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Policies Tackle Academic
Integrity From Start
of the School Year
by peter kumar

As students entered classes
this fall, they were greeted with
a slew of new policies focused
on academic integrity, one for
each department. For some
classes, students were then
asked to turn in a signed copy
of those documents.
GDS’ expanded approach
to countering cheating coincided with the return to fulltime in-person school—after a period of virtual learning
during which cheating incidents
spiked, according to four students and a teacher.
Assistant Principal for Academics Khalid Bashir told the
Bit that the new efforts are the
result of three years of discussions among administrators
and teachers about how to revamp GDS’ approach to academic integrity. “I don’t think
it was a matter of virtual learning being a catalyst for changing academic integrity policies,” he added. “It has always
been something that has been
in evolution.”
The administration revises
the GDS student handbook each
year and has made modifications to its academic integrity
policies before, according to
Bashir. But students have never
before seen anti-cheating measures as comprehensive as the
current ones.
Sophomore Ike Song said
in an interview that teachers
have placed a greater emphasis
on academic integrity this year

than they did during distance
learning. Several students interviewed by the Bit speculated
that the timing of the new policies’ rollout was tied to cheating during virtual school.
“Academic integrity was
definitely introduced as a response,” junior Max Wang said.
Since he expects cheating to be
less prevalent now that school
is entirely in person, Wang said
“there isn’t really a need” for
the new policies.
Senior Aidan Kohn-Murphy, the president of the Student Staff Council, said he took
issue with the way GDS introduced its academic integrity
policies this fall. He said the
announcement of the new policies “was not a particularly
welcoming response” as students returned to school after
a trying year and a half.
“With students struggling
with mental health issues, it’s
a hard adjustment,” Kohn-Murphy said. “Academic integrity
is very important,” he added,
but “nobody thought that before this you were allowed to
cheat.”
Bashir did not respond to a
request for comment on Wang
and Kohn-Murphy’s statements
prior to the publication of this
article.
Previously, the high
school’s academic integrity
policy was published only in
the student handbook and the
Hopper, the calendar provided
Continued on Page 5
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Student Groups Maintain Instagram
Accounts Despite Loosely Enforced Ban
by andrew mikhail

For as long as most students
can remember, there have been
dozens of active and inactive Instagram accounts belonging to
GDS clubs, sports teams, affinity
groups and other organizations.
Most of these accounts, however,
are in violation of school policy.
The club guidelines, which
Assistant Principal for School
Life Quinn Killy shared with
students in September, explicitly forbid clubs, affinity groups,
teams unaffiliated with the athletic department and student publications from operating social
media accounts. Killy emphasized the social media section of
the guidelines in an Oct. 4 email
to club heads and faculty advisors.
The policy, which heads

IN THE NEWS

GDS took the title for the best
high school in the D.C. area in a
2022 list released in September by
the rankings website Niche. The
announcement has reinvigorated
GDS’ rivalry with Sidwell Friends
School, which was ranked first for
at least the past two years but now
holds the runner-up spot.
GDS also ranked as the
27th best high school nationally,
down three spots from Niche’s
2021 rankings. The D.C.-area
list ranked Thomas Jefferson High
School for Science and Technology in Fairfax County, Virginia,
third. The all-girls National Cathedral School followed in fourth
place.

Director of High School Admissions Amanda Deringer said
that GDS’ Niche ranking might
help attract new students. “Once
information gets out on the Internet,” she said, “it’s easy for students and parents to do a quick
search and see what the top high
schools are.”
Niche appears on Google as
one of the most prominent results
for D.C. high school rankings. The
company’s 2022 list also garnered
coverage in local news outlets,
such as the WTOP radio station
and Washingtonian magazine.
Some GDS students have
used the new rankings as an opportunity to lightheartedly bash their
rival school. “GDS is significantly
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formally agreed to follow when
applying to register their clubs,
warns that students who run social media accounts “may be held
accountable for all content posted
on that site through disciplinary
actions as well as possible termination of the club.”
But the school has largely
taken a different approach thus
far, allowing exemptions for
some groups’ accounts, leaving
others be and contacting students
in the hope that they will regulate themselves.
Killy said in an interview
that he has distributed the club
guidelines, including the same
statement about social media use,
annually since he assembled them
over five years ago. Yet in that
time, over 50 still-visible Instagram accounts related to GDS activities have been created. Killy

said it is not “out of the realm of
possibility” for clubs to eventually be officially permitted to use
social media.
All three students interviewed by the Bit who have operated social media accounts for
registered GDS clubs said they
were unaware of the ban before
this fall.
Senior Lauren Lemer, the
head of GDS’ student-run dance
company, Fata Morgana, said her
club’s account was especially
useful during the pandemic, when
live performances were substituted for short video montages
posted on Instagram. “Our social
media account was our stage,”
Lemer said. “The comment section was basically the crowd
cheering.”
Continued on Page 3

GDS Tops Sidwell in New Rankings,
Arousing Renewed School Pride

by nico david-fox
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Hannah Kubler covers GDS’ first time
hosting activities and performances for
Tenleytown Art All Night.
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better than Sidwell,” senior Leah
Fitzpayne told the Bit. She cited
the quality of GDS’ academics and
teachers’ care for their students
as characteristics that make the
school stand out.
Principal Katie Gibson said
she was excited about GDS’ new
ranking but stopped short of endorsing Niche’s list. “I don’t pay a
ton of attention to them,” she said
of the rankings. “Lots of people
sent it to me and were like ‘congratulations.’ It’s lovely, but in all
honesty it’s not a huge deal to me.
“I don’t think that any of the
schools in the D.C. area are better
or worse than the others,” Gibson
continued. “It’s really about which
Continued on Page 4

EDITORIAL
Give it a shot
The editors of the Bit encourage students to
embrace GDS’ new Discussion Lab.
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After Month of Play, Highlighter Assassin Ends With Gillespie’s Win
by adam leff

Sophomore Posy Brown was
waiting in the library chatting with
senior Ike Cymerman, her target
in the GDS high school Assassin game. He had already spotted
her, so she couldn’t get him out
the usual way by making a oneinch highlighter mark on his skin.
Instead, while they were griping
about the game, Brown unintentionally caused Cymerman to reveal his target, eliminating him.
Highlighter Assassin is an annual GDS tradition which returned
this school year after being interrupted due to the COVID-19 pandemic. People interested in participating were able to sign up for the
game on Sept. 19, and play officially began Sept. 27. 232 students
participated, and the game ended
Thursday Oct. 28, when freshman
Alexa Gillespie assassinated senior
Jamie Lewis.
Lewis recounted that he was
talking with a friend at the water
fountain in the Internet Cafe and
decided to take his sweatshirt off.
“She came up behind me and got
me three or five minutes after,” he

Freshman Alexa Gillespie.
Photo by Max Kaminski.

said. “She was on top of it.”
Gillespie won with 15 kills,
but none of the other frontrunners
had more than five. According to
Gillespie, they managed to survive
so long by laying low and staying out of public places. “Hiding
was the best strategy, instead of
being active,” Gillespie said. She
said that Lewis was hard to assassinate because he avoided the Forum
and other exposed spaces.
To encourage stealth, the rules
of the game lay out that if a target
sees their assassin and says “assassin, I see you,” they are temporarily
safe for the duration of their interaction. Gillespie found that effective use of the “assassin, I see you”
rule was the thing that hindered her
most. “My hardest kill was probably [junior] Izzy Evers because she
was on my volleyball team and she
knows exactly what I look like,”
she said. “There was no opportunity because she always saw me
and said ‘assassin, I see you.’”
At first, the game moved rapidly. 150 students were eliminated
on the first day, and by the third
day, only 50 students remained. Senior Ben Freedman volunteered to
organize the game this year, managing signups, keeping track of all
participant’s targets and kills, and
mediating any rule disputes. “The
first two weeks were a bunch of
filling in spreadsheets,” he said.
The game shifted substantially
as it neared the end. After Oct. 8,
the pace slowed substantially and
there were only five assassinations.
Freedman was surprised by how
long the game took. “There were
like five days when nobody got
killed,” he said.
Gillespie noted that because

Number of students still in Highlighter Assassin at the outset of each week, as well as the number of
assassinations each week. Chart by Adam Leff.
of how long it took, many of her it from interrupting class time and the person who got her out “had
friends tuned out and stopped pay- important school events. Students come to my field hockey practice
ing attention to the game. “I feel were immune during class, and and hidden behind a tree,” a mile
like everyone expected it to last Freedman sent out update bulle- off campus.
Freedman noted that teacha week, and then, when it didn’t, tins during the club fair and allschool assembly specifying that ers may not have seen the sign up
people got bored of it,” she said.
For the first week, many par- those events were safe as well. “It email because he sent it to the class
ticipants showed up to school cov- gets stressful at times, but people folders, which not all teachers reered from head to toe. Allowing are really good at following the ceive, and did not realize his mistake until the game had already bestudents to cover up and requir- rules,” Brown commented.
Although teachers were in- gun.
ing the highlighter mark to be on a
Freedman plans to run the
target’s skin may have contributed vited to sign up, no teachers ended
to the slow pace of the game. Stu- up participating. Math teacher Beth game again in the spring to give
dents wore gloves and hoods, even Stafford, who played in a similar those who missed out an opporduring the first two weeks of play, game in college and participated tunity to play and those who had
when highs regularly exceeded 80 in the GDS game in the past, said a good experience another chance
that it seemed like the players were to compete. “A lot of people told
degrees.
Although hordes of students enjoying themselves this year. “I me that they didn’t realize that it
trying to mark each other’s arms love that people who are into it would actually be as fun as it was,”
with highlighters may seem like are willing to stake people out he said, adding, “Hopefully next
the perfect recipe for disruption, and have these amazing kills,” she time we can get teachers.”
there were rules in place to prevent said. When she played in college,

Reopened Hop Shop Encounters Supply Snags and Happy Customers
by adele ziemba and
callie solomon

The Hop Shop, GDS’ student-run snack store, has reopened
after a year-and-a-half hiatus
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. The staff continues to feel
the pandemic’s effects, including
delays in shipping and difficulties
purchasing certain items, but students are by and large happy about
the Hop Shop’s return.
Juniors Liam Zeilinger and
Katie Young, the store’s two CEOs,
told the Bit that shortages and supply chain snags associated with the
pandemic have hindered the store’s
ability to sell affordable food. Accordingly, the Hop Shop’s prices
have increased compared to before
the pandemic and its profits, which
are donated to charity organizations, have decreased.

