his own life. He 
was always making jokes at his 
own expense and teasing us, and 
that combination created a really 
warm atmosphere.”

Noah Abramson '21, who 
took Gonzalez’s class during his 
junior year, said that Gonzalez 

Gonzalez Brought Personality and Perspective to Spanish Classes
“was always a very funny per-
son, very lighthearted and a very 
good teacher, too.”

Each of his former stu-
dents interviewed recognized 
Gonzalez’s efforts to be kind 
to students, even outside of the 
classroom. “I think one of my 
favorite things about Eduardo 
is that, even outside of class, he 
would go out of his way to be 
kind to you,” Abramson said. “If 
he saw you in the hallway,  he 
would stop and say hi and just 
take a minute out of his day to 
talk to you.”

Gonzalez said he has re-
ceived several emails and cards 
from former students express-
ing gratitude for him and tell-
ing him about their accomplish-
ments. He mentioned receiving 
these emails from his students 
was something that made him 
feel very proud as a teacher. 

He remembers when one of 
his former students wrote in an 
email to him about when Gon-
zalez used to bring jugo de gua-
nabana (soursop juice) to class 
when she and her classmates 
were feeling sad. She told him 
that she was doing the same 
thing now with her students in 
Italy. 

Outside of teaching, Gon-
zalez enjoys gardening, bird-
watching, hiking, collecting 
stones writing and publish-
ing poetry, essays and other 
forms of literature, as well as 
talking with friends and fam-
ily in Puerto Rico.

The teachers who retired 
at the end of last school year 
were announced at the end-
of-school assembly on June 1. 
When Gonzalez’s name was 
called, the people in the room 
stood up and cheered to give 
him a standing ovation. Gon-
zalez said that he will miss his 
students because “they make 
me feel better and be a better 
human being.”

Continued from Page 1

“I think one of my 
favorite things 

about Eduardo is 
that, even outside 
of class, he would 
go out of his way 

to be kind to you,” 
Abramson said.

Anike Oliver Steps in as Freshman Dean After Abe Pachikara Moves
by caroline garland

Abe Pachikara, a his-
tory teacher, seminar teacher 
and grade dean for the ninth 
grade, left GDS after eight 
years to become the Associ-
ate Head of Upper School at 
the Mount Vernon School in 
Atlanta. Math teacher Anike 
Oliver has taken over Pachi-
kara’s former position as ninth 
grade dean. She found out she 
got the job in May. 

“I’m a little bit anxious, 
but that’s because I just want 
to make sure that I do a re-
ally good job,” Oliver said, but 
added that she is also “really 
excited” about having the po-
sition. 

Since assuming her role 
as dean, Oliver had a leading 
role in preparing the fresh-
men’s Bridge Week, orienta-
tion and overnight. “This is the 
first time that I’ve had to co-
ordinate an event of this mag-
nitude,” she said of Bridge 
Week. “I really want to make 
sure that the students feel wel-
comed and are excited and 
they have a really good time.”

Oliver added that her hope 
is to be a welcoming figure for 
the class of 2026. “My goals 
for this incoming class are 
simple,” she said. “I want them 
to feel welcomed to the high 
school, I want them to have a 
sense of belonging and I want 
them to be excited to be mem-
bers of the Georgetown Day 
School community.”

Oliver also said she be-
lieves the ease of her transition 
into the job was largely due to 
Pachikara’s organization. “He 

left a very extensive frame-
work for what this position en-
tails,” she said. “So walking 
into the new role, I already had 
a roadmap of what to expect.” 
She added that she will still 
be learning to find her footing 
throughout the year, but that 
support from the “dean team” 
will make it easier.

Pachikara said in an inter-
view in May that he had long 
thought about taking on a more 
administrative position and be-
gan to explore opportunities 
last school year. He said that 
deciding to take the new job 
was a difficult choice for mul-
tiple reasons, one being that 
he was raised in the D.C. area. 
“Not only am I going to a new 
school,” he said in an inter-
view with the Bit, “I’m leav-
ing home.” 

Additionally, Pachikara 
said that it was hard to leave 
GDS since he feels the school 
has “been really instrumental” 
in developing him as an edu-
cator and a human being. “It’s 
hard to leave a place that’s 
helped me grow so much,” he 
said.

Pachikara specifically 
cited the autonomy given to 
teachers and the flexibility of 
administrators as reasons he 
loved teaching at GDS. He said 
that other schools he worked 
at prior to GDS had not given 
teachers as much freedom. He 
added that he appreciates GDS’ 
students, faculty “and also the 
free food in the cafeteria.”

Though Pachikara said he 
was sad to move on, he said 
that there is one GDS tradition 
he is not sorry to be leaving. 

“I won’t miss chaperoning the 
ninth grade lock-in,” he said 
jokingly. “It’s not because of 
the kids; it’s just that it’s kind 
of scary to be in a place over-
night with a bunch of kids.”

History teacher Sue Iken-
berry said she found out about 
Pachikara’s new job when 
he told her himself, which 
was relatively soon after he 
made the decision to leave. 
Ikenberry said that she knew 
Pachikara before he worked at 
GDS, when he worked at Ana-
costia High School, through 

their work with their schools’ 
respective Quiz Bowl teams. 
Ikenberry added that she told 
him about the job opening for 
his initial position at GDS, and 
since then, the two have had a 
very close relationship. “There 
was a long time there when he 
used to call me mom and I used 
to call him son,” she joked. “I 
think the world of him.”

“If it wasn’t for Sue, I 
wouldn’t be here,” Pachikara 
said. “I would have not even 
known about this fairyland 
world known as GDS.”

Former High School Princi-
pal Katie Gibson said in an in-
terview in the spring that what 
she will miss most about Pachi-
kara is his “way of engaging the 
students.” She mentioned Pachi-
kara “getting everybody hyped” 
in assemblies with his emceeing 

and a bullhorn, and said that 
his general excitement is “a 
particular Abe trait that I will 
miss.” 

Sophomores Kwaw Po-
bee and Eli Zucker, two of 
Pachikara’s former history 
students, both said they 
thought highly of him. Po-
bee described his class as 
very engaging. “It’s not just 
him talking at us the whole 
time,” Pobee said.

Pachikara reflected on 
how he felt about GDS when 
he started. “When I came 
here, the amount of people 
who were so smart and so 
thoughtful intimidated me, 
and I was like, ‘I don’t think 
I can cut it,’” he said. “But 
those people were also will-
ing to teach me. I just feel 
like I’ve learned so much.”

Photo by Olivia Brown.

Gonzalez received a standing ovation at the end-of-year assembly. Photo by Olivia Brown.
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Photo
A Succession of Events, and a Confluence of People, at 2022 Graduation

photos by olivia brown      text by ethan wolin

Although the graduates’ high school experiences took 
place mostly at 4200 Davenport Street—and, for a 
time, in their homes—it was in George Washington 
University’s Lisner Auditorium, on Sunday, June 

12, that their GDS careers came to a close.

Graduates and teachers gathered in an area beneath 
the entrance hall as other attendees waited outside. 
Then-senior Ben Finkelstein, in an interview there, 

said the moment was bittersweet. “It hit me in the car 
on my way here,” he said. “I got a little sad. I was just 

thinking about how high school went by so fast.”

Meanwhile, upstairs, when doors opened at 1:30 
p.m., families and other guests passed through a 
bag check and had their tickets scanned before 

taking their seats. Those security measures 
were put in place because of the parent speaker, 

Justice-designate Ketanji Brown Jackson.

Attendees could choose their own seats in the 
1500-seat Lisner Auditorium, though many 

near the front were reserved for faculty.

The graduates walked to the front of 
the Gelman Library, less than a block 

away, to pose for their class photo, then 
returned to line up for the procession.

Graduates filed into the auditorium, marched 
down the aisle and walked to their seats in 
lines on either side of the stage. A band of 
juniors played “Pomp and Circumstance.”
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Photo
A Succession of Events, and a Confluence of People, at 2022 Graduation

photos by olivia brown      text by ethan wolin

Science Department Chair Nina Butler-Roberts 
described the mood among faculty as excited. “This 
is what we all work for,” she said. “Everything we 

do is about getting the kids to the finish line.”

Bobby Asher, a longtime teacher and the director 
of student life and wellness, told the Bit, “There 

is an element of joy here that is palpable.”

Some GDS lower/middle school teachers took 
advantage of the ticket to which they were entitled, 

even though some would not normally attend 
high school graduation. Fourth-grade teacher 

Julia Tomasko ’05, who recalled her own GDS 
graduation in the same venue, told the Bit as she 

entered that she came “to hear Ketanji Brown 
Jackson speak and to be in the same room as her.”

Photography was not permitted during 
the ceremony, which featured speeches, 

musical performances and the handing out of 
diplomas. Afterwards, graduates and audience 

members poured out of the building.

The school hosted a reception on the adjacent 
Kogan Plaza, where graduates took photos, ate 

food and talked with friends and family.

GDS students, join the Bit for 
journalism boot camp, happening 
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. on Aug. 30 
to Sept. 2! Open to everyone, and 
mandatory for anyone who will 

be on the staff in the fall. Register 
at gds.campbrainregistration.gds.campbrainregistration.
comcom on the page for summer 

studies programs!
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editorial
Where the Bit Wants to Go With GDS

The Augur Bit’s most ba-
sic commitment is never to let 
up in covering school news, 
amplifying reasoned opinions 
and pursuing untold stories. 
We strive always for the accu-
racy and fairness of the con-
tent we publish to speak for 
themselves and to win read-
ers’ appreciation.

Yet we see a community 
and an administration some-
times ill at ease with how stu-
dent journalism here plays 
out. That strikes us as not so 
much a cause for alarm as a 
chance for the Bit to forge a 
new and better relationship 
with the community it serves, 
one grounded in an embrace 
of journalism’s purpose.

At its best, a newspaper 
afflicts the comfortable, as the 
old aphorism goes; it gives 
voice to viewpoints that chal-
lenge the majority; it broaches 
delicate topics unflinchingly 
but thoughtfully. And it works 
independently, in its readers’ 
interests, to report what hap-
pens in a community—with-
out fear or favor, to borrow 
from another saying (journal-
ism has many).

In that vein, the Bit’s ed-
itors spent last school year 
asking GDS administra-
tors a question: Would they 
agree to guarantee that the 

newspaper’s student editors 
would always control what it 
publishes?

In a meeting shortly be-
fore school let out for sum-
mer break, they answered: 
No, they would not. It was, 
to say the least, a discour-
aging response after a long, 
mostly private campaign. For 
the same reasons we laid out 
in an editorial marking Stu-
dent Press Freedom Day in 
February, we continue to be-
lieve that formalized editorial 
independence for the Bit—es-
sentially the protections af-
forded by law in 15 states’ 
public schools—would be a 
boon to the entire community 
and a powerful signal of ad-
ministrative support.

But now, we enter the new 
school year with the broader 
goal of creating the best con-
ditions possible for student 
journalism to thrive at GDS. 
Judging by their goodwill 
during that meeting in May, 
we are optimistic that admin-
istrators will join us in that 
effort, and we hope all com-
munity members will invest 
in its success. Here’s what we 
propose:

First, all students, not 
just Bit staffers, should learn 
about journalism’s cru-
cial role in society. Students 

frequently rely on news arti-
cles in class; now they should 
learn how the product is made. 
More courses should incorpo-
rate education about freedom 
of the press, the history and 
modern-day ethics of journal-
ism and how to discern trust-
worthy media outlets.

An annual assembly would 
be another way for the com-
munity as a whole to consider 
how and why the fourth estate 
goes after the truth, in ways 
mundane and world-shaking. 
Last year’s Benjamin Coo-
per Memorial Lecture with 
the New York Times reporter 
Jodi Kantor, who co-wrote the 
newspaper’s 2017 exposé of 
Harvey Weinstein’s history of 
sexual assault, gave a taste not 
just of the impact of journal-
ism but of the impact an as-
sembly can have in promoting 
it. A school better versed in 
professional journalists’ work 
would be one better disposed 
to the Bit’s.

Second, we believe 
deeply that the Bit’s staff 
must better represent the ra-
cial diversity of the student 
body. A staff lacking in di-
versity is at risk of overlook-
ing certain stories or failing 
to carry weight among poten-
tial readers. More important, 
it is imperative for all GDS 

students to feel that they are 
welcome to partake in the 
wonderful learning experi-
ence that student journalism 
can offer.

Writers of color on the 
Bit have grown in number 
in recent years, with the cre-
ation in 2021 of a well-de-
fined staff that regularly ac-
cepts new members. But we 
are very alert to the Bit’s need 
for greater diversity, and espe-
cially for more Black staffers. 
Editors have met with affinity 
group leaders and members of 
GDS’ diversity, equity and in-
clusion office. We are eager 
for ideas and cooperation to 
make further progress.

Third, GDS’ leadership 
should help move the Bit 
towards a higher degree of 
protected autonomy, even 
short of total freedom from 
censorship. Administrators 
should formalize their long-
standing, undisputed custom 
of not asking to review any 
Bit content before it is pub-
lished, to guard against back-
sliding by future school lead-
ers. They should also establish 
a permanent policy protecting 
Bit reporters’ right to contact 
sources and ask questions—
and community members’ 
right to speak on the record 
with Bit reporters.

At the same time, as part 
of the same initiative of cre-
ating the student media en-
vironment the GDS commu-
nity deserves, the Bit will 
work to boost confidence in 
its award-winning and in-
creasingly extensive prod-
uct. We have established for 
the first time an Alumni Advi-
sory Board, whose members, 
all professional journalists, 
will help counsel the editors 
in hard situations. 

We will redouble our ded-
ication to transparency, an-
other journalistic tenet. We 
invite all readers to ask any 
questions about how the news-
paper works, offer feedback or 
ask to meet with us. And we 
pledge to make the Bit’s inter-
nal rules and procedures pub-
lic by year’s end.