“Everything is out of stock,
everywhere,” Zeilinger said. In recent weeks, he said, “I would add
stuff to the cart at the beginning
of the day, and then at the end of
the day, I go back and try to order
it, and the prices either have gone
up or it’s out of stock.” The shop
raised its prices this fall to fund its
operations while still raising a significant, though reduced, amount
of money for charity.
The first charity the Hop Shop
will contribute to this school year
is So Others Might Eat, or SOME,
because the most popular cause
among students who responded
to a mid-October form was combating hunger, Young wrote in an
email to the Bit. According to the
organization’s website, SOME’s
mission is to fight homelessness
and hunger in D.C.

The Hop Shop is back in businesses after twenty months on hiatus.
Photo by Olivia Brown.

The Hop Shop was forced to
close in March of 2020, just under
two years after it was launched in
2018 by Jonah Docter-Loeb ’20.
At the beginning of the 20202021 school year, Emily Scarrow
’21, who succeeded Docter-Loeb
as CEO, considered the option of
selling Hop Shop clothing and
accessories online but decided it
would be too difficult, according
to Zeilinger and Young.
When students returned to
campus for hybrid school last year,
the administration decided that it
would not be feasible to reopen the
store, Zeilinger and Young wrote
in an email. With students returning to full-time in-person school
this fall, Assistant Principal for
School Life Quinn Killy gave the
Hop Shop the go-ahead to fully reopen. Now, the shop also helps distribute lunches, made in the lower/
middle school cafeteria, that high
school students order.
The store’s mission is to provide healthy snacks for students
while raising money for various
charities, according to Zeilinger.
It also aims to allow students to
purchase food at a lower price
than they would at other stores in
Tenleytown. It operates with the
money made from selling food, and
the profits go to a monthly charity
chosen by students who complete
a Google form.
Zeilinger, who manages the

store’s restocking, explained that
the Hop Shop keeps “a little in savings” to run the store but emphasized that almost all revenue goes
towards a non-profit organization
that students believe serves an important cause.
Several GDS students who
spoke with the Bit expressed enthusiasm about the Hop Shop’s
return, and many have supported
the store by purchasing food and
drinks from it. “It gives students a
way to get food a lot more easily,”
freshman Jessica Berger said. “The
staff is really nice and they’re doing a great job.”
Sophomore Victoria Agerskov-Townsend, who recently
bought a granola bar at the store,
noted that “the food’s cheap,
and there’s a lot of stuff you can
get.” However, she usually buys
food from the vending machines
nearby in the Internet Cafe. The
Hop Shop’s selection, Agerskov-Townsend said, is “kind of
similar to the vending machines.”
Freshman Gideon Siff, who
works at the Hop Shop, told the
Bit, “All of the money that we get
goes to charity, so I think it’s much
better than the vending machines.”
The Hop Shop also sells most comparable items at a cheaper price
than GDS’ vending machines. A
2.17-ounce bag of Skittles, for instance, costs $1 at the Hop Shop
and $1.50 at the vending machine.

This school year marks the
first time that the shop has been
up and running since the departure
of Docter-Loeb, its founder.
Before the consolidation of the
high school and the lower/middle
school, high school students had
access to a Safeway across Davenport Street where they could purchase food for lunch and snacks,
Zeilinger said. After the Safeway
was shuttered, he said, DocterLoeb came up with the idea to replace at least some of the choices
the supermarket offered at a small
shop at the school.
“As long as the Hop Shop had
been around, it had been with Jonah,” Young said. “He really embodied the Hop Shop.”
For its staff of over 20 students, the Hop Shop remains a
welcoming community even in
Doctor-Loeb’s absence. Freshman
Wyatt Grace, an employee, called
the shop’s small storefront in the
Internet Cafe “a nice environment
to just sit around in and sell stuff.”
Zeilinger still remembers how
he joined the Hop Shop as a freshman. After a cross country practice in 2019, he was walking by
the store and a teammate who
worked for the Hop Shop offered
him a cookie. Zeilinger went to a
Hop Shop meeting, he said, “and
that’s how I started working.” Two
years later, Zeilinger—and the Hop
Shop—are back to work.
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Student Groups Maintain Instagram Accounts Despite Ban
Continued from Page 1
GDS storyteller Danny
Stock—whose role in the communications office involves looking after the school’s online image—said that Fata Morgana was
previously allowed to promote
dance performances on Instagram
but that its account’s approval is
currently uncertain.
“We’re gonna keep doing
what we’re doing,” Lemer said.
“You can’t really pick and choose
which clubs get to have it and
which clubs don’t.”
Stock said GDS is not actively enforcing the policy for
clubs that are not brought to his
or Killy’s attention and that no
one is searching for unauthorized
accounts. “We’re just not going
to dedicate our resources into
doing that,” Stock said. He has,
however, reached out to several
accounts that violate the policy.
(Stock declined to detail his communications with specific clubs.)
He explained that the policy
seeks to prevent students, who
are not “official representatives
of the school,” from operating

social media accounts publicly
connected to GDS.
The club guidelines say that
the ban also exists to ensure that
all students, including those without social media accounts, “have
access to club communication
and information.” The policy encourages club heads to instead
communicate with the student
body via email.

“You can’t really pick
and choose which
clubs get to have
it and which clubs
don’t," Lemer said.
Senior Ethan Cohen, one of
the co-heads who manages the
Spirit Committee’s Instagram account, described the school’s policy as “inconsistent.”
“I think they either gotta ban
everything, which I think would
not help the school at all, or just
let kids make accounts,” Cohen
said. “It’s gotta be one or the

other, ’cause whatever they’re
doing now does not make sense.”
When asked whether @
gds_spirit is compliant, Stock
suggested that it had been given
approval before he assumed his
current position. (@gds_spirit began in 2014, before the club social media policy was instituted.)
“Their association in a very specific way with athletics teams did
open up the possibility of the continuation of their account,” Stock
added.
That is because athletics
teams, unlike clubs, may seek approval from the communications
and athletics departments to operate social media accounts under
a coach’s supervision, according
to Stock. He said that teams’ accounts are distinct from clubs’ in
that they “have a singular, unified
goal in service of the school’s student-athlete community.”
Stock said that student leaders of some other non-club organizations, such as the Summit
on Sexual Assault and Consent
and the Policy Institute, received
approval to run social media

accounts by persuading administrators that “their presence would
be aligned with the mission and
values of the school and represent
the broader community in an inclusive way.”

The policy warns
that students who
run social media
accounts “may be
held accountable for
all content posted on
that site through
disciplinary actions.”
Junior Lucy Mezey, The Augur Bit’s former social media manager, described social media use by
clubs as “low risk, high reward.”
Internal research conducted by Sadie Foer, the Bit’s head of online
distribution, showed that Instagram posts were the most effective method of attracting readers
to the Bit’s website in the spring
semester of 2021.

Stock named @theaugurbit
among the accounts that violate
the club guidelines. The Bit’s
editors-in-chief, senior Seth
Riker and junior Ethan Wolin,
said they plan to maintain the
newspaper’s account.
Certain accounts such as
@blackatgds and @gdsmemes
mention GDS but do not belong
to any formally established organization, meaning the club
guidelines do not apply to them.
(According to Stock, however,
the school would object to accounts that use GDS’ logo or
falsely purport to represent the
school.)
“Because there are very
likely a number of groups that
are in violation, I don’t want
them to panic and hide,” Stock
said. “The better strategy would
be to be in contact and find the
right way forward.” Despite the
school’s clear-cut policy for
registered clubs, Stock said the
school’s response may vary in
different cases “because there’s
so much nuance in the management of these accounts.”