The paper will continue 
to fulfill its fundamentally 
independent role of report-
ing on, and stimulating dis-
course about, the high school 
community, no matter how 
that task is viewed. But what 
we ultimately envision, with 
the changes we propose here 
made, is a school culture in 
which people broadly value 
the Bit, even though its proper 
functioning may make them 
uncomfortable—or, wiser 
still, because of that.

Digital illustration by Nava Mach.
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What I Wish I Knew About Politics at GDS as a Freshman

Prior to coming to GDS, 
my older brother warned me of 
the extremely politicized envi-
ronment that characterized the 
school. He told me that every-
one in the community advocated 
solely leftist viewpoints and that 
it would be hard to openly ex-
press political or social views 
that were more nuanced or didn’t 
perfectly fit the liberal politics 
students and teachers defend. 

As someone who grew up 
in a household with parents who 
had differing political stances, 
one identifying as a Democrat 
and the other as a conservative, 
I was exposed to different beliefs 
at a young age. I was taught that, 
in politics, there isn’t always a 
right and wrong, and by affili-
ating with one party, you don’t 
necessarily have to agree with 
every viewpoint that the ma-
jority of people in a party sup-
ports or denounces. Most of all, I 
learned to treat people who think 
differently from me with respect. 
When my brother disagreed with 
me about abortion rights—I am 
pro-choice and he’s not—I was 
able to at least hear him out and 
respectfully state my perspec-
tive rather than simply deeming 
him wrong. 

It didn’t take me long to un-
derstand what my brother was 
talking about. Within my first 
week of freshman year, the po-
litically charged nature of GDS 
became overwhelming. The stu-
dents’ conversations in the Fo-
rum often revolved around pol-
itics. 

Around the time of the Janu-
ary 6 riot, I overheard conversa-
tions calling all Republicans, not 

just people at the insurrection, 
racist and violent people. And 
conversations like these were 
often shutting down non-liberal 
political views, characterizing 
Republicans as racist or misog-
ynistic. As one of my first im-
pressions of GDS, this was wor-
risome. I have family members 
who are Republican and would 
find comments like these to be 
offensive and spreading misin-
formation. The concerning part 
of it all was that the administra-
tion never spread a message that 
its students should be tolerant of 
the views of others. In fact, in 
some ways, I feel GDS enables 
this biased behavior. 

Not only was the student 
culture biased against Republi-
cans, but several teachers even 
turned classrooms into polit-
ical podiums. In my fresh-
man year math class, when we 
talked about taxes, the conver-
sation was shifted by the people 
in the room to sly remarks judg-
ing a certain political figure who 
was Republican or to degrading 
those who believed in what they 
deemed Republican ideologies, 
like lower taxes. Students threw 
around insults, saying that any-
one who believed in lower taxes 
must be over privileged and in-
sensitive.

Although I didn’t necessar-
ily agree with the right-wing pol-
itics that the community mem-
bers shunned, I still found value 
in hearing arguments and eval-
uating where I stood with an 
open mind. It was difficult to 
adjust to GDS in this way be-
cause I was raised to have views 
that were layered and nuanced—
views that considered multiple 

perspectives—and I am grateful 
to have been given the opportu-
nity to become opinionated while 
maintaining respect and toler-
ance for people that disagreed 
with me. What I noticed in my 
freshman year is that students are 
rarely even given the opportunity 
to learn about right-wing poli-
tics because, at GDS, Republi-
can opinions have become com-
pletely disregarded.  

There are certain things that 
I wish I had known coming into 
GDS as a freshman. Here are a 
few of them: 

I wish I had not been so in-
clined to throw away some of my 
political views just because they 
didn’t perfectly align with what 
the majority of the school be-
lieved. I don't believe that when 
I'm an adult I should be paying 
over 50 percent of my income in 
taxes, but when the issue came 
up in my math class, I was too 
afraid to speak up. When you 
give up beliefs to blend in, you 
become invisible. Having differ-
ing viewpoints is beneficial to 
the school, students and teach-
ers alike. It prepares students for 
when they emerge into the out-
side world, where a diverse ar-
ray of beliefs are not only held, 
but expressed freely. Listen-
ing will help you build a politi-
cal framework to educate others 
about why you believe what you 
believe; you never know whose 
minds you might change. 

I also wish I hadn’t been so 
silent. I wish I had asked ques-
tions regarding why people 
at school formed negative no-
tions about right-leaning people 
and how those notions could be 
changed. Silence is compliance, 

by antonia brooks

Starting High School Is a Big Deal, So Here Are Some Tips

Starting high school is start-
ing a new chapter in your life. 
You meet new people, find new 
interests and grow as a person 
with newfound independence. As 
freshmen, you’re probably feel-
ing a wide range of emotions. 
Maybe you’re worried about 
how you’re going to do in math 
this year, or whether you’re go-
ing to find a group of friends, or 
if you’re going to make a var-
sity team. Upperclassmen have 
been through all that, and we’re 
here to help.

The summer going into my 
freshman year, I moved to D.C. 
from halfway across the coun-
try. In all honesty, it was a tough 
year. I was adjusting to a new en-
vironment, new people and a high 
school course load. It wasn’t ex-
actly High School Musical for me 
(nor is it for most people). But 
I soon found my place at GDS. 

Maybe you're new to GDS 
this year, maybe you’ve been 
here since middle school or 
maybe you’ve been here your en-
tire life. Regardless, high school 
is a transformational time for ev-
eryone. So here are some tips 
to get you started on your high 

school journey. 

1. Branch Out Socially
For those of you who came 

to GDS before high school, you 
will see a lot of new faces in 
your grade this year. It’s espe-
cially important to make new stu-
dents feel welcome, and it makes 
grade-wide events more fun when 
everyone is bonding. My first 
years at GDS were dominated 
by virtual school, which made 
it harder to meet people. So you 
should take advantage of in-per-
son school to meet as many new 
people as possible.

Those of you who are new 
this year will see even more new 
faces. Entering a new environ-
ment will seem daunting at first, 
but just know that everyone is in 
the same boat. 

2. Explore Your Interests and 
Look for New Ones

It's always easy to join a club 
your friends are interested in. But 
don’t restrict yourself. GDS of-
fers students a variety of oppor-
tunities to explore their interests 
and find new ones, and freshman 
year is the time to try as many as 
possible. The club fair is a great 
way to find groups you may be 

and when you don’t speak up 
about something that could 
be damaging to the commu-
nity, you are essentially agree-
ing with what is being said. Do 
not be afraid to be different, be-
cause, honestly, some diversity in 
thought is something GDS could 
use since it would expand the un-
derstanding of politics for both 
students and teachers.

Being tolerant in politics 
does not mean tolerating rac-
ism, misogyny, homophobia or 
other beliefs that degrade differ-
ence within human beings. Be-
ing a Republican doesn’t auto-
matically make you racist, and 
being a liberal doesn’t automat-
ically make you an advocate for 
human rights. 

Politics at GDS are great if 
you agree with every viewpoint 
people in the community en-
dorse. But more likely than not, 
you will disagree with a thing or 
two that people say in the Fo-
rum or in class. It is possible, 
and best, to keep an open mind 
to new ideas, but also to defend 
your views, even if they seem 
unpopular.

interested in joining without mak-
ing serious commitments. As a 
freshman I signed up for at least 
ten clubs, then ended up stick-
ing with four that I grew really 
passionate about. Joining clubs 
will allow you to make connec-
tions, integrate yourself into the 
community and learn from oth-
ers. Affinity groups offer the addi-
tional benefit of connecting with 
your identity and with others who 
share a similar background. That 
familiarity in an otherwise unfa-
miliar space can ease the transi-
tion into high school. 

3. Speak Up and Make Change
After three years at GDS, I 

can tell you that students value 
each other’s voices and opinions, 
and they are unafraid to speak out 
about problems in and outside our 
community. Many adults at GDS 
do as well: The office of commu-
nity engagement and experiential 
learning is a great place to go to 
start school-wide initiatives to en-
act change. Another place to go to 
advocate for people in our school 
is the office of diversity, equity 
and inclusion (DEI). The DEI of-
fice works to make sure that GDS 
is fostering a safe and inclusive 
environment. Remember that 

these offices are always there to 
support you. 

When I was at GDS recently 
for a college essay workshop, I 
saw new 9th grade students at the 
Summer Bridge Program. Seeing 
them made me think back to the 
nervousness that I felt as a fresh-
man, and seeing friends that I met 
at Bridge leading this year’s pro-
gram made me think about how 
close our grade has become and 
how much we’ve grown as indi-
viduals, together. 

High schoolers often feel 
most secure staying with the same 
group of friends. As important as 

it is to have people you can rely 
on, it’s also important to lean into 
uncertainty so you can learn to 
be an individual. These next four 
years of your life will be what 
you make of them. Take every 
opportunity that comes your way 
and make the most of your time 
as a hopper. (And yes, you will 
learn to love our mascot.) 

Side note: Don’t worry about 
college––there's plenty of time 
for that. 

If you ever need advice or 
want someone to talk to, please 
feel free to reach out to me: 
mreddy23@gds.org.

Digital illustration by Nava Mach.

by malvika reddy

Flags in the forum. Photo by Olivia Brown.

Dear 
Freshmen…
Entering high school 
can be daunting. For 
some, it’s an entirely 
new community; 
for all freshmen, it’s 
a major transition 
to an unfamiliar 
experience. Three 
Bit Opinions 
writers—seniors 
Malvika Reddy and 
Antonia Brooks and 
sophomore Aymaan 
Enayetullah—are 
here to help, with 
articles offering 
advice to the high 
school student 
body’s newest 
members.
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GDS Newcomers, I Was There

by aymaan enayetullah

Dear new freshmen,
Welcome to the GDS com-

munity! As someone who was 
new in 9th grade, I know that 
coming from another school to 
a place with hundreds of new 
faces can be intimidating. You 
may feel nervous, excited or 
both—feelings all new fresh-
men have experienced during 
their first months. Don’t ex-
pect your year to be perfect; it 
will take time to become accli-
mated. Everyone’s experience is 
different, but hopefully reading 

through my reflections of ninth 
grade will help you better navi-
gate this year at GDS.

GDS’ Summer Bridge Pro-
gram and freshman orientation 
aren’t the only times you will 
make friends. During Bridge 
week, I found a sizable friend 
group of new freshmen, all of 
us excited to have a fresh start 
in a different environment to-
gether. We would hang out all the 
time in the weeks before school, 
wondering what the ninth grad-
ers from the GDS middle school 
were like. At the time, I thought 
that those friends would be my 

closest throughout high school. 
But as the school year com-
menced, they began to break 
off into smaller friend groups 
with other students due to dif-
fering schedules and interests. 
It’s natural for that to happen—
high school at GDS offers such a 
diverse range of opportunities to 
explore your passions that it can 
lead people down different paths. 

I had a difficult time mak-
ing friends in my first semester. I 
was friendly to everyone, saying 
hi in the hallways and talking to 
others about classes and home-
work, but I didn’t really make 
any deep connections. At times 
I wanted to go back to middle 
school—back to my old friends 
who provided comfort and fa-
miliarity. 

When I joined the fall pro-
duction of Marie Antoinette, I 
got to know many cast mem-
bers outside of my grade. I 
didn’t really think at first that it 
was possible to become friends 
with people who were older, but 
tech week proved me wrong. I 
learned a lot about my older cast-
mates, beginning with conversa-
tions about our favorite charac-
ters in books and TV shows, and 

grew close to many of them. I 
began to see them in other set-
tings such as clubs, a cappella 
rehearsals and affinity groups. 
Soon enough, a large chunk of 
my friends at GDS turned out to 
be sophomores! Don’t be afraid 
to branch out to people in other 
grades—inter-grade friendships 
are very common at GDS. 

I found myself making 
friends a lot more easily in the 
second semester. My ninth grade 
history class allowed me to make 
friends with people who I hadn’t 
necessarily thought would have a 
lot in common with me. Thank-
fully, GDS is unlike the stereo-
typical high school with closed-
off cliques; most everyone is 
sociable and willing to learn 
more about you. Having conver-
sations with people with differ-
ent interests may lead to lasting 
friendships, like it did for me. 

Before coming to GDS, I 
didn’t fully anticipate the level 
of academic rigor. In middle 
school, I had at most twenty min-
utes of homework per night. And 
with COVID moving much of 
my time in school online, the 
workload was often even less. I 
missed out on learning import-
ant time management skills and, 

unfortunately, suffered my first 
semester here as a result. 

I still remember the week 
of my Romeo and Juliet test. I 
wasted time cramming unneces-
sary information and worriedly 
rereading the whole text hours 
before the test. Needless to say, 
that did not work and I ended 
up performing poorly on assess-
ments in other classes that week. 
As time went on, I received help-
ful advice from my older peers 
and began making study groups 
and talking weekly with my ad-
visor about academic concerns. 
Start forming productive habits 
early on to avoid struggling in 
class.

I have not yet found the 
key to being a perfect student 
and classmate at GDS. I'm con-
stantly learning new ways to 
guide myself through school. 
At times GDS still feels unfa-
miliar to me—it takes a while 
to get adjusted to a completely 
new environment. But know that 
high school will only get better; 
look forward to those moments 
of growth and use them to your 
advantage. 

Sincerely,
Aymaan Enayetullah ’25Freshman new to GDS gathered in the high school library for the 

Summer Bridge Program. Photo by Olivia Brown.

Let’s Not Get Stuck With Too Much Review After Remote School
by juanita

 irving-pettyjohn
Teachers spent more class 

time than usual last year on re-
view, because students did not re-
tain as much material during the 
pandemic. Many of my teachers 
would say that they would have to 
move through the original course 
content more quickly due to time 
we spent on additional review. 