GDS Holds Silent Disco in Lower/Middle School Garage for Homecoming
by caroline garland

Traditionally, GDS homecoming dances have been held
in the Black Box with loud music, flashing lights and crowds
of people. This year, homecoming was a little bit different. Students listened to synchronized
music on glowing headphones
and danced in the lower/middle
school garage for the school’s
silent disco.
At 9 p.m. on Sept. 25, the
Spirit Committee held the first
homecoming dance since the fall
of 2019. Assistant Principal for
School Life Quinn Killy said
that this year 325 tickets were
sold, which is more than in past
years. However, he guessed not
everyone who bought a ticket attended this year’s dance because
GDS students were not allowed
to bring guests from outside of
school.
“Considering the restrictions
that we had and the limitations,
[homecoming] was pretty good,”
Killy said. “I think people who
came had a really good time for
like 45 minutes to an hour.”
Junior Nora Smulson, a
co-head of Spirit Committee,
agreed.
“I think it was super successful,” Smulson said. “The
feedback that I’ve had was expectations were pretty low for a
lot of people because they were
like, ‘it’s in the garage, it’s silent disco, it’s glow in the dark:
it’s gonna suck,’ and then, everyone said that it was pretty great.”
Sophomore Max Boughner had never been to homecoming before and wasn’t sure
what to expect. He noticed that
people were leaving early from
the dance.
“It just gets kind of boring
listening to music on these really

bad headphones,” he said. “You
weren’t allowed back in. If you
left, you were done.”
Planning for homecoming
started the week of Sept. 13,
and Smulson, along with her
co-head, senior Ethan Cohen,
led the process with the help
of Killy. Smulson said they had
four meetings with him to discuss potential themes and the
practical aspects of homecoming, such as where it was going
to be held and what the decorations should be like.
Originally, she and Cohen
had wanted to do a wild west
theme, but the request was denied by the administration.
Smulson said she and Cohen also
wanted to do a skiing theme, but

that they were told no by Killy
because the sport is associated
with privilege.
“Skiing is not something
that a lot of people do or is accessible to everybody,” Killy
said.

“I genuinely thought
it was more fun,”
Rodriguez said. “I
liked it being
outside because
usually it gets so hot
in the Black Box.”
Boughner said he wished
the school had done a better job

communicating to students about
what homecoming was going to
be like, specifically about the silent disco. He thought people left
early because they didn’t know
what to expect going in.
“It’s inevitable that everyone’s going to leave early,”
Smulson said, who admitted she
didn’t stay until the end. “A lot
of the fun at homecoming is the
afterparties.”
Senior Elias Rodriguez, who
attended both his freshman and
sophomore year homecomings,
thought that this year’s homecoming was better.
“I genuinely thought it was
more fun,” Rodriguez said. “I
liked it being outside because
usually it gets so hot in the black

box.”
While Rodriguez did enjoy this year’s dance, he didn’t
love how the dance was only in
one corner of the garage.
“I was so confused as to
why it was so contained to one
space, which felt weird,” Rodriguez said. “It seems like it’s
probably in the best interest of
fun and distancing for it to be
a little more spread out.”
Although the new format received mixed reviews
from students, Smulson considered it a success. “Hopefully next year’s homecoming will be normal again, but
I think for all the things we had
to deal with, it was successful for sure,” Smulson said.

The lower/middle school garage during the GDS homecoming dance. Photo by Seth Riker.

4

The Augur Bit

Features

November 2021

Open Campus Is Back, With New Perk: Freedom from COVID Rules
by antonia brooks

This fall, the GDS high school
returned to its open campus policy,
loosening the stricter limits placed
on students’ movement last school
year. Students are once again buying food and eating lunch off campus, where they have greater freedom outside the bounds of the
school’s on-campus COVID policies.
GDS’ current restrictions require people who eat indoors at
school to remain six feet apart and
silent while unmasked. Off campus, however, students may decide
for themselves what precautions, if
any, to take, Assistant Principal for
School Life Quinn Killy told the
Bit. All five students interviewed
by the Bit said that students eating
indoors at nearby restaurants talk
with each other in close proximity.
“Just like I can’t follow you
home and police other things, we
can’t go off campus and police
what you’re doing,” Killy said.
“We’re hoping students are following the CDC guidelines and rules,
but we can’t control what you guys
do off campus.”
The distinct guidelines
for schools and restaurants are
grounded in the CDC’s public
health guidance, Killy said. For
schools, the federal agency recommends wearing masks at all
times while indoors, remaining at
least three feet apart and “maximizing physical distance as much
as possible” during mealtimes, “especially indoors,” according to its
website. In restaurants, the CDC
recommends limiting close contact between customers of different parties and remaining masked

when not eating or drinking.
Several students said they
have gone to Tenleytown restaurants for lunch and observed GDS
peers exercising their freedom to
eat indoors without adhering to the
school’s official on-campus policies.
Sophomore Ollie Alfonso-Frank recently walked with
friends to Seoul Spice, where he
saw “a bunch of GDS students
huddled behind us indoors and
unmasked.”
Junior Arjun Pathiyal said
he, too, has taken advantage of
the open campus to go off campus for lunch. “I’ve seen a ton of
people indoors together eating way
closer than six feet apart, touching
and all that stuff,” he said.
High School Principal Katie
Gibson told the Bit she believes

risk is inevitable. “Teenagers are
human,” she said, “and everybody
has different choices they might
make. But in general I trust this
population of kids to do their best
to do right for the community and
keep people safe even off campus.”

You can sit
outside to eat, go on
the porch to eat and
you can even go off
campus to eat and
the same rules won’t
apply there,”
Killy said.
Killy said that students have
several options to avoid the official

obligation to distance and stay silent while eating inside. “No one
has to sit inside the building and
eat,” he said. “You can sit outside
to eat, go on the porch to eat and
you can even go off campus to eat
and the same rules won’t apply
there.”
In addition to offering students independence from GDS’
policies, the return to an open campus has benefitted local businesses
that have seen fewer student customers since the start of the pandemic. Last month, Tenleytown
Main Street, an organization that
promotes the neighborhood’s economy, relaunched its Tenley Tuesdays promotional program, which
provides discounts to students.
Gabriela Quintanilla, a manager at District Taco, said in an interview with the Bit, “Especially

Students have returned to shopping at Tenleytown stores. Photo by Catherine Dooley.

for lunch time, with kids coming
back, it really helps the business.
It’s really beneficial for us.”
Although none of the GDS
students interviewed said Tenley
Tuesdays had specifically motivated them to go out for lunch,
Quintanilla said the program has
“gotten us a lot of business” from
students at GDS, Wilson High
School and American University.
The open campus has long
been a hallmark of the GDS high
school. Gibson said reestablishing the policy this school year allows the high school to experience a measure of normalcy. “We
wanted to do whatever we could to
get back to the most normal version of school,” she said.

"We wanted to do
whatever we could to
get back to the most
normal version of
school,” Gibson said.
Senior Ken Bailey said he was
“definitely excited” to be able to
move freely off campus once again.
“The open campus is a defining
characteristic of GDS that almost
no other high school gets,” he said.
Although the school’s
COVID-safety restrictions are not
in effect off campus, Gibson said
she believes the open campus could
in fact reduce some risks. “Open
campus gets more kids and faculty
out of the campus during lunch,
which is kind of the least safe time
to be on the campus, unmasked,
eating,” she said. “So this is actually safer.”

GDS Tops Sidwell in New Niche Rankings, Animating School Pride
Continued from Page 1
school’s vibe matches you.”
Niche is a Pittsburgh-based
company that ranks high schools
and colleges, among other things.
It uses data collected from the
U.S. Department of Education,
its National Center for Education Statistics and Niche survey
respondents to calculate (through
a multi-step statistical process)
schools’ letter grades in six categories: academics, teachers, clubs
and activities, diversity, college
prep and sports.

“While it is nice to
rag on my Sidwell
friends, I don’t think
the ranking matters
that much,”
Huh said.
GDS was given an A+ for
every category but diversity and
sports, which each received an
A. Sidwell had the same grades
except for its B+ in sports, down
from an A in the 2021 rankings.
Gibson suggested GDS’ top spot
this year could have resulted from
the school’s improving athletics

program.
A large portion of Niche’s
data comes from voluntary survey responses and ratings from
students, parents, teachers and
alumni who submit forms on
Niche’s website or choose to
share their standardized test
scores or colleges. Respondents’
identities are not verified, meaning the results’ authenticity cannot be confirmed.
Someone who completed
Niche’s survey this month as an
anonymous GDS junior wrote
on the website that “the inclusivity and community aspect
that Georgetown Day prides itself on really lives up to the expectation.”

GDS students have been celebrating their school’s victory in a
variety of ways. Last week, members of the varsity volleyball team
sent poems in all-school emails to
encourage students to attend their
game against Sidwell.
One poem by senior Pallavi
Bhargava, a captain of the team,
promised to “keep the Foxes on
a leash” and “crush the 2nd best
school according to Niche.” Photos from the game showed GDS
students holding signs reading
“GDS is #1” and “Midwell is
#2,” using a pejorative nickname
some GDS students have adopted
to suggest Sidwell is mediocre.
When asked her thoughts
on GDS students’ jokes about

Sidwell, Gibson laughed and said
that “a little fun banter between
two competitor schools is a natural part of the high school experience.”
Many students at GDS, such
as sophomore Cole Huh, have
taken part in that banter with
friends who attend Sidwell.
“While it is nice to rag on
my Sidwell friends, I don’t think
the ranking matters that much,”
Huh said. “At the end of the day,
it’s just a number. Sidwell is also
a good school—although GDS
might be slightly better.”
Sidwell sophomore Anya
Capoor rushed to defend her
school’s reputation in an interview
with the Bit, calling the rankings

Graphic by Reid Alexander

“fake news.”
She argued that Niche’s data
is inaccurate because the website
lists Sidwell’s tuition as $39,360,
but in fact it is $48,050 for the
high school. “And Niche says that
GDS has better sports than Sidwell, so we can’t trust anything
it says,” Capoor added.
Schools’ overall grades
on Niche are determined by a
weighted average of their scores
for a series of specific criteria—
different from the publicly evaluated categories—including college
enrollment and student-teacher ratio, according to a Niche webpage
about the company’s methodology. The most important factor is
the Niche ranking of the colleges
students go on to attend, which
accounts for 28.5 percent of the
grade.
“I personally don’t think that
schools should be in any way
ranked,” Deringer said. “The ranking system is deeply flawed and
based on things that aren’t important.”
While the new rankings have
sparked increased school pride,
Gibson agreed that Niche’s rankings carry limited meaning and
“change with the blowing of the
wind.”
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Academic Integrity Policies Confront Cheating from Get-Go This Fall
Continued from Page 1
to students at the beginning of
each school year. The Hopper’s 2019-2020 policy and
its current one warn that “incidents of academic dishonesty
such as cheating and plagiarism will result in serious consequences.”
Now, in addition to that
overarching statement, each
academic department has created a policy tailored specifically to its classes.
The English department
has taken the additional measure of using digital software
to check students’ written work
for plagiarism. English Department Chair Aisha Sidibe
declined a request for an

interview.
In the past, Bashir said, students have only encountered
the school’s academic integrity policies as a “disciplinary
response.” The new measures,
however, seek to make students aware of the policies before cheating incidents.
“I think it’s important to
make these things public and
transparent and a learning moment before they become a punitive moment,” Bashir said.
To that end, teachers have used
class time to review their department-specific policies with
students.
The change comes after almost two years of full or partial
virtual learning that carried with

them a rise in cheating and academic dishonesty.

“I think it’s
important to make
these things public
and transparent and
a learning moment
before they become
a punitive moment,”
Bashir said.
Science Department Chair
Nina Butler-Roberts told the Bit
that she observed an increase in
cheating during virtual school.

Sports

While taking assessments online, she said, students’ “natural instinct” was often to search
Google to find answers. “The
lines got blurred during the pandemic,” she said.
Wang said there was “practically no way teachers could
prevent cheating” during virtual school.
GDS was not unique in revamping its academic integrity
policies this year after returning from distance learning. “If
you look beyond GDS, it was
a common conversation within
the educational community
about how student academic
dishonesty has increased, like,
tenfold during the pandemic,”
Butler-Roberts said.

Junior Christian Freeman
said, “I’ve heard teachers directly cite last year’s cheating
as the reason for why they’re
introducing that policy.”

Students’ “natural
instinct” was often to
search Google,
Butler-Roberts said.
"The lines got
blurred during the
pandemic."
“It was so easy,” Freeman
said of cheating during the pandemic. “Anyone who didn’t do
that was insane.”

Men’s Cross Country Wins MAC Title; Women 6th in ISL
by jeremiah farr

The GDS men’s cross country team swept all three Mid-Atlantic Athletic Conference championship races, winning the varsity
title for the first time since 2014
to end Sidwell Friends’ five-year
streak. The women’s team placed
sixth in both the Varsity A and B
races of the Independent School
League.
The championship meet of
the MAC and the ISL—along with
the Interstate Athletic Conference,
which St. Albans dominated—took
place on Saturday, Oct. 30 on a
five-kilometer course at the Agricultural History Farm Park in
Derwood, Maryland. 17 schools
competed in the event, and GDS
runners participated in five races
over the course of the afternoon.
Head coach Anthony Belber
said in an interview with the Bit
the next day, “We had athletes who
worked well together, individuals

who pushed themselves to execute great races and a team attitude
which was confident, hungry and
focused.” He added, “The GDS
men’s and women’s teams racing
so well seems a fitting cap to a fantastic season.
In the MAC varsity race,
GDS’ first five runners, whose
places are combined to produce
the team score, all finished in the
top ten, with the next two in the top
twenty. GDS as a team won with a
total of 31 points to Sidwell’s 59.
The individual winner was Charlie
Ortmans of the Potomac School,
who finished in 15:45, over a minute ahead of the next fastest runner.
GDS junior Luke Cohen,
who finished third in the Varsity
A race with a time of 17:08, said
winning the MAC banner “means
a lot. I’m really proud of everyone. This whole season was for
this one moment.”
Volunteer
coach
Matt

Simonson ’04 told the Bit, “No
one expected our varsity boys to
win so decisively, if at all.” He
added, “For the men’s team, the
day was one long, virtuous cycle,
a chain reaction of enthusiasm and
achievement.”
91 runners, representing 13
scoring teams, competed in the
ISL Varsity A race. Sophomore Ellie Kessler, GDS’ fastest finisher,
placed sixth with a time of 20:39,
leading the team to a sixth-place
score of 129. “It was honestly one
of the most fun experiences I’ve
had racing so far,” freshman Audrey Leff, who ran in the varsity
race, said.
Simonson said of the women’s
team, “It’s easy to forget that—due
to COVID—only one of our varsity seven had ever run in a high
school race before this year.”
(The Augur Bit’s editors-in-chief, senior Seth Riker and
junior Ethan Wolin, and its Sports

Belber addresses the team. Photo by Kaiden J. Yu.

editors, seniors Sophie Axelrod
and Shai Dweck, are members of
the cross country team. Bit faculty
advisor Julia Fisher is an assistant
coach.)
The cross country team had
raced on the same course the week
before at the Skip Grant Invitational. The course includes several hills and a creek crossing and
was muddied slightly for championships by rain the previous day.
“Since I knew the course already,”
Leff said, “I set goals for myself
for this race that helped me run a
lot better.”

“I’m so proud of
everyone here,”
Belber said. “This is
why I coach—seeing
everyone fight and
work together.”

GDS’ men’s varsity team wins the MAC championships. Photo by Kaiden J. Yu.

GDS started the day with a
victory in the MAC freshman/
sophomore race, reserved for each
school’s seven best underclassmen
boys not in the varsity race. Freshman Mac Penniman won the race
with a time of 18:30, passing a St.
Albans runner in the final stretch

to beat the combined IAC and
MAC field. All seven GDS runners finished in the top fifteen of
the MAC.
Next was the ISL Varsity B
race (so called because the leagues
do not hold junior-varsity championships). GDS’ 11 runners came
in sixth among the seven scoring
teams.
“It was a great race,” freshman Layla Coyne said after finishing. “Everyone was working their
hardest and it paid off.”
GDS’ 35 runners comprised
over a third of the field in the MAC
Varsity B race that followed. Junior Liam Zeilinger came in second overall with a time of 18:53.
When asked how he felt immediately after the race, he said, “Is it
bad if I say tired? I’m just really
proud of this whole team, and everyone working as hard as they
do.” Continuing its sweep, GDS
won the race with 30 points, ahead
of Sidwell’s 44.
Following the awards ceremony, Belber spoke to his team.
“I’m so proud of everyone here,”
he said. “This is why I coach—
seeing everyone fight and work
together.” He finished by counting the team down to its signature
motto, by then familiar to everyone
on the team: “Run good!”
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Pam Stanfield Hopes
to Reinvigorate
Athletics in New Role
by alex rubinson

After the resignation of Assistant Athletic Director Carl Parker
in Aug. 2020, GDS decided to look
inward, promoting PE teacher and
coach Pam Stanfield to fill the vacant position. Stanfield, who has
worked at the school for eight
years, now occupies the office next
to Athletic Director David Gillespie above the high school gym and
focuses particularly on the middle
school athletic program.
Stanfield’s goal is to use sports
as an outlet to unite and galvanize
the GDS community.
“I want athletics to be a bigger and more prominent part of
GDS,” Stanfield said. “I want the
kids to feel comfortable. I want
them to be challenged. I want them
to learn how to persevere.”
Asked what made Stanfield
stand out in the hiring process,
Gillespie responded that her creativity and open mind provided the
department with new ideas about
how to improve and that what particularly popped out was “her energy and her experience having
played sports in college.”
Stanfield’s love of sports, on
and off the field, started in her
playing days. She played basketball, soccer, softball and volleyball
at Riverdale Baptist School in Upper Marlboro, Maryland, and went
on to play basketball at American
University.
“Growing up playing sports—
learning discipline, learning how to
collaborate and teamwork—I think
those are the main things that help
me when it comes to transitioning
into the new role,” Stanfield said.
After graduating from American University, Stanfield’s goal
was to become a college strength
and conditioning coach. She went
on to complete strength training
internships at the Athlete’s Performance in Gulf Breeze, Florida and at the Eisenhower Executive Building in Washington, D.C.
Before becoming a PE teacher at
GDS, Stanfield coached at the Edmund Burke School.
Senior Sofia Greenfield, who
plays for Stanfield on the women’s
varsity basketball team, said that
her coach is very well respected
among both students and faculty.
“She has always cared for
each and everyone of her students,” Greenfield said.

Sports

Stanfield’s new job includes
scheduling, making sure every
team has the necessary equipment,
planning transportation for away
games and practices and hiring referees for each home game. With
the new unified campus, Stanfield
hopes to capitalize on the opportunity to get kids enthusiastic about
sports at the middle school level,
which will lead to greater participation in high school sports, and
to draw middle school attendance
at high school games.

“My goal is to
align the middle
school and high
school athletic
departments,”
Stanfield said.
“I want the middle schoolers to attend high school games,
so they can see all of the photos
and banners hanging up,” Stanfield
said. “My goal is to align the middle school and high school athletic
departments.”
Gillespie is confident in Stanfield to successfully manage the
middle school athletic program.
He hopes she will build a stronger sense of cohesion between the
two programs, as Stanfield has experience coaching at both the middle school and high school levels.
“I know about her ability to
make positive connections with
kids,” Gillespie said.
Gillespie added that continuing to coach will also allow Stanfield to continue to interact and
communicate with the coaches
she oversees. Coaching will allow
Stanfield to understand their perspective and how the athletic program can improve from a coach’s
point of view.
Stanfield and Gillespie meet
with each other on a frequent basis and, according to Gillespie, so
far are in lockstep as they set out
their future plan. As the working
relationship between Stanfield and
Gillespie continues to evolve, it
will be paramount for them to continue to collaborate.
“There is not a day that goes
by that Pam and I don’t meet,”
Gillespie said. “Together we complement each other.”