Back in May, I read an Au-
gur Bit article about learning gaps 
among GDS students due to the 
pandemic. Teachers said students 
had fallen behind academically, 
because teachers had to cut out 
material and students were not 
paying as much attention during 

online school. Some teachers said 
that the added review was to help 
relieve students of stress, but in 
my experience the added review 
at times did the complete opposite.

There may have been no way 
to avoid review last year, but it 
sometimes felt unnecessary and 
prevented us from diving as deeply 
into topics as I would have liked 
to. In some classes, it seemed that 
teachers assumed we did not have 
as much knowledge as we actually 
did. So we would end up doing 
excessive review, when we could 
have spent some of that time on 
the units for the class. The extra 
review resulted in us having more 
homework that was tedious.

In my chemistry class, we 
rushed through a portion of the 
combined gas laws lesson. My 
class needed review on unit con-
versions, which was needed to 
move on to solving equations. But 
by the time we got to equations, 
there was not much time left be-
fore the test to learn how to com-
plete them. We needed some con-
cise review to move on with the 
unit, but it was too much and took 
away from how deeply we were 
able to explore the topic.

Last year it may have been 
necessary coming out of the pan-
demic—online learning is less 
engaging than in-person, interac-
tive school—but this school year, 

teachers should minimize review. 
Review takes time away from les-
sons, making them either more 
rushed or less rigorous. Teachers’ 
goal should be for the curriculum 
to return to the prepandemic nor-
mal, to ensure that students are re-
ceiving the best education GDS 
can offer.

“We need to take it easy on 
the students in terms of the num-
ber of assessments and amount 
of material,” science teacher Bill 
Wallace said in the article in the 
spring. While pandemic-related 
review is something we should 
be straying away from, if it is im-
possible to continue a lesson with-
out review, then review should oc-
cur, to help students succeed in the 
class.

But our curriculum should 
not continue to be held down by 
unnecessary review. Recognizing 
that reaching this goal will take a 
couple years, every school year 
teachers should adjust their curric-
ula to teach as much as they can 
with the knowledge the students 
have by then. 

A GDS education prepares 
students for college. It is import-
ant for the curriculum to return to 
prepandemic material, because the 
work students complete now helps 
prepare them for their post–high 
school endeavors.

Last school year, one of my 
classes had a group discussion 
about how much sleep we were 
getting every night. To no one's 
surprise, most of us were getting 
under the recommended eight 
hours. We accounted for our lack 
of sleep as a result of the time we 
spent doing school work, which 
sometimes included review based 
on teachers’ overestimation of 
topics we had missed due to the 

pandemic.
In a prepandemic school 

year, students may have also com-
plained about lack of sleep, but at 
least they were learning more ad-
vanced content rather than spend-
ing their time on redundant review 
that is not worth losing sleep over. 
Quality of sleep goes hand in hand 
with many other issues such as 
stress, mental health and academic 
performance.

If teachers make changes to 
their curriculum over the coming 
years, the learning gap should 
shrink, but it is possible students 
will still need assistance with top-
ics they missed because of the pan-
demic. GDS provides students 
with resources, such as the learn-
ing resources office and meeting 
with teachers outside of classes, to 
review topics they either forgot or 
never learned.

Head of School Russell Shaw 
said during the State of the School 
address in January, “We have elev-
enth graders with ninth grade mus-
cles trying to lift eleventh grade 
weights.” Students may be lacking 
skills to succeed in prepandemic 
classes, but continuing with the 
same review will not allow us to 
grow back to where we should be. 
Teachers should only keep review 
when it is truly necessary, so they 
can make a gradual return to their 
prepandemic lessons.

The Augur Bit’s Opinions section 
is a place where any high school 

student can share a personal 
essay or present a reasoned 

perspective related to GDS. Reach 
out to an Opinions or managing 

editor to discuss your idea before 
writing! Any reader may email 
augurbit@gds.org to submit a 

letter to the editor for publication.

Teachers’ goal 
should be for the 

curriculum to return 
to the prepandemic 

normal, Irving-
Pettyjohn writes.
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GDS Tennis Standout, Third in D.C., Heads to Brandeis

Haidyn Green ’22 began 
playing tennis when he was three, 
and began to compete at age ten. 
“I realized I was kind of good at 
it, so I began to take it seriously,” 
he said in an interview in May. 
Green rose to become one of the 
best high school players in the 
D.C. region and the undisputed 
leader of the GDS team. 

Green placed third in in the 
2022 D.C. State Athletic Asso-
ciation tournament, the same 
place he won his junior year. He 
has committed to play tennis at 
Brandeis University in Massa-
chusetts.

Green became so skilled that 
he had little to gain from being 
at GDS team practices, instead 
practicing outside of school. The 
team’s head coach, John Headley, 
said, “He doesn’t really come to 
our practices because we don’t 
have really anything to offer 
him.” But when he is at practice, 
Headley said, Green is an “an-
chor” to the team. “I think the 
team looks up to him. He is such 
a good player. He is so calm and 
confident,” Headley explained. 

Julien Berman ’22, another 

tennis player, said that Green of-
ten gave useful advice to team-
mates. For example, Berman re-
calls receiving tips from Green 
during a match against Sidwell’s 
Demetrios Bezianis in this year’s 
D.C. tournament. While Berman 
did not win the match, he was 
pleased with his result and glad 
he got advice from Green. “I was 
not going to beat Demetrios,” he 
said about Bezianis. “I think it 
was 8–4, a lot closer than it would 
have been.”

Berman also spoke about 
Green’s leadership of the team. 
“Obviously besides being an out-
standing tennis player, he is re-
ally, really nice and he’s a great 
leader.” Berman said, adding that 
Green hyped the team up before 
matches. “He’s great for team mo-
rale and spirit,” Berman said. 

On the court, he begins each 
match by “feeling out” his op-
ponent. “If they have strengths, 
don’t play to their strengths,” 
Green said. “Personally, I like to 
attack the ball, take them out of 
their comfort zone. Then, if that 
works to plan, just start having 
fun out there. The reason I play is 
to have fun, and if I can do that, 

by ben hellman all the better.” 
Green, as the team’s star 

player, has played the best players 
on other teams across the Mid-At-
lantic Athletic Conference (MAC) 
and only lost one match, to Aris-
totelis Bezianis of Sidwell, during 
the 2022 regular season. “I had to 
play Teli [Aristotelis’ nickname] 
last week against Sidwell. It was 
a tough match, for sure,” Green 
said. Green lost both of the sets in 
tiebreaker games. “He is a defen-
sive player. He is really good. He 
grinds. I kind of choked.” Green 
added that he would like a re-
match against Bezianis.

Despite his personal success, 
Green found it important for the 
GDS team to win the MAC con-
ference championship. “Person-
ally, if I was able to win D.C. 
States, it would be great,” Green 
said before playing in both tour-
naments. “It would be my first 
time winning. But if we won the 
conference, it would really be a 
big morale boost.”

Green did not win States 
this year, losing once again to 
Bezianis in the semifinals, but 
winning the third place match. 
GDS did not win the MAC tennis 

championship either, losing to Po-
tomac in the semifinal round. Sid-
well claimed victory. 