Stanfield coaching at a GDS softball game.
Photo by Reid Alexander.

Varsity Volleyball Loses Its First
ISL Final to Undefeated Flint Hill
by catherine dooley

The GDS women’s varsity
volleyball team lost to its undefeated opponent Flint Hill School
in an exciting and highly anticipated Independent School League
championship game on Sunday.
The Hoppers maintained good
spirits facing the ISL’s top-ranked
team but were unable, over the
course of the hour-long game, to
overtake the Flint Hill Huskies,
who won in three consecutive sets,
25–10, 25–17 and 25–10.
A lively crowd of about four
dozen GDS parents and students
cheered on the Hoppers from the
stands of St. Andrew’s School’s
gymnasium, the neutral venue
where the game took place. It was
GDS’ first time in the finals of the
ISL’s upper division after having
lost only one game all season—
also to Flint Hill, the ten-time Virginia state champions.
The moment when the Huskies won the final point to secure
their ISL banner, the GDS crowd
bursted into a chant of “Go GDS!”
As the players ran up the steps
to their fans, no one seemed outwardly bothered by the loss.
Senior Pallavi Bhargava, one
of the team’s captains, said in an
interview following the game
that she did not mind the result.
“I think that making it to the ISL
finals was historic and such an accomplishment,” she said.
Head coach Brandon Wiest told the Bit, “I was extremely
proud of how hard the girls
fought. We looked like we had
more fun playing volleyball than
Flint Hill did.”
GDS, which maintains the
best record in D.C., will play in
the D.C. State Athletic Association tournament quarterfinals on
Wednesday, Nov. 10, after a firstround bye.
At 1:01 p.m. on Sunday, senior Claire Cooper, also a captain, served the ball to start the
game. The Hoppers won the first
two points, sending the GDS fan
section into a frenzy. As the first
set progressed, however, the Hoppers quickly lost their lead, falling
behind as the Huskies won point
after point. GDS’ head coach,

Photo by Catherine Dooley.

Brandon Wiest, called two successive timeouts.
After about 17 minutes of
playing time, the Hoppers lost the
first set. Nevertheless, they came
out strong and determined in the
second set, once again claiming
the first two points.
But as the set continued, the
Hoppers again lost momentum.
After a tide of encouragement
from the crowd, the Hoppers
won a series of points to bring the
score to just 17–10 in Flint Hill’s
favor. The GDS fans were slamming their feet on the bleachers,
overwhelming the smaller Flint
Hill crowd, which largely stayed
silent. Flint Hill’s coach called
the team’s first timeout of the
game as its lead shrunk.
The Hoppers ultimately lost
the eventful second set but returned to their row of chairs with
smiles on their faces. In the first
few minutes of the third set, the
Huskies gained an early lead of
4–0 and carried it through to victory.
“I think the team gave it their
all,” Bhargava said, “and I think
that we’re all working on staying positive even when things get
scary.” She praised the team’s underclassmen and the effort they
put in. “They’re so mature and
composed and amazing,” Bhargava added.
Senior Lizzie Rosenman,
the third captain, said after the
game, “This season is honestly
one of the best ones GDS volleyball has ever had, not just because of the way we played and
our record, but because of the
team and how well bonded we

are with each other.” Throughout
the game, the GDS team huddled
together in a circle, patting each
other on the back, after each point.
Another constant throughout the game was the energy of
the GDS fan section, which did
not waste a moment to cheer on
the players. Senior Felicia Paul,
who attended the game, said, “I
came here today because I’ve
been watching the volleyball team
throughout the season and I’m really proud of their hard work.”

“I was extremely
proud of how hard
the girls fought. We
looked like we had
more fun playing
volleyball than Flint
Hill did,” Wiest said.
Flint Hill’s supporters, meanwhile, remained relatively reserved, clapping lightly, if at all,
after the Huskies won a point.
Even their coach remained mostly
silent, staring down at a clipboard,
while Wiest paced back and forth
along the sideline, cheering on his
team.
Although they lost the ISL final, Wiest said the volleyball team
is eagerly anticipating DC States.
“We think we’ve got a really good
shot,” he said. “We know we’re
probably going to see St. John’s
[College High School] in the
semi-finals next Thursday, so we
would love to have a huge turnout from our fan section.”

Photo by Reid Alexander.
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Golf Team Finishes 4th in MAC, Led by Sophomore
by shai dweck and
rahil malhotra

On Oct. 18, the GDS golf team
teed off at 10 a.m. at the Falls Road
Golf Course for their biggest match
of the season, the Mid-Atlantic
Athletic Conference championship. The Hoppers played 18 holes
against 36 golfers from their six
conference rivals to cap off their
season.
The team finished fourth among
the seven schools in the league,
with Potomac winning the tournament. Head coach Taylor Brown
selected his ten-member team’s six
best golfers—Quint, sophomores
Zach Yuffee and Omar Sheikh,
junior Lauren Petrilla, freshman
Koen Yu and senior Trey Nordberg—to compete.
Nordberg, who has been on the
team since his sophomore year,
was satisfied with the team’s performance. “We were never really
going to beat Potomac—they were
the best team in the league by a
long shot—but we did about as
well as could be expected,” Nordberg said.
According to Nordberg, Quint
was the team’s best and most experienced golfer throughout the regular season and led its championship effort with his impressive play.
Brown was also pleased with
Quint’s golfing. “Jordan Quint
finished in the top ten and was
all-conference for golf, shooting
a 76, which is a really good score,
in general but for a sophomore
in particular,” Brown said. Most

golf courses have a par of 70 to
72 strokes.
Six golfers compete in each
match, playing nine holes during
the regular season and 18 in the
championship match. The four
lowest scorers count towards the
team’s total.
Quint said it was “a little bit intimidating” to compete against
the league’s most experienced
opponents at once. “But I thought
I played within my means and
played pretty well.”

“We have a lot of
potential to do really
well in the next two
or three years as
well,” Brown said.
Although Quint’s sixth-place finish may have been the highlight,
Nordberg said that each member of
the team contributed to the result.
“No one on the team played below their average on the season, so
everyone pulled their weight very
well,” Nordberg said.
Brown told the Bit he was excited about the team’s improvement after having finished sixth
in the MAC in 2019. This year,
GDS was just strokes away from
third place.
“We have a lot of potential to do
really well in the next two or three
years as well,” Brown said. Three
of the team’s top golfers are sophomores, and only one of its top six

players is a senior.
Quint said he knew the team
would be counting on his experience this fall. “I knew I was gonna
be one of the leaders of the golf
team coming into this year, and I
think I tried my best to really lift
up the team both with my play
and with my leadership,” Quint
explained.
Even Nordberg felt the impacts of Quint’s leadership. “Jordan actually taught me a new putting technique called the claw grip
and it really helped, so that is definitely my strongest improvement,”

Nordberg said.
Brown also praised his players’
dedication to preparing on their
own, keeping up their skills in the
spring and summer. Brown said
that the recent addition of a golf
simulator—which tells players the
estimated distance and velocity of
balls hit into its net—to the turffloored wrestling room has allowed
his golfers to practice their strokes
on campus.
The team did not have a consistent practice location, but rather
traveled to a variety of local
courses to practice and compete.

As Brown looks to the future,
he hopes the team will galvanize
more support from the GDS community. “We do have really good
golfers and we’d like to sometimes
get them the same attention we get
for other sports that are more centrally located on campus,” he said.
Quint believes that more support will come as the team continues to improve. “People ask about
how the team is doing,” Quint said.
“They ask me about our record. So
I think that it’s getting attention
right now and as we get better, attention will come with it.”

Brown and six GDS golfers at the MAC match. Photo courtesy of Trey Nordberg.

Closure of Facilities Left in Disarray Hampers Students’ Training
by jeremiah farr

A group of men’s basketball
players arrived at the fitness center on Sept. 21 for their daily workout in preparation for the winter
season, senior Dylan Bronner said,
only to find the door locked. Signs
posted on the doors announced that
students could not use the fitness
center outside of PE classes.
Both the fitness center and the
wrestling room were closed from
Tuesday, Sept. 21, to Friday, Sept.
24, because the spaces had twice
been left in a mess, with weights
and other equipment strewn everywhere.
The printed signage included
photos of equipment sprawled on
the ground in the two fitness rooms.
In one image, barbell weightlifting plates lay haphazardly piled off
their rack. “Last week this is what
was left on the floor one day,” the
sign read, referring to the photos
below. “After picking up 2,600 lbs
of weights off the floor and reorganizing it, it was left a mess again
this morning.”
It wasn’t clear who had decided to close the two rooms, and
no member of the PE or athletics
staffs contacted by the Bit claimed
responsibility.
When asked in an interview if
she knew what contributed to the
decision to put the rooms off limits, Assistant Athletic Director
Pam Stanfield said, “Not at all.
I’m mostly in the athletics department, so I don’t know.”