While Green made it to the 
D.C. tournament his freshman 
year, as he put it, he “didn’t do 
so well.” However, in his junior 
year, he finished third in the city-
wide singles tournament. Even 
though he came close to win-
ning States last year, coming 
one match away from the finals, 
he was not sure he could go be-
yond that this year. “I have no real 
goals,” he said before the tourna-
ment. “The competition is tough, 
as always. Just see how I do and 

take it as it goes.”
Green’s skill on the court has 

won him a place on the Brandeis 
tennis team. Although Brandeis 
is a Division III school, its men’s 
tennis team has consistently been 
near the top of its league, the Uni-
versity Athletic Association. This 
season, the Judges finished with 
a 12–6 record. When asked about 
his expectations for his college 
career, Green was optimistic, say-
ing, “I am going to play all four 
years, hopefully. I’m ready.”

This article was originally pub-
lished online in June.

Haidyn Green, third from right on the top row, seen in a framed photo 
of the 2019 men’s varsity tennis team. Photo by Olivia Brown.

Jaren Zinn ’17 was signed by 
the Washington Nationals as an 
undrafted free agent on July 19, 
and is now playing at the team’s 
training complex in Palm Beach, 
Florida.

Zinn is currently playing 
in the Florida Complex League 
(FCL), where he pitches for the 
FCL Nationals. On days when he 
doesn’t pitch in a game, he said 
that he throws bullpen and does 
workouts, including weight lift-
ing sessions and conditioning.

After graduating from GDS, 
where he set the records for ca-
reer batting average and hits, 
Zinn went to Harvard University, 
joining the Crimson’s baseball 
team roster his freshman year as a 
pitcher. Though he was primarily 
an outfielder in high school, he 
made the switch to pitcher early 
in his college career. 

“I had to deal with a whole 
slew of injuries my first few years 
along with making the switch 
from outfielder to pitcher,” Zinn 
said in an interview with the Bit. 
“I only threw two innings my first 
two years of college.”

Zinn took the 2020–2021 
school year off because of 
COVID, and after going back to 

Harvard for his senior year, he 
said he started pitching better and 
more often. In his final season at 
Harvard, he led the team in strike-
outs with 63 and earned the ti-
tle of Ivy League Pitcher of the 
Week. During that same year he 
pitched 42 innings, bringing his 
total number of innings pitched 
during his Harvard career to 46.1.

“In the last few years, play-
ing in front of scouts during sum-
mer ball and with the team, I saw 
that playing professional baseball 
was a possibility for me,” he said. 
“That became a huge motivator.”

The 2022 Major League 
Baseball draft took place from 
Sunday, July 17 through Tues-
day, July 19, with a total of 620 
high school and college players 
being drafted to Major League or-
ganizations. Zinn awaited a call 
during the draft, hoping he’d be 
taken on the third day, which is 
typically when players of Zinn’s 
caliber are drafted. But all 20 
rounds went by without a team 
selecting Zinn. 

“I felt dejected for proba-
bly five or ten minutes,” he said. 
“And then, right after the draft 
ended, the Nats called.” 

At the time of the call from 
the Nationals, Zinn was in Lon-
don training for a different job. 

He went to the Nationals’ training 
complex on July 24 and signed 
a contract early the following 
week to work with the organiza-
tion. “That phone call was some-
thing I’ve been thinking about for 
years, so it was kind of a surreal 
moment for me,” he said.

“It shows people that you 
can be a truly successful athlete 
coming out of GDS,” senior Pier-
son Cooper, who plays on GDS’ 
men’s varsity baseball team, said 
of Zinn’s signing. “GDS creates 
strong-minded young adults that 
want to succeed in whatever field 
they are trying to achieve some-
thing in.”

Charlie Smith ’19, Zinn’s 
friend and GDS baseball team-
mate, said that Zinn’s work ethic 
is what brought him to the level 
he is at today. “There are not that 
many humans that can throw a 
baseball as hard as he can,” he 
said, “but what’s really special 
for him is the work ethic that he 
has. He was always in the weight 
room, playing on different teams, 
working with various coaches, or-
ganizing summer practices for us. 
He was always all in.” 

Zinn agreed that hard work 
was the key to getting where he 
wanted to be in his baseball ca-
reer. “There are definitely great 
baseball players in the Nats sys-
tem, but I can get far because I 
can outwork anybody,” he said.

Zinn also said that staying in 
the moment is something he fo-
cuses on. “I’ve learned that you 
can’t pitch for a promotion,” he 
said. “If you try to pitch in col-
lege to make the pros, you’re go-
ing to struggle. Or if you try to 
pitch in high school to play in 
college, you’re going to struggle. 
You have to work for all these 
things with a longer-term goal in 
mind, but when you’re actually 

in games, you just have to do the 
best you can.”

Eli Doroshow ’18, who was 
on the GDS baseball team with 
Zinn, said Zinn is “really hard 
working. Almost in a crazy way. 
Jaren showed a lot of us how to 
work hard and stay committed.”

Sophie Zinn ’22, Jaren’s sis-
ter, believed that his mindset is 
what got him so far. “He never 
lets a bad game or inning keep 
him from improving,” she said 
in a written statement to the Bit. 
“That mentality for him was his 
key to success.”

Zinn’s old teammates said 
that while they were at GDS, he 
was the one who cultivated team 

morale. “During the season, he 
would regularly host dinners at 
his house,” Smith said. “His par-
ents would bring food for us, and 
we’d hang out in his basement 
playing ping-pong and eating 
pizza. It definitely made every-
one feel like part of the team.”

Sophie Zinn remembered 
how long her brother wanted a ca-
reer in baseball. “In first grade at 
GDS we did a crystal ball project 
where we would draw and write 
what we wanted to be when we 
grew up,” she said. “Jaren’s says 
he wanted to be a Major League 
Baseball player. For him to get 
signed is a huge step toward fol-
lowing what was essentially a 
lifelong dream. He’s wanted this 
forever.”

Being signed by his home-
town team means a lot to Zinn 
since he grew up a fan of the Na-
tionals. “When I first got here,” 
he said of the Nats’ facility in 
Palm Beach, “I put on the Nats 
hat with the curly W and it hit 
me how crazy this is. I grew up 
wearing these hats and going to 
the Nats games and rooting for 
all of these players, and now I’m 
part of it.”

GDS Alumnus Signed by Nationals, Fulfilling a ‘Lifelong Dream’
by jeremiah farr

“I grew up wearing 
these hats and going 

to the Nats games 
and rooting for all 

of these players, and 
now I’m part of it,”

Zinn said.

Zinn, third from right in the front row, seen with GDS 
baseball teammates in a yearbook photo.

Nationals Park. Photos by Olivia Brown.
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The Augur Lit
Zadie Smith’s Thinking About COVID Can Helps Us Sort Out Ours

arts

Like many GDS students, I 
spend a lot of my time thinking 
about the pandemic, but its full im-
pacts on both our community and 
the world at large often feel too 
great to understand. A few weeks 
ago, I picked up the essay collec-
tion Intimations, written by the ac-
claimed author Zadie Smith largely 
in response to COVID. I wanted to 
make sense of the pandemic’s com-
plexity: our community’s collective 
response of shock and confusion, 
and how many GDS students’ rel-
ative privilege affects our under-
standings of it.