When asked for an interview,
Athletic Director David Gillespie
directed the Bit to the PE department. Jodi Jackson, the new chair
of the PE department, declined a
request for an interview and suggested the Bit contact Gillespie
for information. PE teacher Taylor Brown said he was unavailable
for an interview prior to the publication of this article.
PE teacher Kevin Jackson told
the Bit that he did not know in advance about the closure of the two
rooms. “I wasn’t here when they
made the decision,” he said. “I was
notified when I got to work.”
Both Stanfield and Jackson said
they also did not know who was responsible for leaving the messes
in the fitness center and the wrestling room.
The loss of the two rooms affected a fall team as well. The cross
country team was unable to use the
wrestling room, where it normally
meets after school for practice.
In addition, injured runners who
usually use fitness center equipment to cross-train were unable to
do so at school. “If they had the opportunity to ride a bike or do an exercise machine at their house, they
did,” head coach Anthony Belber
said. “But for students who didn’t
have access to those things, they
couldn’t exercise on those days.”
Belber later clarified in an email
that members of the cross country team were allowed to use cardio equipment, under supervision,

on Thursday and Friday, Sept. 23
and 24.
Senior Ike Cymerman, who discovered that the fitness center was
locked when he went to work out
on Sept. 21, called the closure an
“inconvenience.”
While both Cymerman and
Bronner were affected by the decision to close the rooms, they understood why it had happened. “If I
had to run a weight room I’d want
it to be clean,” Bronner said. “And
it’s important to hold people accountable.”
Although Cymerman agreed

that students should use the fitness
rooms and their equipment more
carefully, he wished the consequences hadn’t fallen on the shoulders of all students. “It’s very disrespectful the way people threw the
weights around, but at the same
time it wasn’t everyone’s fault.”
Belber, who has coached at GDS
for over two decades, said he has
experienced similar situations in
the past. “It’s happened many times
over the years that the athletic department or the PE department has
decided to close a space when it’s
consistently not been cleaned up

well. I’m kind of used to it,” he
said.
“If it was a decision I had to
make,” Belber added, “I don’t
know if that’s the path I would
have chosen.”
Kevin Jackson also wasn’t sure
that closing the fitness center and
wrestling room for a week was the
right choice. “I don’t know if that
was the best way to go about holding the school accountable,” Jackson said. “It definitely gets a message across that you need to put
your weights away, but I’m not
sure it’s the most efficient way.”

Signs were posted on the fitness center doors informing students that the room was closed.
Photo by Shai Dweck.
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GDS Opens Unified Campus to
Neighborhood for Evening of Art
by hannah kubler

A GDS alumnus, Jay Coleman
’90, painted an imaginative mural
on the wall of the Nazlymov Fencing Studio with students’ help on a
recent Saturday night. Middle and
high school students—as well as
a local bluegrass band, The Shedkickers—put on a variety of musical performances for a cluster of
audience members in the triangular
park beside the new lower/middle
school. Studio arts teacher Adrian
Loving played a DJ set while participants printed t-shirts by the
building’s entrance.
GDS sponsored Tenleytown Art
All Night, one part of an arts festival spanning all eight of the city’s
wards, on Sept. 25. From 7 p.m. to
midnight, the school hosted performances and activities on and
around the unified campus, attracting GDS students, families
and teachers, as well as neighborhood residents. GDS participated
in the event for the first time just
two weeks after the start of the inaugural school year with all students in Tenleytown simultaneously.
Elana Perl, the admissions engagement director, who organized
Tenleytown Art All Night’s GDS
venues, said one of the school’s
primary aims was to give back to
the neighborhood. “We’re here,”
Perl told the Bit, “and we’re excited to be fully a part of Tenleytown now that we have both campuses.”
The school’s preparation for
the event began last spring. Jeffrey Houser, GDS’ chief financial
officer, sits on the board of Tenleytown Main Street, a non-profit
organization that supports Tenleytown businesses and runs Tenleytown Art All Night, according to
the group’s website. Houser was
the one to agree on GDS’ behalf

to participate in Art All Night, Perl
said.
Coleman, a D.C.-based artist,
spent the evening creating the colorful mural, which depicts a child
wearing a GDS shirt blowing bubbles beside a Tenleytown Metro
sign. In an interview while painting, Coleman said he wanted to
create “something lighthearted
and loving,” representing his experience at the school.
Coleman explained that GDS
helped prepare him for success as
an artist, citing an instance when
his art teacher included his work
in a school calendar. “It really allowed me to showcase my work
before I was a professional,” he
said.

“It really felt like
everybody was there
to be supportive and
to see people, and
the mood was high,”
Perl said. "We’re
excited to be fully a
part of Tenleytown.”
Freshman Caroline Gann, who
helped paint the mural alongside
Coleman, described her experience
at Art All Night as “fascinating.”
She added, “It was enriching to be
able to work with an artist, as an
artist, and see what he became after
graduating from my high school.”
Not far from Coleman’s mural,
a crowd of people were assembled
in chairs and on the grass at the triangle park to watch musical performances by The Shedkickers and
GDS students. Over the span of the
night, the informal stage featured
high school jazz ensembles and
groups of lower and high school

singers.
Perl said she was impressed
by the number of students who
showed up to support their classmates. “It felt like we were at a
sporting event rather than a concert,” she said. “There were parents
there, but then there were also just
members of the general public.”
The lower/middle school patio hosted perhaps the widest variety of Art All Night showcasings,
including paintings by GDS students, slam poetry by high schoolers, Loving’s DJ set and a table for
t-shirt making run by GDS’ new
(and newly rebranded) Civic Lab.
The patio was bustling with people moving from booth to booth,
admiring the art and taking part in
the interactive activities.
Loving said in an interview that
he believes GDS’ participation in
the event demonstrates its “commitment to the community” and
shows that GDS isn’t just an “isolated institution.” Loving said that
Art All Night allowed GDS community members to “showcase
what we’re capable of to people
on the outside who don’t know
how creative and talented our students are.”
While the pandemic put a
wrench in the school’s neighborhood involvement and performances for the past 19 months,
Sept. 25 marked a revival of large,
in-person GDS events: In addition to Art All Night, the school
hosted Sports Saturday, an in-person alumni gathering and the high
school homecoming.
“Frankly, it was a beautiful
night, and many of us haven’t
been out much in the last year and
a half,” said Perl. “It really felt like
everybody was there to be supportive and to see people, and the mood
was high.” Based on the success of
the event, Perl said, GDS is planning to stay involved in Art All
Night for years to come.

A mural painted by Jay Coleman ’90 and others during Tenleytown Art All Night.
Photo by Kaiden J. Yu.

The Augur Lit

Influencer Culture and
The House of Mirth
by avram shapiro

Welcome to The Augur Lit, a
new Bit column about books, literature and their place in the GDS
community and beyond. I have always loved books; with The Augur Lit, I hope to share my passion
with others by exploring the relevance of literature to pop culture
and our lives as GDS students. I’ll
review books, provide recommendations, report on the English department and maybe even discuss
students’ creative writing. For my
first column, I am taking a closer
look at the classic novel The House
of Mirth and its striking parallels
to current society.
Author Edith Wharton was born
at a time when the internet didn’t
exist, but the world of glitz and
glamour she grew up in, and that
she describes in her 1905 novel The
House of Mirth, will be familiar
to keen observers of pop culture
today.
The novel opens in a milieu of
excessive wealth: the New York
City upper class in the late 19th
century. The reader learns that their
society, much like our own, is one
of profound unfairness and economic inequity. Wharton primarily focuses on the wealthy class—
privileged, powerful, but rife with
self-delusion. In Wharton’s society,
that class of people represents what
poor and middle class people are
meant to strive towards.
Yet the upper-class characters
are portrayed as plainly ridiculous in the text; petty and superficial, they play an intricate, often
futile, game of manners and complex financial dealings in an effort
to achieve greater stability on their
perch. Ordinary people in the society around them are obsessed with
the elites’ shallow lives.
The best modern parallels to that
dynamic are the interactions between social media influencers and
their followings—Kim Kardashian
being a great example. She lives a
life of extreme privilege and luxury, but because of her following,
she is more than a person, or even
a rich person: To her followers, she
is an almost tangible symbol of the
life they wish they could live.
Likewise, the main characters
in The House of Mirth are widely
seen as representatives of an ideal
life, which fuels the public’s obsession with them. That is particularly true of the novel’s protagonist, Lily Bart. Lily begins the book
as a well-off orphan on a hunt for
a rich husband to secure her spot
in the upper class. Her friends
and the broader society consider
her the perfect woman, worshipping her in a way almost akin to
Kardashian-mania. In Wharton’s
19th century, that perfection entails
beauty, elegance and ample money
to spend on sartorial frivolities.
Lily’s situation raises obvious
questions for readers. Is the ideal

life that Lily represents and that
the characters are meant to aspire
to attain really worth anything?
That leads us to Wharton’s point:
By society’s standards, Lily’s life
is valuable and desirable, but to her
individual sensibilities, it is neither. Because Lily must sacrifice
so much to be considered worthy
of the society in which she operates, she constantly lives in a state
of financial insecurity. Not only
that, but she sacrifices potential
friends, plans and aspirations to
uphold aspects of her image. Lily
is betraying her own self in favor
of a continued place in the upper
class’ superficial world.
I imagine a comparable problem
faces Kim Kardashian and everyone seeking to follow in her footsteps as the next big celebrity or
internet star. The world of influencer culture is no less artificial
than Lily’s, and similarly arbitrary distinctions mark what makes
someone worthy of celebrity. One
wonders how much of themselves
influencers are required to sacrifice
for their place in the arbitrary celebrity pantheon.
For Lily Bart in The House of
Mirth, perpetuating that performance becomes impossible. Over
the course of the plot, the reader
sees how skilled Lily is at convincing wealthy men to want her
for a wife. But whenever the opportunity to marry comes within
her grasp, she lets it slip through
her fingers. Lily is unable to betray the part of herself that wants
more than the life the people surrounding her have always told to
desire. The success of the novel is
in that dilemma.
Wharton is, at heart, a sympathetic author who strives to understand rather than condemn. As a result, the reader feels as Lily does:
her anguish, her sadness, her small
victories, her mistakes. Wharton’s descriptions of Lily’s situation are ironic and occasionally
funny, but equally unsettling and
sad. She manages an unsteady tone
throughout the novel, balancing
lightness with deep melancholy.
The effect is like that of a note registering slightly off to the ear as,
along with Lily, the reader grows
increasingly uneasy with the persona she has adopted.
The final chapters of The House
of Mirth detail Lily’s descent into
poverty and subsequent death—
whether by suicide or an accident,
it is unclear. In the tragic aftermath,
Wharton highlights the dangers of
setting one’s sights on an idealized
existence, and how a society built
on superficiality will eventually
fail even its most privileged people. What is a false life worth in
the end? It is a complex question,
which Wharton probes with grace,
wit, sympathy and above all humanity. Her ultimate answer, to
Lily’s world and ours, is clear:
nothing at all.
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Chinese-Style Radish Cakes

by phoenix zhang

Digital illustration by Reid Alexander.