As I started reading the book, 
I was slightly disappointed to 

discover that Smith by her own 
admission would not present the 
kind of moral surety I was looking 
for in its pages. She actually spends 
significant portions of Intimations 
diminishing her own relevance 
against the larger context of the 
pandemic—she says that writing is 
“pretty hopeless” in real life—and 
admits that, inevitably, each time 
she makes judgments and writes 
them down, “an unprecedented 
April arrives and makes nonsense 
of every line.” Smith positions her-
self not on a higher moral ground 
than us readers, but as someone 
who feels just as uncomfortable as 
I and maybe other GDS students do 
thinking and writing about our ex-
periences in a pandemic that feels 

by avram shapiro

Digital illustration by Nava Mach.

My First Month on a Vegan Diet
by lexi berzok

Burgers, turkey sandwiches, 
pizza and ice cream—four foods 
that I frequently enjoyed up un-
til a month ago. Although they 
were yummy, I had stomach pains 
and nausea every time I ate those 
foods and similar ones. Through-
out my life, I visited multiple doc-
tors, trying to find answers, but I 
was never given a diagnosis or 
solution. So recently I decided to 
try a completely plant-based diet 
to see if that had any impact on 
my tummy troubles. 

It would have shocked my 
system to abruptly transition from 
eating dairy and meat products ev-
ery day to just eating plants. In-
stead, I incorporated more and 
more plant-based meals into my 
life over time. I started drinking 
oat milk in my lattes and eating 
sorbet instead of ice cream. Af-
ter a few days, I no longer felt the 
urge to eat meat or dairy products, 
and my diet was strictly vegan.

I noticed my stomach pains 
and nausea went away, I had more 
energy and overall I felt happier. 
I originally thought that the only 
reason for the change was my 
mentality—that my conception 
that my diet was healthier was the 
only thing making me feel better. 
It didn’t seem possible that eat-
ing exclusively plant-based food 

could change how I felt so dras-
tically.

However, after some re-
search, I discovered a whole 
community of people with simi-
lar problems that they had fixed by 
becoming vegan. I was scared of 
the idea because it seemed preten-
tious and impractical, but I have 
now realized the legitimate advan-
tages. It made an undeniably pos-
itive change in my life.

I am allergic to nuts, and I 
have discovered that most plant-
based products found in grocery 
stores, besides fruits and vegeta-
bles, contain nuts. So I shop at 
natural stores and co-ops to find 
a wider variety of plant-based op-
tions. 

For breakfast, I normally eat 
a great brand of coconut yogurt I 
found called Coco June’s, which 
I top with berries and blueberry 
hemp granola. For lunch, I will 
often have something like veg-
gies and pita with hummus, which 
is an easy dish but still filling and 
energizing. My dinners, are typ-
ically some sort of rice bowl, 
which I have found are both de-
licious and a great way to empty 
out your fridge since they can in-
corporate so many different in-
gredients.

Below, I have included the 
recipe for one of my favorite 

creations. I like to call it the “su-
perwoman bowl” because it is 
made with a bunch of superfoods, 
which are foods with a lot of 
health benefits. 

Superwoman Bowl
Ingredients:
• 1 cup of brown rice
• ½ cup of quinoa
• ½ cup of split pea lentils 
• 1 small head of cauliflower 
• ⅛ cup of olive oil 
• 1 teaspoon of chili flakes 
• 5 cloves of garlic
• 1 teaspoon of salt 
•  ¼ cup of kale salad (You can 

find this at any natural food 
store or you can mix a little 
maple syrup with kale)

• ¼ cup of kimchi (I like to use 
the brand Mother in Laws be-
cause it is extra fermented 
and has a great flavor)

• 1 tablespoon of pumpkin 
seeds 

• 1 tablespoon of nutritional 
yeast

The bowl can be topped with 
any sauce you want, but I found 
that the kimchi adds enough fla-
vor that it’s not necessary. 

Directions:
Cook the brown rice, quinoa 

and split pea lentils according to 

the instructions on the packag-
ing. While they are cooking, pre-
heat your oven to 425°F. Cut the 
head of cauliflower into small 
florets and chop garlic into small 
pieces. Place the cauliflower on 
a baking sheet and cover with ol-
ive oil, garlic, chili flakes and salt 

and cook for 20 minutes. Once ev-
erything has cooked, combine the 
brown rice, quinoa and lentils in 
a bowl and top with the roasted 
cauliflower, kale salad, kimchi, 
pumpkin seeds and nutritional 
yeast. Add a sauce if you would 
like, and enjoy!

Photo by Lexi Berzok.

so unwieldy.
Smith embraces uncertainty in 

each of her essays. In “The Amer-
ican Exception,” an essay early 
in the book, Smith proposes that 
much of our country’s collective 
shock and demoralization in the 
face of the pandemic has to do with 
American illusions of control. A 
catastrophe as big and horrifying 
as the pandemic, Smith suggests, 
dismantled an idea many Ameri-
cans comfort themselves with—
that plagues either are something 
we left behind in the medieval past, 
or else belong only to undeveloped 
countries who bring it upon them-
selves by being poorly organized 
and dirty. But, as Smith points 
out, being American doesn’t ex-
actly make the pandemic go away.

The great genius of Smith’s 
point about American exception-
alism is that she chooses to show 
herself, in the text, buying into it—
listening to former President Don-
ald Trump say, “I wish we had our 
old life back. We had the greatest 
economy we’ve ever had, and we 
didn’t have death.” She describes 
herself being taken in by the idea 
of “having our old life back” before 
she “dropped that apple, and, lo, it 
was putrid and full of worms”—
because in actuality, of course, we 
did have death and suffering be-
fore the pandemic. But by holding 
the apple at all, for any period of 

time, Smith is consciously reveal-
ing her own fallibility, and in doing 
so opening up readers to the pos-
sibility of interrogating their own. 
Perhaps, we then reason, it is actu-
ally unhelpful to wish everything 
were back as it was before.

In another essay, “Suffering 
Like Mel Gibson,” Smith takes 
on the question of relative suffer-
ing during the pandemic. The title 
comes from a viral meme depict-
ing a calm Mel Gibson talking to a 
Jesus Christ covered in blood and 
wearing his crown of thorns. The 
original caption reads, “Explaining 
to my friends with kids under six 
what it’s been like isolating alone.” 
Smith admits to laughing out loud 
when she first saw that meme, but, 
in the moments after, she chooses 
to examine that initial instinct.

Sticking with the analogy of 
the meme: Mel Gibson more privi-
leged than Jesus, but is he suffering 
any less? No, Smith concludes, he 
is not. Because conditions of suf-
fering, in her words, “direct them-
selves absolutely and only at you, 
as if precisely designed to destroy 
you and only you.” Suffering is 
specific to the individual and in-
dependent of, if not completely 
unrelated to, privilege, so to di-
minish our own individual suffer-
ing, especially in a time of such 
intense stress and trauma like the 
pandemic, denies our emotional 

needs. The bulk of GDS students 
are wealthy and have been insu-
lated from the pandemic’s most 
devastating health and economic 
effects. Should we even consider 
our own suffering? Smith’s answer 
is, decidedly, yes. She encourages 
us to attend to our specific troubles, 
because, no matter how insignifi-
cant they seem, they will always 
be significant to us.

And yet Smith’s point about 
relative suffering, like every other 
one in the book, does not stand 
without deeper self-examination. 
Because, as she acknowledges, we 
cannot avoid confronting the in-
numerable, inconceivable suffer-
ings of those around us (along with 
those of the faceless people whom 
we may never know; they too suf-
fer unimaginably and deserve equal 
compassion, and they were likely 
on Smith’s mind, too—all royal-
ties for the book go to charity). As 
GDS starts the school year for the 
third time during the pandemic, 
many people here may want to 
move forward with their increas-
ingly normal lives, but we also 
cannot sidestep reflecting on such 
an unavoidably important force. 
Throughout Intimations, Smith of-
fers nuanced and empathetic les-
sons for contending with the pan-
demic’s effects on ourselves, just 
as much as we expand our com-
passion.



The Augur Bit 11August 2022

Bit-Doms
by annabel hilzenrath and 

avram shapiro

Comedy

Sophomores, juniors and seniors eagerly 
anticipate the release of revised schedules.
I just want my classes not to overlap with one another… 

Fall sports pre-season has begun.
And have you seen the new merch? 

Yom’s June email about the possibilities of 
summer brings no comfort as school approaches.
“I want to start by quoting the theme song from Phineas and 
Ferb, one of the greatest cartoons ever to be created.” 

Students frantically search through their 
backpacks for school IDs, remembering that 
we still need them to unlock the doors.
Thanks, SchoolPass.

Students struggle to readjust their sleep 
schedules for the coming year.
How does an alarm clock work again?

The back-to-school assembly promises to bring 
the whole school together again in one space.
We love the smell of the Forum carpet.

The freshman class of 2026 looks forward 
to meeting the rest of the high school.
The rest of the high school is less enthusiastic.

Overheard at GDS: 
The Revival

by annabel hilzenrath

It’s no secret that GDS is a 
special place full of special peo-
ple. I challenged myself to open my 
ears—and my heart—and learned 
that if you take a break to listen 
and pay attention to your surround-
ings, you may get something as-
tounding and even life-changing 
out of it. I was going to keep my sa-
cred findings for myself, but Over-
heard at GDS, a Facebook group 
last updated in 2019 where brave 
students shared anonymous quotes 
they heard at school, inspired me 
to be courageous and share these 
precious treasures with the world. 
So here, my little lovelies, is a silly 
little collection of silly little things 
that I overheard while lurking in the 
hallways—that’s right, I’m every-
where. I hear all.

Have a blissful summer with-
out me…I know parting is such 
sweet sorrow, but don’t worry: I’ll 
be back with another edition of un-
believable things people have said 
in the fall, so stay tuned! And, with-
out further ado:

“All right, so go downstairs, 
take your condom with you and 
get yourself a chair.” (Said by a 
teacher.)

“Annabel! Get your pizza 
hands out of my moon boots. 
Don’t. Touch. My feet.”

“I feel like your stripper name 
would be something like Quinoa.”

“Soo, you did better on the 
quiz retake. Not as good as I was 
hoping…but it’s okay because I 
haven’t lost faith in you. You’ll 
get there.”

“No! I am not giving Julia 
Fisher a rotisserie chicken!” 

“I’m not mad at you, I’m mad 
at the existence of Wawa.”

“In this lab, my word is the 
word of God.”

“Best case scenario he dies.”

“There’s so many people in 
the world that statement works 
for.”

“Why does everything cost 
money? Like it’s so annoying.”

“Annabel R. Hilzenrath is the 
best person on The Augur Bit.”

This article was originally pub-
lished online in June.

Digital illustration by Phoenix Zhang.

Follow The Augur Bit on Instagram and 
Twitter @theaugurbit to stay updated on 

all our latest stories! Visit our website, 
theaugurbit.com, to subscribe to our 

weekly email newsletter if you are not 
a high school student or teacher.
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Hopper Crossword: Back to School
by daniel otto-manzano

The Augur Bit
“A very auger bit will now be turned into your souls until your honesty is proved”

Arthur Miller, The Crucible
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ACROSS
1 One who is overly

desperate for a
romantic interest

5 Feat.
11 Santa's helper
14 Carbon culprit
15 Questionably tanned

singer Grande
16 Female deer
17 With 68A, the other

Frozen sister
18 Sender and receiver of

letters
19 On ___ (facts)
20 Swimming start, or a

way to engage in
coursework

23 Of course
24 iPhone robot that often

"didn't quite get that"
25 Gore and Capone
28 "I'm not listening to

you" sound
30 Sure
33 Mascot migration, or a

way to begin the day
38 Rights org.
39 Crew member?

40 Space Jam squad
41 Senioritis symptom, or

what you shouldn't be
doing this year

46 Took ___ for the worse
47 Childlike exclamation

made after chugging
water

48 Applies ASAP
49 Shakespearean

exclamation likely
meaning "cease"

51 Celeb, usually
53 Helping happily, or a

way to be a mentor
60 Result of the

mathematical operation
in 61A

61 Process needed to
attain mathematical
outcome of 60A

62 Prefix with dynamic or
(in Britain) plane&nbsp;

63 Old hand
64 Model Chrissy
65 Calvin and Hobbes

means of locomotion
66 Affirmative
67 "It's free real ___"

68 With 17A, the other
Frozen sister

DOWN
1 Sign of healing
2 Sphere where Earth's

atmosphere meets
space

3 English football
powerhouse, to its fans
(abbr)

4 Backup strategy
5 Mountain in "Free

Solo", sans article
6 Opera conductor

Daniel
7 Echoic fictional

character from TwoSet
Violin who practices 40
hours a day

8 ___ lazuli
9 Biblical liar
10 Shoulder to hip belt
11 Advantage
12 Roller coaster feature
13 Nourished
21 Market section
22 Crazy ___
25 Math class moments

26 Opa-___, Florida
27 Bowling alley challenge
29 Central conflict or

crisis, for one in
Nadia's English 11

31 Monopoly purchase
32 In shape
34 Tasty Salvadorian dish
35 Shoutout someone on

Instagram
36 Killer whale
37 Say ___ (no need for

more explanation)
42 Come before
43 Guts
44 Canadian

singer-songwriter Avril
45 Make ___ with (please)
50 Break up
52 No mom, its not just a

___!
53 Draw in
54 Angsty teens, perhaps
55 Prefix with byte or

Chad
56 PBS flagship station
57 Solidify
58 Precious Minecraft

blocks
59 "Star Wars" sage
60 Bond, for one

Back To School
DANIEL OTTO-MANZANO