On Screen

Beautifully Animated Luca
Falls Short of Breaking the
Pixar Mold
by alex gerson

Welcome back to On Screen,
The Augur Bit’s column all about
television and film. For my first review of the new school year, I’ll
discuss the newest Pixar movie,
Luca.
The story revolves around two
humanoid sea monsters, Luca and
Alberto, a pair of friends who try
to spend time above the surface and
blend in as humans in Italy. During
their time out of the water—when
their turquoise skin gives way to
a human appearance—Luca and
Alberto befriend a human named
Giulia, voiced by Emma Berman
in her first appearance on the big
screen.
Released this June, the movie
is Enrico Casarosa’s feature-film
directorial debut. The animated
movie stars young actors Jacob
Tremblay and Jack Dylan Grazer
voicing Luca and Alberto. Both
Tremblay and Grazer give good
performances and are perfect fits
for their respective roles. Their acting humanizes the strange-looking
creatures they play.
Luca is a fun, feel-good movie
with some especially impressive
technical elements. The animation is top-notch, particularly in
some great sequences such as when
Luca and Alberto transform from
sea monsters into humans. The detail and originality of the sequences
are an exciting touch from Pixar,
and they’re especially impressive
when compared to the studio’s earlier work—for example, Toy Story.
Toy Story, like Luca, has an
imaginative plot and received critical acclaim (both movies were
rated above 90 percent on Rotten
Tomatoes). But where Luca stands
out is in its incredibly detailed animation, which is miles ahead of
Toy Story, in terms of both its crispness and resemblance to reality.
Toy Story remains a personal favorite, but Luca marks how far Pixar
has come since then.
Luca also often turns to the interesting story technique of dream
sequences that highlight the main
characters’ childlike wonder. I
was pleasantly surprised by how
the technique helped me understand the characters more deeply
by bringing me into their psyches,
since many films use dream sequences only as a punchline to a

joke.
In addition to the impressive
animation and storytelling, Luca
is well paced. The movie follows
the three-act story structure closely
to great success. Every plot point
mattered, and every plot point was
entertaining. I never felt bored, and
I was never given time to tune out
of the movie. My time watching
Luca flew by, which is an impressive feat, as I usually find at least
some point in most Pixar movies
where I’m bored.
Though I liked Luca’s methods of storytelling, the movie often plays things too safe. I could
guess every plot point before it
happened, because it felt like the
movie closely followed the classic
Pixar formula: One central character embarks on a hero’s journey and, despite facing obstacles,
comes out of the movie unscathed.
The recognizable structure made
the movie seem at points lacking in
personality and originality. I would
have loved for this film to break the
cookie cutter mold of other Pixar
films, but alas, it did not.
Most Pixar movies—which are
targeted towards children—end
very neatly and happily. I would
have liked it if Luca broke that
mold by offering a more nuanced
and less clear-cut ending. But for
a movie made for kids, maybe it
is the right decision to stick to the
tried-and-true formula. The simple
narrative is easier for children to
follow, and a high school student
might not be the kind of viewer
Pixar had in mind while making
this film.
Despite those shortcomings, the
movie was still an exciting adventure with some sweet moments. I
felt connected to the characters and
their journeys and was invested in
them throughout the movie. Even
at its worst points, at its least exciting moments, Luca was still, at the
very least, an enjoyable movie to
look at because of its stellar animation. If the movie had only pushed
the envelope a little bit more, I
would have loved it.
My Rating: 7/10
If you like this movie, you
should watch: Toy Story, Monsters Inc. and Finding Nemo
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We usually think of radishes in
salads, but the vegetable can also
make for a delicious dessert. My
mom, who taught me this recipe,
always says that radishes are good
for the heart and lungs, and that
radish cakes are even better since
they are made by steaming, the
healthiest way of cooking. On their
own, radishes have a pungent taste,
but when combined with flour and
starch, they become more mellow.
Those ingredients also give these
Chinese-style radish cakes a soft
texture. So if you want to try cooking a Chinese dessert, make some
radish cakes. You can eat them for
dessert or any time as a snack.

1.

Peel the radish (or radishes).

2.

Cut the radish into long
threads using a mandoline
tool or a knife.

Instructions for the sauce:

3.

4.
Photos by Phoenix Zhang.

Ingredients for the cakes:
•
•
•
•
•

750g white radish
2g black pepper
5g salt
50 flour
100g corn starch

1 tsp wolfberry (optional)
2 tsp chili powder
1 tsp white sesame seeds
2 tsp chopped green onion
2 tsp mashed garlic
2 tsp sliced ginger
¼ cup olive oil

Instructions for the cakes:

Put the garlic, ginger, green
onion, sesame seeds, chili
powder and, if you are using it, wolfberry into a
bowl.

2.

Heat the oil in a frying pan
until it bubbles.

3.

Pour oil into the bowl with
the other ingredients and
stir the sauce.

Serve the cakes warm, with
the sauce for dipping.

Boil the radish for six minutes.

Take the radish threads out
and rinse them with cold
water.

5.

Put the radish threads in a
container, and mix them
with black pepper, salt,
flour and starch.

6.

Add a spoonful of water
and stir to make the mixture sticky.

7.

Mold the dough into 15 flat
pieces.

4.

8.

Steam the cakes for eight
minutes.

Yields about three servings.

Ingredients for the sauce:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1.

Follow The Augur Bit
on Instagram at
@theaugurbit
to stay updated
on all
GDS-related news!
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Freshman All-School Emails
Chadwick the Cheerio
Cause Uproar in GDS Community
Applies to College
by annabel hilzenrath

As GDS hopped into action this
fall, so did its beloved tradition of
all-school emails, now with the addition of the Class of 2025. According to the International Freshman Email Index (IFEI), the GDS
freshman class has sent roughly
5.6 x 105 million all-school emails
since the start of school—which,
according to many, is at least about
20 too many.
On Friday, Oct. 8, sophomore
Luke Fedorchak tragically lost
his slate gray MacBook Pro with
a dark blue case somewhere on the
third floor due to GDS’ not one but
two good morning fire drills.
Inspired by others’ behavior,
Fedorchak decided to send an
all-school email alerting the public to keep a vigilant eye out for
his laptop. In response, freshmen
exchanged a series of all-school
emails arguing about whether his
technological device was still on
Earth. One wrote, “I observed almost-invisible aliens abducting the
laptop last evening at 5:31 pm. I
couldn’t communicate with them,
but I believe that they’ve taken it
to Saturn.” While the concern that
Fedorchak’s laptop was shipped to
a faraway planet like Saturn is reasonable, the message added to the
IFEI nonetheless.
“I think that the freshmen selectively pulled the fire alarm twice
to set off the two fire drills,” Fedorchak hypothesized in an interview with the Bit. “That way, I
would be forced to walk throughout the entire school, thereby losing my laptop in the process. That
way, they could hide the laptop,
which would incite me to send the
all-school email, which would be a
code and a signal for them to start
cracking the jokes.”
Hoppers who saw the email
can breathe easy now because Fedorchak’s slate gray MacBook Pro
in a dark blue case has been recovered! Someone found it about a
week after the initial loss on a chair
in his advisory room. Fedorchak
said he is currently interviewing
former secret service agents who

could guard his belongings while
at school and prevent further shenanigans.
When the emails grabbed senior Eli Faber’s attention, the extra junk in his inbox was more than
he could stand. The GDS wifi can
only transmit so many emails a
day, and the gosh darn freshmen
were wasting them! He huffed, and
he puffed, and he replied to their
replies with a solution: a change.
org petition called “Restrict Freshman Email Access.” It proposes
that the Class of 2025 be collectively limited to sending one email
a month. They would have to strategize what to include in it in advance. Even freshmen themselves
who commented on Faber’s petition online have described the
emails as “annoying” and “immature.”

“If you add to an
email chain and
you’re funny, it’s
okay, but the root
of the problem is
this year’s freshman
class isn’t very
funny,” Faber said.
Faber explained to the Bit, “If
you add to an email chain and
you’re funny, it’s okay, but the
root of the problem is this year’s
freshman class isn’t very funny.”
Rumors that Faber is tirelessly using his position on the Disciplinary
Consultation Committee (DCC)
to replace 9th-grade seminar with
comedy classes have emerged.
Alas, he has so far faced difficulties
because the DCC does not have the
power to change course curricula.
On Friday, Oct. 22, a freshman once again took to messaging the entire high school, this
time to notify everyone of his lost
wallet, which is black with just

one card inside it. In a stunning
move, another freshman decided
to type “F” and click “reply all.”
At the time of this article’s publication, Faber’s petition had received
104 digital signatures. Some students have suggested that Head of
School Russell Shaw knight him as
Sir Eli for his work to fight the calamity at hand.
Freshman Sophia Ades, who
speaks for the Class of 2025, personally doesn’t get the hype of
sending mass messages to the
whole school. “I would literally
rather die than send an all-school
email,” she shared in a candid interview with the Bit. Ades hasn’t
heard anything about freshmen
stealing others’ belongings so they
could send email chains (the accusation Fedorchak leveled) but
wouldn’t put it past her classmates. “The freshmen aren’t that
bad, though,” she added quickly.
“Can you put that in? I don’t want
them to hate me.”
Junior Jacqueline Metzger, the
Student Staff Council (SSC) vice
president, who signed Faber’s petition, said the GDS community can
learn from history as it navigates
the pressing scandal of freshmen’s
all-school emails. Four score and
something years ago, Thomas Jefferson wrote in the Declaration of
Independence of Americans’ “unalienable rights.”
While the freshmen’s emails
show their heartwarming interest in being a part of the community, Metzger believes that “freshmen, like all humans, have certain
unalienable rights, but also alienable rights that can be removed.
Thomas Jefferson didn’t get to
writing the freshman section of the
Declaration of Independence, so
it’s up to us to define their rights.”
According to Metzger, the
SSC’s official stance on the affair
of the century is that “everyone in
the school is in support of freshmen, but not while they’re sending emails. We’re all there for them
individually. But as a collective?”
Metzger paused to think. “No.”

Digital illustration by Reid Alexander

by julius boxer-cooper
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by annabel hilzenrath and
stella tongour

Inter-grade volleyball
games return.

The freshmen put up a tough
fight, but the seniors miraculously
pulled through with a victory!

The GDS high school participates
in exciting Halloween games
Leave it to GDS to play school-wide
chubby bunny instead of history class.

Everyone in the high school
shows their ghoulish spirit and
dresses up for All Hallows' Eve
The cross country team wins best
group costume. Props for originality
with their suits and shorts!

Rhona gives out donuts
to students who dress
as book characters!

So does Despicable Me count as a book?

Fall progress period
comes to a close.

Seniors shit themselves, while freshmen
are worried about their DEI grade.

Falls sports wind down.

We’ll finally get a break from the psychs.

The Augur Bit
welcomes letters to
the editors. Write us
to express difference of
opinion or comment
on our reporting.
Please email letters to
augurbit@gds.org.
We reserve the right to
edit letters for clarity.

Digital illustration by Nava Mach

Embracing the Discussion Lab
After GDS started its Open
Spaces discussion series in the fall
of 2017, Crissy Cáceres, the assistant head of school for equity and
social impact at the time, told the
Bit, “My dream, my hope, is that
we as a high school become really
well versed in the practice of having difficult conversations.”
Four years later, administrators have all but acknowledged
what many students have long
mumbled: that the ambitious aspirations for Open Spaces never
completely materialized, hampered by, among other things,
tepid participation and poor repute.
So administrators launched
the Discussion Lab with a strikingly similar aim. Director of
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Marlo Thomas and Barbara
Eghan, the executive director of
the school’s new Civic Lab, introduced the initiative in a recent
assembly, which students viewed
on Zoom from advisory rooms.
(Eghan clarified via email that
Open Spaces was conceived by
a distinct group of administrators
and for distinct reasons.)
Some rebrandings are at
best pointless or at worst confusing (take, for instance, the Civic
Lab’s own renaming from the Center for Civic Engagement just as
students were beginning to hear
about it). But this fresh start to a
beleaguered project serves a clear,
earnest purpose—building more
fruitful student-led conversations
from the ground up—and it deserves students’ support.
Thomas, Eghan and the other
organizers of the Discussion Lab
have already done a number of
things right.
Rather than throwing students
in the deep end with a thorny,

sensitive topic, they began with
“low-stakes” prompts to encourage empathetic listening.
Rather than sending seemingly random groups to arbitrary
classrooms, they held the initial
discussions in the more comfortable setting of advisories.

By all indications,
administrators
have created the
initiative earnestly,
so, students, let’s
approach it the
same way.
Rather than handing certain
students, called facilitators, the
difficult, if not impossible, task
of making those discussions work
(and thereby effectively freeing
students from responsibility for
their own conversations’ success),
they left groups of two or three students and teachers to simply talk.
And, crucially, rather than
placing on participants’ shoulders
the weight of, say, the community’s response to a racist incident,
they framed the whole exercise as
practice—a means of improving
our ability to communicate well
with others.
That’s a skill we need. As a
high school, we are worse at having substantive conversations than
we might want to think—and we
do it less frequently than we might
think, too. As central as robust student discourse feels to the GDS experience, in reality it comes relatively rarely outside of classes or
like-minded friend groups.
We strive to stimulate and

amplify an open exchange of diverse ideas among students in the
pages of The Augur Bit. Our reported coverage seeks to inform
community members about GDS
so they can be engaged in their
school; our Opinions section offers a platform for students’ stories, perspectives and positions.
And anyone is invited to join that
conversation by writing a letter to
the editor.
The Discussion Lab seems to
be another prime opportunity for
students to learn to discuss tough
but important issues. By all indications, administrators have created
the initiative earnestly, so, students,
let’s approach it the same way.
It is all too easy for GDS students to enter Open Spaces–like
activities cynically, thinking we
are too busy or else too sure of our
beliefs to have to listen to others’
with genuine openness and curiosity. The Discussion Lab assembly’s
bizarre half-Zoom format, coupled
with many students’ forgivable inclination to cringe at administrators’ jargon-filled speech, could engender further skepticism.
In the context of a country
struggling to achieve effective
civic dialogue, however, we must
try harder to listen to them—and,
ultimately, each other. The next
three Discussion Lab sessions
are set, denoted as Open Spaces
in the Hopper. There will be precious little time for the Discussion
Lab’s fate to be decided, so let’s
not waste it.
Past attempts at fostering conversation among students may
not have earned our trust. But a
rebranded and rethought Discussion Lab offers a new chance for
that much-needed discourse, if we
will only seize it in good faith.
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by daniel otto-manzano

ANONYMOUS
1

2

3

4

14

15

17

18

20

6

31

9

25

41

26

27

28

19
21

29
34

42

35

25

46

26
27
29
30

47
50

52

39

43

49

56

8
9
10
11
12
13

13

38

45
48

12

23

33

44

11

19

37

55

10

16

32

40

63

8

22

36

54

7

21
24

30

5

51

31
32

53
57

58

64

59
65

66

60

67

70

71

72

73

74

38 Not a base, in Polly's
class
40 Highest exclusively
European mountain
range
42 Not now, as shortened
for texting
43 Food item found in
Tenley locations hidden
in 18-A, 30-A, 48-A and
63-A
44 Great delight
45 Stupid or rude people
47 Wrestler Orton's
signature winning move
(abbr)
48 Slot machine
52 Important double helix
in bio
53 Actors Gosling and
Reynolds, for example
54 Country named after
explorer Amerigo
Vespucci
57 SWW spectrum
counterpart
59 First first name in an
alphabetical list
63 Summer shade

33
34
35

62

68

69

ACROSS
1 Make a hole
4 Requirements
9 Receives guests
14 "And now, without
further ___"
15 UV-blocking
atmospheric layer
16 ___ now, when? (Call
to action)
17 Recent
18 Area in Panem directly
above the Capitol
20 Chinese province
known for containing
the Jiayuguan Pass
fortress complex
22 Nelson Mandela org.
23 Small recipe amt.
24 The bell doesn't
dismiss it (allegedly)
28 Biggest country by land
mass, as displayed on
Olympic scoreboards
30 Smoked and dried
jalapeño
36 The cross country team
does it good
37 Arabic greeting

61

39
41
45

68 Beethoven's "___ to
joy"
69 ___ Brickowski,
protagonist of "The
Lego Movie"
70 Theater
71 Canoodling in a crowd,
for short
72 "___ are red, violets
are blue, my heart is
dead, I'm such a fool" Juice WRLD
73 Hoarse shouts
74 GDS time zone (abbr)
DOWN
1 "Shoot!"
2 A lightbulb appears
over Drake's head
when he thinks of one
3 It comes with a
graduation cap
4 Operation that returns
remainder of division
5 "20 Min" singer Lil ___
Vert
6 Help!
7 Minecraft explosive
(abbr)

46
49
50
51
54
55
56
58
60
61
62
64
65
66
67

Plural of serum
Temporary setback
Frequently
Mucus
Lots and lots
"A journey of a
thousand miles begins
with a single ___"
Dreaming
Fictional foundation
with the motto "Secure,
Contain Protect" (abbr)
Mentions in social
media
Winding ski race
Drink with bubbly
personality?
Petty quarrel
Common topographical
feature in 40-across
Greeting in Britain
How important
documents are signed
Caricature, for example
Online greeting
"___ and the Flash"
(2015 Meryl Streep
movie)
Mr. Skeltal's signature
trumpet sound
Plant creator
Don Corleone's
enforcer Luca
Govt. lender
Feelings of dread, like
the ones teenagers get
Pineapple in French,
Italian, or German
US surveillance org.
Person who operates
something
Japanese form of
wrestling
Vests don't cover them
"Drop the ___, I want to
fade the function"
Tug of war component
Opposite of evens
Tidy
Payment for services
What the 'E' in "B.C.E."
stands for
Large marble
Electric guitar volume
increaser, for short
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